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Background: 
OCS & ONS 

Requirements: 

• 10-year review and update of the OCS & ONS 

• Collaborative approach to conservation 

• Required by the USFWS to continue to receive State 

Wildlife Grant funding 

• Deadline: October 1st, 2015 

 

Parallel revision efforts: 

• OCS update led by the Conservation Program 

• ONS update led by the Nearshore Program 

• Final products are integrated into one cohesive strategy  



Table of Contents 

Oregon Conservation Strategy:  

• Introduction, goals, “How to use” 

• Statewide Key Conservation 

Issues 

• Ecoregions 

• Conservation Opportunity Areas 

• Strategy Habitats 

• Strategy Species Methods  

• Strategy Species List  

• Monitoring 

• Conservation toolbox: Outreach, 

index of conservation programs 

• Conclusions: Funding, 

Implementation, Review 

 

Oregon Nearshore Strategy:  

• Introduction 

• Context 

• Development 

• Coastal communities 

• Nearshore species 

• Nearshore habitats 

• Factors affecting nearshore 

species and habitats 

• Research and monitoring 

• Recommendations: Education, 

outreach, research, monitoring, 

management, policy 

• Conclusions 

 



USFWS Required Elements for 

State Wildlife Action Plans: 

Oregon Conservation Strategy and 

Oregon Nearshore Strategy: 

1. Distribution and abundance of 

species indicative of state’s wildlife 

Identifies Strategy Species 

2. Key habitats and community types 

essential to species identified above 

Identifies Strategy Habitats 

3. Problems adversely affecting 

species and habitats and priority 

research to identify solutions  

Describes conservation issues for Strategy 

Species, Strategy Habitats, and statewide 

4. Description of priority conservation 

actions 

Describes conservation actions for Strategy 

Species and Habitats. OCS identifies 

Conservation Opportunity Areas. ONS 

identifies Recommendations.  

5. Monitoring Describes plan for monitoring and adaptive 

management 

6. Review Comprehensive review every 10 years 

7. Coordination with land and water 

managers and conservation partners 

Extensive coordination throughout the 

update process 

8. Public participation Review committees; Stakeholder Advisory 

Committee; open public comment process 



Original (2006) Section: Summary of Changes in 2015 Update: 

Introduction, background, 

ecoregions 

Updated to bring in new information and 

relevant initiatives. Added “How to use the 

Strategy” section. Added Nearshore ecoregion 

Strategy Species Updated species list and supporting 

information to integrate new scientific 

information 

Strategy Habitats Updated maps and descriptions to integrate 

new scientific information 

Conservation Opportunity Areas New analysis and comprehensive review 

process to integrate new scientific information  

Key Conservation Issues  Updated descriptions to integrate new 

scientific information  

Monitoring Updated to provide guidance to partners. 

Added “ten year report”.  

Conservation Toolbox: Outreach, 

lists of programs 

Updated to integrate recent information and 

current programs  

Methods, references, 

implementation & review schedule 

Updated as necessary 

Purple rows show USFWS Required Elements 



Online Format 

Background: 

• Currently large paper document 

 

2015 Update: 

• Contract with Ecotrust 

• Completely web-enable the Oregon Conservation 

Strategy and Nearshore Strategy component 

 

 

 



Online Format: Examples 



Online Format: COA Profile 



Online Format: Search function 



Online Format: Link to Compass  



Public Involvement:  

Summary 

• Partner Notification Letter (July 2014) 

• ODFW Reviewers (2014 – August 2015) 

• External Technical Reviewers (2014 –August 2015) 

• Stakeholder Advisory Committee (April – July 2015) 

• Online public review of updated content (June – July 

2015)  
 • Upcoming web application testing:  

–  Committee members and ODFW to “alpha – test” 

– “Beta” release ~ October 2015 

– Full public release upon USFWS approval 



Marine component of the 

Oregon  

Conservation Strategy 

Oregon Nearshore Strategy  



Overview of Public Involvement 

Notified key partners and stakeholders (July and Sept 2014) 

 

Web Outreach Seeking Public Input (Sept 2014 – Present) 

• ODFW Marine Resources Program Home Page 

• Oregon Nearshore Strategy Page 

Technical Advisory Committee (April – June 2015) 

 

Public and Stakeholder Review & Input (June – July 2015) 

• Public Review Draft Available Online: June 19 – July 20 

• Public meetings: Newport July 7 and North Bend 9, 2015 

Commission Meetings: January, April, August, September 2015 

 



Summary of Changes 

• The term “Nearshore” was expanded to include all of Oregon’s 

Territorial Sea, shoreline areas in the supratidal zone, and 

portions of Oregon’s estuaries 

 

• Human dimensions coastal communities information updated 

 

• New and updated information incorporated & content was 

reorganized to make it easier to find information on:  

• Species 

• Habitats  

• Factors affecting species and habitats  

• Research and monitoring needs  



2006 Species 

Strategy Species: 

• 53 species 

• 34 Fishes 

• 10 Invertebrates 

• 6 Marine Mammals 

• 3 Algae and Plants 



Strategy Species: 

• 73 species 

• 39 Fishes 

• 14 Invertebrates 

• 10 Birds 

• 6 Marine Mammals 

• 4 Algae and Plants 

2015 Species 



Habitats 



Habitats 

2006 Cape Arago Substrate Map 2015 Cape Arago Substrate Map 



Factors Affecting Species 

and Habitats 

All Factors Updated 

 

Climate Change and Ocean Acidification 

 

Non-native and Invasive Species 



Factors Affecting Species 

and Habitats 

All Factors Updated 

 

Climate Change and Ocean Acidification 

 

Non-native and Invasive Species 



Summary of Changes 

• Better integration of the Oregon Nearshore Strategy and the 

Oregon Conservation Strategy 

• Integrated Strategy Species list 

• Nearshore Ecoregion in the Oregon Conservation Strategy 

• Work is underway to web enable the Strategy documents 

  

• Updated Recommendations:  

• Education and Outreach 

• Research and Monitoring  

• Management and Policy 



Education and Outreach 

1) General Public, Stakeholder and Advisory Group 

Engagement 

 

2) Nearshore Resources Outreach Information, Access 

and Awareness  

 

3) Communications Partnerships 



Research and Monitoring 

4) Ecosystem Response to Climate Change 

 

5) Ecosystem Characterization – Species and Habitats 

 

6) Fishery Independent Surveys 

 

7) Nearshore Species Stock Assessments 

 

8) Human Dimensions Research and Monitoring 

 

9) Marine Mammals-Fisheries Interactions 



Management and Policy 

10) Management Response to Climate Change 

 

11) Marine Fishery Management Plans 

 

12) Marine Planning  



Questions? 


