
Attachment 1 

Agenda Item Summary 
 

BACKGROUND 1. The Pacific Fishery Management Council (PFMC) will adopt 
2007 ocean salmon fishing regulations on April 6, 2007 for ocean 
waters from three to 200 miles off shore (federal jurisdiction).  
The Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission is asked to adopt 
similar regulations for ocean waters from zero to three miles off 
shore (state jurisdiction). 

 
2. Specialized restrictive regulations in state waters during recent 

years have been linked to conservation requirements for Oregon 
coastal and lower Columbia River wild coho and wild spring 
Chinook and ocean fishing regimes adopted by PFMC.  Options 
listed for nearshore terminal Chinook fisheries in 2007 result from 
consideration of 2007 Chinook run size forecasts, expectations of 
2007 PFMC fishery actions and Chinook escapement and inriver 
fisheries needs. 

 
3. Modifications to the open fishing areas and daily salmon bag limit 

may be proposed for the 2007 Columbia River and Buoy 10 
recreational fisheries. These modifications would provide 
consistency between ocean and Buoy 10 bag limits, help reduce 
the need for inseason management and provide the maximum 
angling opportunity within restrictive conservation requirements.  
Additionally, staff may be proposing extending the angling 
closure in Big Creek to help address a projected shortfall in Big 
Creek Hatchery fall Chinook escapement. 

 
4. The lower Willamette River sturgeon regulations expanding the 

open fishing days to include Sunday are currently adopted under a 
temporary rule.  Staff is asking that the Commission continue this 
regulation under permanent rule. 

 
ISSUE 1 Ocean Sport and Commercial Salmon Fisheries 

 
ANALYSIS On March 9, 2007, three options for regulating ocean salmon fisheries 

in federal waters in 2007 were approved by the PFMC and released 
for public review.  In Oregon, ODFW staff presented the options to 
the Commission on March 16, 2007 and to the public at meetings held 
March 21, 22 and 27, 2007.  During the week of April 2-6, 2007, 
subsequent to consideration of public hearing results and advice from 
its scientific and technical committees, the PFMC will adopt the final 
2007 regulations for ocean salmon fisheries in federal waters off the 
coasts of Washington, Oregon and California.  Subsequent to the 
PFMC meeting, staff will prepare sample rules regarding ocean 
salmon fisheries for Commission consideration.   



 

OPTIONS The Commission has historically adopted federal regulations without 
change.  Commission policy requires that changes from PFMC actions 
first be presented to the PFMC with a copy to the Secretary of 
Commerce and adopted only after the Commission has received, or 
waited a reasonable time, for a response from PFMC. 
 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

Staff anticipates it will recommend the Commission adopt ocean 
salmon seasons as set by PFMC on April 6, 2007. 
 

ISSUE 2 Sport and Commercial Salmon Regulations for Nearshore Ocean 
Waters 
 

ANALYSIS (overview) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANALYSIS (Tillamook 
Traditional State Water 
Fishery) 

ODFW is required by OAR 635-500-0135 to adopt regulations for 
ocean mixed-stock and terminal area fisheries that meet three specific 
criteria: 1) provide access by fisheries to harvestable surpluses of 
Chinook salmon that may exist, 2) maintain traditional in-river 
fisheries and 3) meet spawning escapement goals in wild coastal 
Chinook populations.  These fisheries also cannot impact other 
regional depressed salmon stocks under PFMC or Oregon 
management plans.  These were the guiding principles used to 
develop and evaluate terminal fishery alternatives. 
 
Such fisheries have traditionally occurred in the Garibaldi ocean area 
(targeting Tillamook Bay fall Chinook), the Port Orford ocean area 
(targeting Elk River fall Chinook), and the Brookings ocean area 
(targeting Chetco River fall Chinook).  In 2006, as part of the 
Governor’s declaration of state of emergency over salmon season 
closures, the Commission adopted additional terminal ocean fisheries 
targeting fall Chinook from the Tillamook Bay and the Nehalem, 
Nestucca, Yaquina, Alsea, Siuslaw, Umpqua, Coos and Rogue rivers.   
 
• Tillamook Bay Nearshore Area Chinook Fisheries 
Ocean Terminal Area inside three miles between Twin Rocks and 
Pyramid Rock, including the Tillamook Control Zone inside a 15 
fathom line. 
 
Under current and recommended regulations, the Ocean Terminal 
Area and the Tillamook Control Zone will be open to sport and 
commercial fishing from March 15, 2007 through November 15, 
2007.  Chinook taken in the Tillamook Control Zone March 15-July 
31, 2007 must be fin-clipped.  This fishery targets local Tillamook 
River hatchery spring Chinook. 
 
 
 
 



 

Spring Chinook Fisheries 
On March 9, 2007, the PFMC adopted a troll fishery April 10-29, 
2007 from Cape Falcon to Oregon/California border and will set 
regulations for May 1, 2007-April 30, 2008 at the April PFMC 
meeting. The sport fishery was opened on March 15, 2007 by 
regulations adopted by PFMC in 2006.  In 2006, the Chinook season 
in the Ocean Terminal Area extended until November 15, 2006 and 
spring Chinook season in the Tillamook Control Zone was March 15-
July 31, 2006. 
 
Regardless of the decision by PFMC, staff is recommending the 
adoption of ocean size and bag limits for the Terminal Area that were 
adopted last year to match the ocean regulations (two Chinook daily 
bag with a minimum size of 20 inches) March 15-November 15, 2007; 
see attachment 5, Proposed 2007 Tillamook Area Spring Chinook 
Sport Fishery chart.  Staff further recommends the size and bag limits 
for the Tillamook Control Zone adopted last year (two adipose fin-
clipped Chinook daily bag with a 20 inch minimum) March 15-July 
31, 2007. 
 
Fall Chinook Fisheries 
On March 9, 2007, the PFMC adopted a troll fishery of April 10-29, 
2007 from Cape Falcon to Oregon/California border and will set 
regulations for May 1, 2007-April 30, 2008 at the April PFMC 
meeting.  The sport fishery was opened on March 15, 2007 by 
regulations adopted by PFMC in 2006.  In 2006 the fall Chinook 
season in the Ocean Terminal Area extended through November 15, 
2006. 
 
Regardless of the decision by PFMC, staff is recommending the 
adoption of ocean size and bag limits for the Terminal Area that was 
adopted last year to match the ocean regulations (two Chinook daily 
bag with a minimum size of 20 inches) March 15-November 15, 2007; 
see attached Proposed 2007 Tillamook Area Fall Chinook Sport 
Fishery chart, Attachment 5. 
 



 

OPTIONS (Tillamook 
Traditional State Water 
Fishery) 
 
 
 
ANALYSIS (Elk R. 
Traditional State Water 
Fishery) 
 
 
 
 
OPTIONS (Elk R.) 
 

1. Ocean Terminal Area open for Chinook angling March 15-
November 15, 2007.  Daily bag limit of two Chinook per day with 
a minimum length of 20 inches.  Fin-clipped Chinook only in the 
Tillamook Control Zone March 15-July 31, 2007. 

2. Modify regulations from 2006. 
 
• 

• 

Elk River Nearshore Area 
Ocean inside three miles between Cape Blanco (N. Lat. 45°50'20") 
and Humbug Mountain (N. Lat. 42°40'30"); see attachment 5, 
Proposed 2007 Elk River Ocean Terminal Area Fall Chinook Salmon 
Fishery chart. 
 
 
1. Same as 2006 - Area within three miles of shore from Cape 

Blanco to Humbug Mountain open for Chinook only.  Commercial 
fishery open September 15-December 15, 2007 with 28 inch 
minimum size.  Sport fishery open November 1-December 15, 
2007 (two Chinook per day and 20 inch minimum size). 

2. Modify season from 2006. 
 

ANALYSIS (Chetco 
Traditional State Water 
Fishery) 
 
 
 
OPTIONS (Chetco) 
 
 
 
 
 

Chetco River Nearshore Area 
Ocean inside three miles between the north shore of Twin Rocks 
(N. Lat. 42°05'36") and the Oregon/California border (N. Lat. 
42°00'00"); see attachment 5, Proposed 2007 Chetco River Ocean 
Terminal Area Fall Chinook Salmon Fishery chart. 
 
1. Same as 2006 - Chinook only sport fishery from October 1-12, 

2007 with a one-fish daily bag limit and four-fish seasonal limit. 
Commercial fishery open October 13-November 3, 2007 or quota 
of 1,000 Chinook.  Single day commercial troll possession and 
landing limit of 25 fish. 

2. Modify season length quota or open area from 2006. 
 



 

ANALYSIS (New State 
Water Fisheries) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 2006, as part of the Governor’s declaration of state of emergency 
over salmon season closures, the Commission adopted additional 
commercial terminal ocean fisheries targeting fall Chinook from the 
Tillamook Bay and the Nehalem, Nestucca, Yaquina, Alsea, Siuslaw, 
Umpqua, Coos and Rogue rivers. Minimum size limits and landing 
limits matched federal regulations. Open periods for 2007 will vary 
from 2006 depending on when federal waters are closed during 
September and October.   
 
• Tillamook/Nehalem River Nearshore Area 
Ocean inside three miles between Cape Falcon (N. Lat. 45°46’00”) 
and Pyramid Rock (N. Lat. 45°29’48”) open September 1-16, 2007 
and October 1-16, 2007 or 2,000 Chinook quota.  

• Nestucca River Nearshore Area 
Ocean inside three miles between Cape Kiwanda (N. Lat. 45°13’00”) 
and Neskowin Cr. (N. Lat. 45°06’00”) open from September 1-16, 
2007 and October 1-16, 2007 or 1,000 Chinook quota. 

• Yaquina River Nearshore Area 
Ocean inside three miles between Yaquina Head (N. Lat. 44°40’35”)  
and N. Lat. 44°33’00” open from September 1-16, 2007 and October 
1-16, 2007 or 1,000 Chinook quota. 

• Alsea River Nearshore Area 
Ocean inside three miles between N. Lat. 44°29’00” and N. Lat. 
44°23’00” open from September 1-16, 2007 and October 1-16, 2007 
or 2,000 Chinook quota. 

 

• Siuslaw River Nearshore Area 
Ocean inside three miles between from Heceta Head (N. Lat. 
44°08’18”) and north of N. Lat. 44°00’00” open September 1-16, 
2007 and October 1-16, 2007 or 2,000 Chinook quota. 

• Umpqua River Nearshore Area 
Ocean inside 30 fathoms  between Tahkenitch Creek (N. Lat. 
43°47’55”) and north of N. Lat. 43°37’00” open from September 1-
30, 2007 or 1,000 Chinook quota. 

• Coos River Nearshore Area 
Ocean inside 30 fathoms between N. Lat. 43°31’00” and Cape Arago 
(N. Lat. 43°18’24”) open from September 1-October 16, 2007 or 
1,500 Chinook quota. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OPTIONS (New State 
Water Fisheries) 
 

• Rogue River Nearshore Area 
Ocean inside three miles between Nesika Reef (N. Lat. 42°30’00”) 
and north of Cape Sebastian (N. Lat. 42°19’30”) but more than one 
mile from the mouth of the Rogue River open from September 1-15, 
2007 or 750 Chinook quota. 

 
1. Same as 2006 – Same terminal areas, open periods, quotas, port 

landing requirements with minimum size and landing limits 
matched to federal regulations. Open periods for 2007 will vary 
from 2006 depending on when federal waters are closed during 
September and October.   

2. Modify terminal areas, season length, quota or port landing 
requirement from 2006. 

 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

Adopt Option 1 for traditional state terminal fisheries off Tillamook 
Bay, Elk River, and Chetco River nearshore ocean fisheries and  
Option 1 for state terminal fisheries off the Tillamook Bay and the 
Nehalem, Nestucca, Yaquina, Alsea, Siuslaw, Umpqua, Coos and 
Rogue rivers. 
 

ISSUE 3 Amendment to angling regulations for the Buoy 10, lower 
Columbia River and Big Creek recreational fisheries to modify 
the open fishing area and allow only one Chinook in the daily bag 
limit 
 

ANALYSIS Adoption of these regulations will help reduce the possibility of 
inseason emergency action, improve escapement to hatchery fall 
Chinook facilities and serve to provide fishery opportunity and 
flexibility for in-river fisheries.  A one Chinook daily bag limit results 
in about a 15% reduction of total catch with little or no expected 
reduction in angler trips.   
 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

Regulations for the Buoy 10 and Columbia River recreational 
fisheries are subject to negotiations through the North of Cape Falcon 
process which will conclude in conjunction with the PFMC April 
meeting.   Therefore, the staff recommendation will be developed 
subsequent to those negotiations.  
 



 

ISSUE 4 Amendment to angling regulations for the lower Willamette River 
recreational sturgeon fishery 
 

ANALYSIS 
 
 
 
 
 
OPTIONS 

Adoption of these regulations will make the current temporary rules 
permanent and will allow anglers in the lower Willamette River to 
continue to retain sturgeon four days per week (Thursday through 
Sunday) consistent with the lower Columbia River regulations for the 
area.   
 
1. Adopt permanent regulations expanding the sturgeon retention 

opportunity in the lower Willamette River to four days per week 
consistent with the Columbia River. 

2. Allow temporary rule to expire and have the Willamette 
regulations revert to a three day per week fishery. 

 
STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

Option 1. 

DRAFT MOTION 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

I move to adopt 2007 ocean sport and commercial salmon seasons as 
proposed by staff in Attachment 6. 
 

I move to adopt 2007 sport and commercial salmon regulations for 
nearshore ocean waters as proposed by staff in Attachment 6. 
 

I move to adopt the Chinook bag limit, season structure and closed 
areas for the Buoy 10, lower Columbia River and Big Creek 
recreational fisheries as proposed by staff in Attachment 6. 
 
I move to adopt the sturgeon regulations for the lower Willamette 
River recreational fishery as proposed by staff in Attachment 6. 
 

 
May 1, 2007 

 


