
Attachment 1 
 

Agenda Item Summary 
 

BACKGROUND Pacific lamprey (Lampetra tridentata) were listed as an Oregon State 
sensitive species in 1993.  In 2002, the Commission eliminated all 
commercial harvest of lamprey.  Current rules prohibit the take (harvest) 
of lamprey without a permit issued by the Oregon Fish and Wildlife 
Commission.  In 2004, the Commission adopted permanent rules 
including a 100 lamprey seasonal bag limit at Willamette Falls.  In 2005, 
to address ongoing illegal commercialization of lamprey, the 
Commission adopted statewide regulations prohibiting the use of 
lamprey for bait in all commercial and recreational fisheries. 

 
PUBLIC 
INVOLVEMENT 

• Letter to affected tribes and current lamprey permit holders 
• Public comments taken at the Commission meeting 
 

ISSUE Regulations for lamprey harvest at Willamette Falls 

  
ANALYSIS In the decade preceding the elimination of the commercial fishery (1991-

2001), the annual lamprey harvest at Willamette Falls averaged 30,500.  
Since the elimination of the commercial fishery, annual harvest has 
ranged between 1,600 and 7,000 lamprey.  Harvest during 2006 totaled 
approximately 1,600 lamprey.  Of the 1,600 lamprey harvested, tribal 
fishers accounted for 1,553 and non-tribal personal use harvesters 
accounted for 18.   
 
Harvest levels declined dramatically with the elimination of the 
commercial fishery and further declined with the prohibition on the use 
of lamprey for bait.  Total harvest has now stabilized at a reduced level 
and incentive for increased participation has been eliminated. 
 
The tribal lamprey fishery is conducted by a relatively small number of 
individuals with the harvest being redistributed to non-harvesting tribal 
members for ceremonial and subsistence use.  The 100 lamprey seasonal 
bag limit has posed hardship on some tribes and forced them to send 
multiple “harvesters” to the area to fulfill the tribes annual needs.  Given 
the significant changes in the fishery over the last decade, the reduction 
in harvest levels, and the regulatory burden associated with the 100 
lamprey seasonal bag limit, staff feels it is appropriate to consider 
eliminating the bag limit component of the current regulations.  All other 
regulations concerning the time, place and manner of harvest as well as 
annual catch reporting requirements remain in effect. 
 
 



OPTIONS 
 
 
 
STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

1. Modify the permanent regulations to remove the seasonal bag 
limit of 100 lamprey. 

2. Keep the current permanent regulations including the seasonal 
bag limit of 100 lamprey per year. 

 
Adopt Option 1. 
 

  

 
 
Draft Motion 
 
 

 
 
I move to adopt rules for the harvest of lamprey at Willamette Falls as 
proposed by staff in Attachment 2. 

 


