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Attachment 4 

635-007-0501  

Definitions 

As used in this Division and Division 40: 

(1) "Anadromous" means fish which migrate from saltwater to freshwater for spawning. 

(2) "Aquaria species" means those fish[ commonly]legally acquired and sold in the pet 
store trade for use in home aquaria, except game fish, sturgeon, state or federally 
protected threatened and endangered species and those species listed as Prohibited 
or Controlled. "Aquaria" are any tanks, pools, ponds, bowls or other containers intended 
for and capable of holding or maintaining live fish and from which there is no outfall to 
any waters of this state. 

(3) "Aquatic habitat" means the waters which support fish or other organisms which live 
in water and which includes the adjacent land area and vegetation (riparian habitat) that 
provides shade, food, and/or protection for those organisms. 

(4) "Area" means a stream, a lake, a group of streams or lakes, or a portion of the ocean 
managed for or with a common stock of fish, or for protection of a stock or stocks of fish. 

(5) "Biological requirements" refers to those environmental conditions such as water 
quality, water quantity, and available food that are necessary for fish to grow and/or 
reproduce. 

(6) "Brood stock" means a group of fish, generally from the same population, that are 
held and eventually artificially spawned to provide a source of fertilized eggs for 
hatchery programs. 

(7) "Brood year" means the year in which more than fifty percent of the adults in a 
population of fish spawn. 

(8) "Commission" means the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission. 

(9) "Compensation" means activities that replace fish, or their habitat lost through 
development or other activities. 

(10) "Conservation" means managing for sustainability of native fish so that present and 
future generations may enjoy their ecological, economic, recreational, and aesthetic 
benefits. 

(11) "Cooperative Salmon Hatchery Project" means a fish propagation enhancement 
project authorized under OAR 635-009-0400 through 635-009-0455. 
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(12) "Department" means the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

(13) "Depressed" means below established goal such as a fish production or escapement 
goal shown in a management plan or below the level of production or escapement that the 
Commission determines to be an optimal level. 

(14) "Disease" means problems caused by infectious agents, such as parasites or pests, 
and by other conditions that impair the performance of the body or one of its parts. 

(15) "Disease agent" means an organism that is detrimental to fish. 

(16) "Endemic disease" means a disease commonly detected in a population of naturally 
produced native fish. 

(17) "Enhancement" means management activities including rehabilitation and 
supplementation that increase fish production beyond the existing levels. 

(18) "Export" means to transport any fish or eggs out of state. 

(19) "Facility Manager" means hatchery manager, owner or person responsible for 
compliance with these rules. 

(20) "Fish" means all game fish as defined by ORS 496.009 and food fish as defined by 
ORS 506.036, which live or could live in the waters of this state. 

(21) "Fish Hatchery" means a facility at which adult broodstock are held, or where eggs 
are collected and incubated, or where eggs are hatched, or where fish are reared. 

(22) "Fry" means fish which have recently hatched and have not fed. 

(23) "Foreign" means fish which originate through human intervention from a different 
population. 

(24) "Genetic engineering" means the introduction of genetic material into an organism's 
genotype through molecular genetics techniques. 

(25) "Genetic Resources" means the kind and frequency of genes found within a 
population or collection of populations. 

(26) "Genotype" means the kinds of and the combination of genes possessed by an 
individual. 

(27) "Goal" means a statement of intent which leads to policy, rules, and operation plans 
for implementation of a Department Program. 
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(28) "Hatchery produced fish" means a fish incubated or reared under artificial conditions 
for at least a portion of its life. 

(29) "Hatchery production system" means the fish, facilities and operations associated 
with collecting, spawning, incubating, rearing, distributing and releasing hatchery 
produced fish. 

(30) "Hatchery Program" means a program in which a specified hatchery population is 
planted in a specified geographical location. 

(31) "Hold fish" means to capture and/or remove live fish in or from the waters of this 
state and/or maintain live fish in captivity but does not include fish held live for less than 
one day for examination and release without transfer from the waters where caught or 
collected. 

(32) "Import" means to transport fish or eggs into the state. 

(33) "Indigenous" means descended from a population that is believed to have been 
present in the same geographical area prior to the year 1800 or that resulted from a 
natural colonization from another indigenous population. 

(34) "Marine species" means those fish found in the ocean or the saline or brackish water 
of estuaries or bays along the coast, but not generally found in freshwater streams. 

(35) "Mitigation" means to lessen the impact of activities or events that cause fish or 
habitat loss. 

(36) "Native fish" means indigenous to Oregon, not introduced. This includes both 
naturally produced and hatchery produced fish. 

(37) "Naturally produced" means fish that reproduce and complete their full life cycle in 
natural habitats. 

(38) "Naturally Spawned" means fish produced in the natural environment as the result of 
natural reproduction. 

(39) "Natural production system" means the fish and environment associated with 
completing the life-cycles of naturally produced fish populations. 

(40) "Nongame Fish" means any fish other than those specifically defined as game fish in 
ORS 496.009. 

(41) "Operation plan" means an action plan developed by the Department that generally 
addresses how the objectives in a management plan for harvest or production of a species 
shall be attained. 
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(42) "Optimum" means the desired fish production level as stated in management plans 
or set by specific Commission action. 

(43) "Phenotype" means any characteristic of an organism that is determined by the 
organism's genes, genotype and the environment. 

(44) "Policy" means mandatory direction or constraints that provide the framework for 
Department programs. 

(45) "Population" means a group of fish originating and reproducing in a particular area 
at a particular time which do not interbreed to any substantial degree with any other 
group reproducing in a different area or in the same area at a different time. 

(46) "Presmolt" means a juvenile anadromous fish which has fed and reared but is not yet 
a smolt. 

(47) "Production" means the number or pounds of fish raised in a hatchery or resulting 
from natural spawning and rearing in freshwater, estuarine, or ocean habitats; also used in 
reference to harvest. 

(48) "Propagation of fish" means the spawning, incubating, and/or rearing of fish by a 
human for sale, release or other uses. 

(49) "Random mortality" means fish mortality that generally does not affect the 
genotypic or phenotypic traits of fish populations. 

(50) "Rehabilitation" means short-term management actions which may include fish 
stocking, habitat improvement, harvest management, or other work, that restore fish 
populations depressed by natural or man-made events. 

(51) "Release" means liberating fish or allowing fish to move into waters of the state. 

(52) "Risk" means the extent to which, a management practice may reduce population 
productivity or cause an undesirable change in genetic characteristics of a population. 

(53) "Sensitive" means those fishes that have been designated for special consideration 
pursuant to OAR 635-100-0040. 

(54) "Selective mortality" means fish mortality that generally affects the genotypic and 
phenotypic traits of fish populations. 

(55) "Serious depletion" means a significant likelihood that the species management unit 
will become threatened or endangered under either the state or federal Endangered 
Species Act. 
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(56) "Significant or substantial" means a condition of sufficient magnitude such that it is 
likely to influence continued natural production at optimum levels. 

(57) "Smolt" means a juvenile salmon or trout that is capable of initiating a seaward 
migration and is capable of living in the sea. 

(58) "Species" means any group or population that interbreeds and is substantially 
reproductively isolated. 

(59) "Species hybridization" means the crossing of two different taxonomic species. 

(60) "Species management unit" means a collection of populations from a common 
geographic region that share similar genetic and ecological characteristics. 

(61) "STEP" means Salmon Trout Enhancement Program. 

(62) "Stock" means an aggregation for management purposes of fish populations which 
typically share common characteristics such as life histories, migration patterns, or 
habitats. 

(63) "Stray" means a hatchery fish that spawns naturally in a location different from the 
location intended when the fish was stocked. 

(64) "Supplementation" means continued planting of fish to maintain or increase fish 
abundance in areas where natural production is insufficient to meet management 
objectives. 

(65) "Sustainable" means persistence over time, that is to say the ability of a population 
or a species management unit to maintain temporal, spatial, genetic, and ecological 
coherence while withstanding demographic, environmental, and genetic variation and 
catastrophic events from natural and human induced causes. 

(66) "Taxonomic species" means a group of fish that have been assigned a scientific 
name in the form of genus and species by the American Fisheries Society Committee on 
Common and Scientific Names of Fishes. 

(67) "Transfer" means moving fish from one facility to another or to waters of the state. 

(68) "Transgenic fish" means fish that have genes or groups of genes that have been 
transferred from another organism through the process of genetic engineering. 

(69) "Wild fish" means any naturally spawned fish in the taxonomic classes, Agnatha, 
Chondrichthyes, and Osteichthyes, belonging to an indigenous population. 

Stat. Auth.: ORS 496.012, ORS 496.138 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 496.171, ORS 496.172, ORS 496.176, ORS 496.182, ORS 
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496.430, ORS 496.435, ORS 496.445, ORS 496.450, ORS 496.455 
Hist.: FWC 25-1984, f. 6-21-84, ef. 7-1-84; FWC 6-1990, f. & cert. ef. 1-29-90; FWC 2-
1992, f. 1-28-92, cert. ef. 2-1-92; FWC 37-1992, f. 5-29-92, cert. ef. 6-1-92; FWC 15-
1997, f. & cert. ef. 3-10-97; DFW 131-2002, f. & cert. ef. 11-22-02; DFW 65-2003, f. & 
cert. ef. 7-17-03; DFW 96-2003, f. & cert. ef. 9-19-03 
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Fish Transport Permit 

635-007-0600 

Permit Required to Transport, Hold or Release Fish 

(1) Except as provided in OAR 635-007-0620 and in sections (3) and (4) of this rule, any 
person shall have in possession a Fish Transport Permit in order to: 

(a) Transport live fish into, within or out of this state; 

(b) Hold any live fish in the waters of this state; or 

[(c) Release or attempt to release any live fish into the waters of this state.] 

(2) Any person releasing or attemping to release any live fish into the waters of this 
state shall have in possession a Fish Transport Permit. A separate Fish Transport 
Permit shall be obtained for each release site but not for each delivery of fish made to a 
site during the authorized permit period, provided the total number of fish delivered does 
not exceed the number authorized to be transported under the permit. 

(3) Section (1) of this rule shall not apply to: 

(a) Aquaria species intended for aquaria use. Aquaria use means holding fish in closed 
systems where untreated effluent does not enter state waters; 

(b) Shellfish taken for personal use or fish taken in duly authorized commercial fisheries. 
A transport permit is required is required for persons importing live fish for sale to 
wholesalers, fish dealers, retail fish dealers, restaurants, or the ultimate consumer; 

(c) Activities authorized under a STEP Permit (OAR 635-009-0115); 

(d) Federally licensed projects which have been approved by the Department; 

(e) Fish transport activities specifically authorized under a Scientific Taking Permit 
issued by the Department. 

(4) A valid Department egg or fish shipment report, or copy thereof, may be used in lieu 
of a Fish Transport Permit to transport, hold or release live eggs or fish sold or provided 
by the Department. 

(5) The Department may refuse to issue a Fish Transport Permit on the following 
grounds: 

(a) The holding or release of the fish specified in the application will be the first 
introduction of that species into the waters of the holding or release site; 
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(b) The Department finds the holding or release of the fish specified, either singly or in 
combination with the holding or release of fish under other permits, would tend to 
adversely affect existing fish populations in or below the holding or release site; or 

(c) The applicant has violated any term of any statute or regulation, or any license, permit 
or operational plan issued by the Department; 

(d) The applicant has failed to pay any sums it owes to the Department or which are owed 
to the Department under any license or permit it holds or the benefits of which it enjoys. 

Stat. Auth.: ORS 496.138, ORS 496.146 & ORS 506.119 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 497.252, ORS 497.298, ORS 498.222 & ORS 508.111 
Hist.: FWC 27-1982, f. & ef. 4-30-82; FWC 25-1984, f. 6-21-84, ef. 7-1-84, Renumbered 
from 635-043-0300; FWC 3-1991, f. & cert. ef. 1-18-91; DFW 38-1999, f. & cert. ef. 5-
24-99; DFW 110-2001, f. & cert. ef. 11-23-01 
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Fish Propagation License 
(Authorization to Propagate, Rear, and Sell Live Fish) 

635-007-0650  

License Required 

(1) Except as provided in section (3) of this rule, any person shall obtain a Fish 
Propagation License in order to propagate[, rear] for sale or sell any live fish. 

(2) A separate Fish Propagation License shall be obtained for each rearing site and shall 
be renewed annually. 

(3) Section (1) of this rule shall not apply to: 

(a) The propagation and sale of nongame aquaria species in aquaria; 

(b) The operation of salmon hatcheries regulated under ORS 508.700 through ORS 
508.745 and OAR Chapter 635, Division 040 as further clarified at OAR 635-007-0680; 
or 

(c) Activities authorized under a STEP Permit (OAR 635-009-0115); 

(d) Activities authorized under a Cooperative Salmon Hatchery Agreement (OAR 635-
009-0400 through OAR 635-009-0455). 

(4) The department may attach to the fish propagation license any terms and conditions it 
deems necessary to achieve compliance with Oregon laws or rules. 

(5) The department may refuse to issue any fish propagation license if: 

(a) Applicant fails to meet any of the deadlines specified in OAR 635-007-0655; 

(b) The propagation of the fish specified in the application will be the first introduction of 
that species into the watershed in which the proposed facility is located; 

(c) The department finds the operation, as proposed by the applicant, would tend to be 
harmful to existing fish populations in or below the site of the proposed propagation 
facility; 

(d) The department finds the applicant violated any terms of any license, permit or 
operational plan issued by the department; 

(e) The department finds the applicant has failed to comply with any statute, rule or 
reporting requirements relevant to the operation of the propagation facility; or 
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(f) The applicant has failed to pay any sums it owes to the department or which are owed 
to the department under any license or permit it holds or the benefits of which it enjoys. 

Stat. Auth.: ORS 496.138 & ORS 506.119 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 496.146, ORS 497.252 & ORS 506.124 
Hist.: FWC 27-1982, f. & ef. 4-30-82; FWC 25-1984, f. 6-21-84, ef. 7-1-84, Renumbered 
from 635-043-0400; FWC 3-1991, f. & cert. ef. 1-18-91; FWC 15-1997, f. & cert. ef. 3-
10-97.  
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Fish Species-Sturgeon 
 

635-007-0705 
Obtaining Sturgeon and Eggs for Propagation 
Any person desiring to propagate sturgeon must develop sturgeon broodstock from which to take 
eggs to continue the sturgeon propagation operation. Oversize sturgeon shall not be collected on 
a continuing basis to support either experimental or production rearing. Sturgeon [and] eggs or 
sperm taken from wild fish to provide seed for propagation and development of 
broodstock for a fish propagation facility may be obtained only by a person who held a 
permit to collect wild broodstock in the year 2006, and only through the year 2010, and 
may be obtained in the manner described in sections (1) to (3) of this rule: 
(1) Legal Size Sturgeon may be taken pursuant to: 
(a) Commercial fishing activities under a valid commercial fishing license; 
(b) Commercial fishing activities by other fishermen under a valid commercial fishing license. 
Sturgeon may be purchased from such fishermen, as authorized by rules for the purchase of fish 
from commercial fishermen. A wholesale fish dealer's license is required; 
(c) Sport fishing activities under a valid sport fishing license. Sturgeon caught under a sport 
fishing license shall not be transported via land except as authorized in a fish transport permit. 
Sport fishermen shall not be compensated for any fish or eggs provided to a fish propagation 
facility operator. 
(2) Oversize Sturgeon: A person may only collect oversize female sturgeon under a special 
permit issued by the Department as further provided in OAR 635-007-0710. The permit will only 
authorize collection of fish from Oregon waters of the main stem Columbia below Bonneville 
Dam, unless the permittee also has a valid State of Washington permit for collecting oversize 
female sturgeon in Washington state waters. Any such fish collected under Washington state 
permits shall reduce the total number allowed to be collected in Oregon: 
(a) In addition to open commercial fishing seasons in which legal gear may be used, a permittee 
may collect oversize female sturgeon by gill net having a mesh size greater than nine inches, 
stretch measure, during the period April 1 through June 30. Nets shall be tended at all times. A 
commercial fishing license shall also be required; 
(b) A permittee may personally collect oversize female sturgeon with sport gear. A sport fishing 
license shall also be required. 
(3) Licensed Propagation Facility: Eggs, brood stock or juveniles may be obtained from a licensed 
propagation facility. 
 
Stat. Auth.: ORS 506 & ORS 508 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 506 & ORS 508 
Hist.: FWC 33-1988, f. & cert. ef. 5-24-88 
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635-007-0710 
Special Permit Rules to Collect Male and Oversize Female Sturgeon 
Any person desiring to propagate sturgeon must develop sturgeon broodstock from which to take 
eggs to continue the sturgeon propagation operation.  Oversize sturgeon shall not be collected on 
a continuing basis to support either experimental or production rearing.  Sturgeon [and] eggs or 
sperm taken from wild fish to provide seed for propagation and development of broodstock for 
a fish propagation facility may be obtained only by a person who held a permit to collect wild 
broodstock in the year 2006, and only through the year 2010, and may be obtained in the 
manner described in sections (1) to (3) of this rule: 
(1) Application and Eligibility for Permit: A special permit to collect oversize female sturgeon shall 
be issued only to an individual who held such a permit for the year 2006, and may only 
authorize collection of oversize sturgeon through the year 2010. The individual applicant 
shall: 
(a) Make a request in writing; 
(b) Demonstrate in such request the individual has the technical expertise and experience to 
handle adult sturgeon, conduct an examination of the fish to determine the state of maturity, and 
take eggs without harm to the fish or eggs; 
(c) Designate in the request an Oregon licensed fish propagation facility for fish rearing; and 
(d) Designate in the request a landing site in Oregon for transfer of the collected fish to the fish 
propagation facility. 
(2) Obligations of the Permittee: 
(a) The permittee shall not collect more than six oversize female sturgeon for the purpose of 
holding and egg collection at the licensed fish propagation facility designated by the Department 
in the issued permit. Permittee may also collect up to 12 male sturgeon less than six feet in length 
which may be held live for the purpose of fertilizing said eggs when collected; 
(b) The permittee shall tag both males and oversize female sturgeon at the time of capture with 
tags provided by the Department; 
(c) The permittee shall be present during capture and shall transport collected sturgeon, by boat, 
to the landing site designated in the permit for transfer to the fish propagation facility. The 
sturgeon may be held for a reasonable length of time for removal of ripe eggs or collection of 
sperm, and for recovery prior to transfer and release back to the river in good condition at the 
landing site. Fish transport permits are required; 
(d) The permittee may conduct an examination of the sturgeon for maturity by making a small 
incision in the fish to check for ripeness. The incision shall be properly sutured prior to holding or 
release; 
(e) The permittee shall carry the permit at all times when conducting operations authorized by the 
permit and shall cause a copy of such permit to be posted at the propagation facility designated in 
the permit; 
(f) The permittee shall notify the Department prior to the initiation of any sturgeon collection 
authorized by the special permit; 
(g) The permittee shall make available to the Department, at permittee's expense, up to 5,000 
fingerlings unless the Department requests fewer, from each oversize wild female sturgeon 
spawned for stocking within the state; 
(h) The permittee shall file monthly reports with the Department, by the 10th of each month, on a 
form or format acceptable to the Department, which shows the number of wild sturgeon 
examined, tagged, collected, held, and spawned, as well as other general information about 
operations conducted under the special permit and fish propagation program. 
(3) Permit Limitations; Non-transferability: 
(a) The total number of oversize female sturgeon which may be collected form Oregon waters 
shall be reduced proportionately by any such sturgeon collected in the state of Washington; 
(b) The special permit shall be issued only to an individual and is not transferable from said 
individual to another individual. In the event the individual issued the permit is no longer available 
to conduct permit activities or carry out responsibilities required by these rules, a new application 
for a permit shall be submitted to the Department. 
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(4) Annual Permit Renewal: 
(a) The special permit is an annual permit and shall expire on December 31 of each year; 
(b) A fee of $10 is required to be submitted with the application for the special permit; 
(c) In order to renew the special permit, the permittee shall submit a written request for renewal, 
together with a fee of $10 and a copy of the permittee's annual operations report by January 10 of 
the next year. The annual operations report shall summarize the monthly reports and show the 
numbers of fish sold and on hand. 
(5) Refusal to Issue or Renew a Special Permit; Revocation and Suspension: 
(a) Where the Commission proposes to refuse to issue or renew a special permit or to revoke or 
suspend a special permit an opportunity for a hearing shall be given, as provided in ORS Chapter 
183, the Administrative Procedures Act; 
(b) The Commission may refuse to issue or renew a special permit or revoke or suspend a 
special permit where the individual applying for or holding the special permit: 
(A) Fails to comply with OAR 635-007-0700 through 635-007-0720 and/or OAR 635-004-0090; or 
(B) Has been convicted of any crime relating to the fish and wildlife laws of this state, or any other 
state or of the United States; or 
(C) Has been convicted of any crime involving dishonesty, misrepresentation or fraud under the 
laws of this state, or any other state or of the United States; or 
(D) Has been convicted of any violation of OAR 635-007-0700 through 635-007-0720 and/or OAR 
635-004-0090. 
 
Stat. Auth.: ORS 506 & ORS 508 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 506 & ORS 508 
Hist.: FWC 33-1988, f. & cert. ef. 5-24-88 
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635-007-0720  

Possession of Sturgeon for Spawning and Propagation 

(1) General Authorization. The Department will allow: 

(a) Holding of male and oversize female sturgeon collected from the wild, until spawned 
for collection and incubation of eggs (pursuant to the special permit); 

(b) Holding of adults raised at the fish propagation facility, or fish obtained through legal 
sport fishing or commercial activities; and 

(c) Subsequent rearing and sale of white sturgeon under a fish propagation license. 

(2) Special Requirements: 

(a)The Department shall be immediately notified of the death of any adult sturgeon held 
at the licensed fish propagation facility or killed during any collection operation 
authorized by a special permit to collect male and oversize female sturgeon; 

(b) Possession or sale of dressed or whole sturgeon or roe therefrom at or from a licensed 
fish propagation facility is prohibited except as provided in OAR 635-004-0090; 635-
006-0140; and 635-006-0145; 

(c) Notwithstanding subsection (2)(b) of this rule, the Department may, in the event an 
adult fish dies, direct that it be field dressed, specifically tagged and iced (including the 
eggs), and held for pickup. In addition, sturgeon less than six inches in length resulting 
from fish propagation at the facility may be sold live. Sturgeon larger than six inches in 
length may not be sold without prior written approval of the Department. 

Stat. Auth.: ORS 506 & ORS 508 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 506 & ORS 508 
Hist.: FWC 33-1988, f. & cert. ef. 5-24-88 
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Sturgeon Propagation License 
(Authorization to Propagate, Rear, and Sell Live Sturgeon and Eggs) 

 
635-007-0725 
License Required 
(1) Except as provided in section (4) of this rule, any person shall obtain a Sturgeon 
Propagation License in order to propagate for sale or sell any live sturgeon or sturgeon 
eggs. 
(2) Each year the Department is authorized to issue up to 15 sturgeon propagation 
permits.  Permits will be allocated first to those persons who currently hold sturgeon 
propagation permits except for good cause not to reissue a permit (such as violations of 
terms or conditions of a current propagation permit or violations of other fish and wildlife 
laws), and thereafter to those persons submitting a completed, acceptable application in 
the order in which the completed applications were received. 
(3) A separate Sturgeon Propagation License shall be obtained for each commercial 
propagation or rearing site and shall be renewed annually. 
(4) Any permit in good standing is entitled to be renewed for the following year.  Any 
permits remaining after December 31st may be distributed by lottery amongst the 
applicants in January of the following year, and any permits remaining shall then be 
distributed on a first come - first serve basis. 
(5) The department may attach to the Sturgeon propagation license any terms and 
conditions it deems necessary to achieve compliance with Oregon laws or rules or protect 
native wildlife. 
(6) The department may refuse to issue any Sturgeon propagation license if: 
(a) Applicant fails to meet any of the deadlines specified in OAR 635-007-0730; 
(b) Propagation of sturgeon will be the first introduction of that species into the watershed 
in which the proposed facility is located; 
(c) The department finds the operation, as proposed by the applicant, would tend to be 
harmful to existing fish populations [in or below the site of the proposed propagation 
facility]; 
(d) The department finds the applicant violated any terms of any license, permit or 
operational plan issued by the department; 
(e) The department finds the applicant has failed to comply with any statute, rule or 
reporting requirements relevant to the operation of the propagation facility; or 
(f) The applicant has failed to pay any sums it owes to the department or which are owed 
to the department under any license or permit it holds or the benefits of which it enjoys. 
 
Stat. Auth.: ORS 496.012, ORS 496.138 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 496.171, ORS 496.172, ORS 496.176, ORS 496.182, ORS 496.430, ORS 
496.435, ORS 496.445, ORS 496.450, ORS 496.455 
Hist.:  
 
 
635-007-0730 
License Application Process 
(1) Any person wishing to obtain or renew a new Sturgeon Propagation License shall 
complete and submit to the Department the appropriate license application form. 
Application forms are available upon request from the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife. Applications to renew an existing license shall be submitted to the Department by 
December 1 of the year prior to the license year in order to renew the permit as a matter of 
right. 
(2) In addition to the application form, persons requesting to license a new or not yet built 
facility shall describe in writing: 
(a) The location and physical layout of the facility; 
(b) Water supply (source, quantity, presence or absence of fish, and manner of access); 
(c) Species and sources of fish to be propagated; 
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(d) The status of applications for any required federal, state or local permits, including a 
water right from the Oregon Water Resources Department (WRD), a National Pollution 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit from the Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ), and land use permits from the county in which the facility is 
located. 
(3)(a) Prior to issuance of any new propagation license, the applicant shall develop a 
propagation facility operational plan, in consultation with the Department and Department 
approval obtained. Based on the species reared, size of operation and/or risk of escape, 
the Department may accept an abbreviated level of detail in the operational plan. Unless 
otherwise specified by the Department based on the above criteria, the operational plan 
shall include engineering designs of the facility drawn to scale and shall describe both the 
facility and its operations in detail and shall, at a minimum, include: 
(A) Species to be reared, ponding strategies by month, and projected loading densities per 
pond by month; 
(B) Pond cleaning schedules; 
(C) Transportation schedules for fish moved into and out of the facility; 
(D) Hatchery staff assignments; 
(E) Fish monitoring studies; 
(F) Facility screening, including designs, operations, and maintenance; 
(G) Avian exclosures on each rearing container; 
(H) Fish handling procedures; 
(I) Fish disease treatment procedures; 
(J) Use of quarantine and isolation facilities; 
(K) Procedures for handling emergency situations; 
(L) Chlorine monitoring regimen, where chlorination is required. 
(b) Except as otherwise specified by the Department based on species reared, size of 
operation and/or risk of escape, the applicant shall: 
(A) Develop and conduct fish population studies approved by the Department and funded 
by the applicant, sufficient to document preconstruction status of fish populations in the 
affected waterway; and 
(B) Develop and fund similar studies to be conducted in subsequent years to document 
changes caused by hatchery operation. 
(4) Prior to commencing operation of a facility, applicants must have both a fish 
propagation license and specific written authorization to operate from the Department. 
Authorization to operate shall be granted only: 
(a) Upon determination that all required federal, state and local permits have been 
obtained; and 
(b) After inspection and acceptance by the Department of any required fish screens, avian 
exclosures, disease control mechanisms, and isolation facilities. 
(5) The Department shall renew propagation licenses upon acceptance of: 
(a) A complete renewal application, submitted by December 1 of the prior year; 
(b) A propagation facility operational plan as provided in subsection (3)(a)of this rule 
approved by the Department for the year for which the license is to be renewed, submitted 
by December 1 with the renewal application. 
(c) Results of post-siting fish population studies, if required under subsection (3)(b)of this 
rule, submitted by December 1 of the prior year; and 
(d) Documentation that any required federal, state and local permits, including appropriate 
WRD water rights and DEQ NPDES permits, have been obtained. 
(e) To the extent that any sales summary information or final activity report cannot be 
provided by December 1 due to lack of data, such information shall be provided on a 
separate form by January 15, as required in OAR 635-007-0735(3). 
 
Stat. Auth.: ORS 496.012, ORS 496.138 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 496.171, ORS 496.172, ORS 496.176, ORS 496.182, ORS 496.430, ORS 
496.435, ORS 496.445, ORS 496.450, ORS 496.455 
Hist.:  
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635-007-0735 
Duties of Sturgeon Propagation Licensees 
(1) Each licensed Sturgeon propagator shall obtain a Fish Transport Permit for any 
sturgeon transported to the licensed facility or from the licensed facility to another site 
prior to such transportation and shall provide a copy of such permit to the person 
transporting the sturgeon for delivery to the person or entity receiving the fish. 
(2) Each licensed Sturgeon propagator shall maintain at the propagation facility a record 
of all business transactions involving the sale, purchase, shipment or loss of sturgeon or 
sturgeon eggs and shall make such record available for inspection upon request by the 
Department or the Oregon State Police. 
(3) Each licensed Sturgeon propagator shall submit an annual report of operations by 
January 15 of the next year; and shall submit the report by that date even if the licensee 
did not renew. The sales of fish shall be reported as total numbers and pounds of each 
species sold, either live or dead, during the year. The sales of sturgeon eggs shall be 
reported as total numbers of each species sold during the year. 
(4) The Department may require licensed Sturgeon propagators to submit monthly reports 
of sturgeon on hand at the facility. If required, this report shall list the species, stock, 
number per species and stock on hand, disease losses for each stock during the month, 
causative agent for such losses, and remedial treatments used to reduce losses. 
(5) Each licensed sturgeon propagator shall comply with all statutes and regulations of 
other agencies pertaining to the operation of the propagation facility. 
(6) Each licensed sturgeon propagator shall comply with the terms and conditions of his 
license and operational plan. 
(7) Sturgeon propagation facilities and records are subject to inspection at any time by the 
Department or the Oregon State Police. 
 
Stat. Auth.: ORS 496.012, ORS 496.138 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 496.171, ORS 496.172, ORS 496.176, ORS 496.182, ORS 496.430, ORS 
496.435, ORS 496.445, ORS 496.450, ORS 496.455 
Hist.:  
 
 
635-007-0740 
Purchase of Sturgeon from Sturgeon Propagation Licensee 
(1) No angling license is required to angle at the facilities of a licensed Sturgeon 
propagator. 
(2) It is unlawful to possess Sturgeon received from a Sturgeon propagation licensee 
without having a written receipt, or for the propagator to sell fish so taken without 
providing a written receipt, which includes: 
(a) Name of Sturgeon propagation licensee; 
(b) Location from which Sturgeon were taken; 
(c) Date shipped/received; 
(d) Name of purchaser; 
(e) Number of each species of Sturgeon received. 
(f) A fish transport permit accompanying the receipt of sale for any live sturgeon. 
 
Stat. Auth.: ORS 496.012, ORS 496.138 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 496.171, ORS 496.172, ORS 496.176, ORS 496.182, ORS 496.430, ORS 
496.435, ORS 496.445, ORS 496.450, ORS 496.455 
Hist.:  
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635-007-0745 
Revocation of Sturgeon Propagation License 
(1) The Commission may revoke a Sturgeon Propagation License in accordance with the 
applicable provisions of ORS 183.310 through 183.500 based on any of the following: 
(a) The Commission finds that the conduct of the facility would tend to be harmful to 
existing game fish or food fish populations; or 
(b) The licensee has violated any terms of any license, permit or operational plan issued 
by the Department; or 
(c) The licensee has filed to comply with any statute, rule or reporting requirement relevant 
to the operation of the facility; or 
(d) After request by the Department, the licensee has failed to pay any sums it owes to the 
Department or which are owed to the Department under any license or permit it holds or 
the benefits of which it enjoys. 
(2) Revocation of a Sturgeon Propagation License shall be in addition to and not in lieu of 
other penalties provided by law. 
 
Stat. Auth.: ORS 496.012, ORS 496.138 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 496.171, ORS 496.172, ORS 496.176, ORS 496.182, ORS 496.430, ORS 
496.435, ORS 496.445, ORS 496.450, ORS 496.455 
Hist.:  
 


