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Deacon Rockfish &
Blue Rockfish FAQ
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What is a Deacon Rockfish?
This newly designated species was known prior to
2015 as the “solid” version of Blue Rockfish. The
“blotched” version will continue to be called Blue
Rockfish. The two species differ in pigmentation,
anatomy, genetics and distribution; their ovaries are
even different colors. Both species are found in
Oregon, with Blue Rockfish more common to the
south and Deacon Rockfish ranging farther north. The
scientific names are Sebastes diaconus (Deacon
Rockfish) and Sebastes mystinus (Blue Rockfish).
Read a news release from Oregon State University at
http://goo.gl/TT8HPz

What if I catch one?
There is no need for fishermen to sort or otherwise
differentiate between the two species for now. Any
regulation – sport or commercial – that refers to Blue
Rockfish applies to Blue Rockfish and Deacon
Rockfish combined.
For example, in the sport fishery, when the daily bag
limit is 3 Blue Rockfish, an angler could keep 2 Blue
Rockfish and 1 Deacon Rockfish or keep 0 Blue
Rockfish and 3 Deacon Rockfish. In the commercial
fishery, when the two-month cumulative trip limit is
30 pounds, a fisher could land 15 pounds of one and
15 pounds of the other.
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How is ODFW treating the new
species?
Biological data, like length and age, are now being
collected separately from the two species, just as data
are collected from other rockfish species. This is the
first step in assessing populations. Until more is
known, however, the two species will continue to be
managed together.

OK, so I don’t need to know the
difference, but what if I want to?
We love fish identification and are glad you do, too.
See the other side for tips.
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