


an important management target. This meant
serious harvest reductions would be needed to
keep the stock healthy.

But when more confidence was put in the survey
data, the modeled population size increased.
However, in good science practices the modelers
were careful with how much influence they let just
one year of survey data have.

The 2023 stock assessment is used to set the black
rockfish harvest limits for 2025-26 and beyond. The
limits will be dramatically lowered to keep the
fishery sustainable but would have been even lower
without the survey.

School of rockfish observed obn‘ tlhe sc)’ent‘iﬁc echosounder.

Benefits of more fishery independent black
rockfish surveys

More years of black rockfish surveys will give
modelers more confidence in the survey data. This
may result in increased harvest limits for the
economically valuable fishery.

Without more surveys, future stock assessments are
likely to keep showing a low black rockfish
population resulting in continued restricted harvest
limits.

More surveys will also add data on Oregon’s
changing ocean waters. The 2021 survey provided
the only comprehensive snapshot of Oregon'’s
rapidly changing nearshore ocean conditions.

The survey was the first to document the nearshore
extent and north-south range of severe hypoxia.
That data is critical in understanding how our

changing oceans influence marine life and the
people and communities that depend upon them.

Population Trends From Models With
Increasing Survey Confidence
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Results of the 2023 black rockfish stock assessment. The black line
(top) and black bar (bottom) represent the best available science that
will be used for management going forward. If more surveys had
been available, the project population may have been larger.

For more information contact:
Leif Rasmuson PhD, Marine Fisheries Research Leader
Leif.K.Rasmuson@ODFW.Oregon.gov

541-270-5561.
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