
Public Meeting on 
the current state 
of the 2026 Sport 
Bottomfish Fishery

July 29,2026
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Meeting Outline

•Review of the 2026 season 
• Season structure and bag limits

• Tracking through June

• Year-end projections

•Yelloweye rockfish
• Initial discussion on potential 

options for anglers to retain 
yelloweye rockfish

Photo by Wes Shum
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Photo by Charlie Plybon

• General marine bag limit: 4
• Sub-bag limits:

• 2 canary rockfish

• 1 cabezon (Beginning July 1)

• Lingcod bag limit: 3

• Flatfish bag limit: 25
• Excluding Pacific halibut

• Long-leader gear fishery bag limit: 10
• Sub-bag limit: 2 canary rockfish

• Sablefish bag limit: 10

2026 Bag Limits
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ODFW Photo

• Quillback and yelloweye rockfishes prohibited

• Cabezon prohibited Jan-Jun

• No seasonal depth restriction

• Bottomfish allowed with halibut 
• Long-leader fishing in combination with halibut is 

allowed during all-depth halibut fishing days only

• Mandatory descending devices

• Length limits:
• Lingcod: 22 inches

• Cabezon: 16 inches

2026 Regulations



 

      

      

      

      

       

       

       

                                    

 
 
 
  

  
 
  
 
 

     

                                   

    

    

    

    

     

2026 Season Progress: Angler Trips
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• Tracking a little higher 
than our preseason 
projection
• ~40,500 bottomfish 

angler trips through June

• Majority of anglers fish 
during the months of 
July and August

• *Data for 2026 is 
preliminary

June 2026



 

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

                                    
 

 
  

 
  
  

  
 

  

     

                                                     

    

    

    

    

     

2026 Season Progress: Black Rockfish
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• Tracking a little higher 
than our preseason 
projection
• ~100 metric tons

• Black rockfish dominate 
the bottomfish catch
• 4-fish bag

• *Data for 2026 is 
preliminary

June 2026

2026 Quota



 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                                    

 
 
  

 
  
  

  
 

  

     

                                                      

    

    

    

    

     

2026 Season Progress: Canary Rockfish
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• 2-fish sub-bag limit

• Tracking right at our 
preseason projection
• ~13 metric tons

• *Data for 2026 is 
preliminary

June 2026

2026 Quota



 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

                                    
 

 
  

 
  
  

  
 

  

     

                                                         

    

    

    

    

     

2026 Season Progress: Nearshore
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• Nearshore rockfish 
include China, copper 
and quillback rockfishes
• Quillback rockfish 

prohibited since 2022

• *Data for 2026 is 
preliminary June 2026

2026 Quota



2026 Season Progress: Lingcod
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• 3-fish bag limit

• *Data for 2026 is 
preliminary

June 2026

2022-2025 2-fish bag

2026 3-fish bag



2026 Tracking and Projections
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Sport Bottomfish for 2027
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• ODFW will host public meetings in Tillamook, 
Newport, Coos Bay, and Brookings during 
late September/early October
• The Newport meeting will have an online option 

to attend remotely

• The intent of these meetings is to gather 
stakeholder feedback and input in preparation 
for the 2027 sport bottomfish season

• Staff recommendations with rational will be 
presented to Oregon Fish and Wildlife 
Commissioners in Salem on Dec 11, 2026

Photos by Wes Shum



Yelloweye Rockfish
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• Per the 2025 update assessment, 
yelloweye rockfish is rebuilt!
• Oregon recreational fishing quota in 2027: 

16 mt

• Allow limited retention?
• Please provide some ideas for us to analyze 

and present on during our in-person 
meetings in early fall

Photo by Taylor Frierson

Photo by ODFW Marine Reserves



Thank you! 

Marine Resources Program

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

2040 SE Marine Science Drive

Newport, OR 97365

(541) 867-4741

christian.t.heath@odfw.oregon.gov 

melanie.a.bukovec@odfw.oregon.gov  

Photo by Taylor Frierson
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