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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Phil Martin
odfw.commission@state.or.us
Metolius River Regulation Changes
Monday, July 23, 2018 2:57:05 PM

Hi Director Melcher,
I want to recommend suggested changes to the 2018 fishing regulations for the Metolius River.
Below are my suggested fishing regulations:
1. Fly fishing only for the entire length of the Metolius.
2. Single barbless hooks only.
3. Catch and release for all fish species.
4. Non-toxic weights only.
The above suggested changes would eliminate the use of lures, bait and treble hooks anywhere on
the Metolius. Please contact me if you have questions about my suggested changes. Also, please
include my contact information on any lists for updates on the status of any regulation meetings,
hearings, etc.
Phil Martin

Phil Martin & Associates
4860 Irvine Boulevard
Suite 203
Irvine, CA 92620
Office – 949-454-1800
Cell – 949-637-4373

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Christopher.Locke
odfw.commission@state.or.us
Metolius River Fishing Regulation Change for 2019
Friday, July 6, 2018 8:08:07 AM
image001.png

Dear Commissioners,
I am in support of proposed changes to the Metolius River fishing regulations for 2019 to make the
entire river Fly Fishing Only with Single Point Barbless hooks. Any and all recommendation in the
linked article I am in full support. I have been coming to the river since I was born (1988). I
remember when the river was classified as a Wild and Scenic river in 1996. The fishing got tough,
businesses slowed, but the river began to thrive again. Sure I loved catching planted fish as a 7 year
old boy but I didn’t know what they were doing to the river. Now that I have aged I recognize the
importance of protecting this river as wild. The fish have come back and so have the people.
However with the increase in people and a new generation of anglers many cannot recognize or
disconcert the work and changes made to the river. To make it a “Wild and Scenic River”. Over the
past few years I have seen the fishing decline or plateau. I believe this is largely related to poor
regulations and lack of awareness by the public as more people have come (back) to the river over
the years. As it stands this is a predominantly trout fishery, but is working to host both salmon and
steelhead. If there is no stocked portion of this river than I don’t see the benefit in risking wild trout
and salmon growth with unclear regulations and gear fishing. The intent of this river is to be catch
and release only. There are two very near rivers that provide a fly fishing only stocked fish program
in the Fall River, as well as, a fly-fishing and gear fishing opportunity in the Deschutes River. Both
rivers have opportunity for retention as well. So why not make the Metolius what it has been built
up to be and that is a “Wild and Scenic” river protected with strong regulations that allow fishing
opportunity to the public with clear direction.
Referenced Article:
http://www.johnkreft.com/support-changes-to-metolius-river-fishing-regulations-for-2019/
Thank you, let me know if you have any questions or comments.

Christopher Locke
Foreshore – Superintendent
Kiewit-Ledcor TMEP Partnership (KLTP)
Office: (604) 629.0985
Cell: (360) 591.5508

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Michelle Tate
Michael Gauvin; April H Mack
FW: Letter to ODFW Commissioners Buckmaster, Bittle, Wolley, Webber, Akenson, and Finley and ODFW
Regulations & Program Manager Gauvin
Friday, June 15, 2018 8:14:32 AM

Fishing Reg PC
From: Norm Harrell <stronghorse@bendbroadband.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 14, 2018 10:06 PM
To: odfw.commission@state.or.us; michael.w.gauvin@state.or.us
Subject: Letter to ODFW Commissioners Buckmaster, Bittle, Wolley, Webber, Akenson, and Finley
and ODFW Regulations & Program Manager Gauvin

Dear Sirs and Madam,
Due to my concerns for the very special waters of the Metolius River —which is heavily
fished, both legally and illegally— I would like to express my desire to see the below listed
restrictions applied to the upcoming 2019 regulations. Controlled —and enforced— use is
necessary to the future of the Metolius as a healthy river.

Fly fishing only
Catch and release of all species
Eliminate Non-toxic weight
No bait allowed
Single, barbless hooks (no treble hooks)
No fishing from a floating device
Thank you for your consideration,
Norman Harrell
Member of Project Healing Waters and Proud Military Veteran
Bend, Oregon
“A day spent fishing is a day well spent”

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dennis Hardman
odfw.commission@state.or.us
Metolius River Regulations
Wednesday, June 6, 2018 3:42:12 PM

Attention: Michael Finley, Chair ODFW Commission
Dear Mr. Chairman,
This correspondence is in support of proposed changes to Metolius River fishing regulations.
Specifically, the entire river should be subject to the following rules:
Fly fishing only
Catch and release of all species
Eliminate Non-toxic weight
No bait allowed
Single, barbless hooks (no treble hooks)
No fishing from a floating device
The Metolius is a uniquely valuable river to the State of Oregon. These regulations will help
insure it remains so.
Sincerely,
Dennis J. Hardman

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Michael Gauvin
April H Mack
FW: Metolius River Fishing Regulation Changes
Monday, June 11, 2018 3:53:55 PM

From: efhughes3@att.net [mailto:efhughes3@att.net]
Sent: Thursday, June 7, 2018 5:46 PM
To: michael.w.gauvin@state.or.us; odfw.commission@state.or.us
Subject: Metolius River Fishing Regulation Changes
I’d like to see these changes made to Metolius River Fishing Regulations for 2019. We need to
protect this pristine resource’s ecology.
Fly fishing only THE ENTIRE RIVER
Catch and release of all species
Eliminate Non-toxic weight
No bait allowed THE ENTIRE RIVER
Single, barbless hooks (no treble hooks)
No fishing from a floating device
Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Ed Hughes
Bend, OR

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Michelle Tate
Michael Gauvin; April H Mack
FW: Metolius River Regulation Changes
Monday, June 18, 2018 8:24:42 AM

Fishing Reg PC
From: John Kreft <jckreft@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, June 16, 2018 12:04 PM
To: odfw.commission@state.or.us; michael.w.gauvin@state.or.us
Subject: Metolius River Regulation Changes
To: Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Commissioners – Michael Finley, Chair; Holly Akenson;
Bruce Buckmaster; Jim Bittle; George Wolley; Bob Webber
I’m writing to request the ODFW Commission consider changing the fishing regulations for the
Metolius River.
In the past few years, poaching of Bull Trout has become more pervasive on the lower river. Oregon
State Police Troopers have been successful apprehending and convicting a few bait and lure
fishermen, including one instance of 16 Bull Trout poached in early 2018. But their efforts could be
enhanced by changing the whole Metolius River to fly fishing only with catch and release regulations
for ALL fish in the river.
I have fished the river for over 45 years. I believe it fishes better today than before 1996 when the
river was regularly stocked with trout.
My wife and I have seen remnants of fish kills on the lower river as well as bait containers. I’ve
encountered non-fly fishers around the hatchery using spinning rods. And in one case, a drift boat
was trying to find a launch site in the Allen Springs campground.
The Metolius River was designated a Wild & Scenic River as part of the Oregon Omnibus Act of 1980,
with the management plan written in 1996. It is a beautiful and priceless gem that is fragile and
needs additional protection of endangered Bull Trout. We are fortunate to have a strong population
of Bull Trout in the cold, clear waters of the Metolius and are able to fish for them. In many rivers,
these fish are protected and can’t be targeted.
Please help protect the Metolius River by considering and approving the following regulation
changes:
·

Fly fishing only for the entire river.

·

Catch and release of all species.

·

Barbless, single hooks only.

·

No bait allowed.

·

Eliminate non-toxic weight.

One last change I would like to see is no fishing from a floating device on the Metolius River. With
the proliferation of floating devices in Central Oregon, I think it’s only a matter of time before
someone launches a pontoon boat (or similar device) and anchors in the middle of the river and
begins fishing. The Metolius River is too fragile to allow this type of fishing.
Thank you for your consideration.

John Kreft

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Chris Foster
Curt Melcher; odfw.commission@state.or.us
FW: URGENT Metolius River Regulation Change to Fly Fishing Only The Entire River
Thursday, May 31, 2018 4:43:09 PM
URGENT Metolius River Regulation Change to Fly Fishing Only The Entire River.pdf

Director Melcher and Commissioners,
The Endangered Bull Trout and other species on the Metolius River are being poached and killed due to very
confusing regulations and the Oregon State Police, Fish & Wildlife Division needs your help to push through the
following regulation changes for 2019.
1. Fly Fishing Only- The Entire River. Please See Senior Trooper Scott Sogge's Comments- Oregon State PoliceFish & Wildlife- Bend. He is supporting this change for ease of enforcement.
2. Catch and Release- All Species.
3. Absolutely NO BAIT Allowed.
4. Single Barbless Hooks Only5. Non-Toxic weights or No Weights Allowed.
6. Refer to Bridge 99 (Old Term that doesn't show up on any maps or current information) as Lower Bridge to be the
same as all the signage which is Lower Bridge.
I have sent each one of you a 3 ring notebook with a lot of attachments, but these are the guts of the information.
Commissioner Wolley, I mailed your to the Portland address shown on the website, but it was returned and I will
personally deliver one to the ODFW receptionist next week.
I personally surveyed about 100 people who have been fishing or visiting the Metolius River for a combined 1,401
aggregate years.
I'm a 32 year Volunteer Angler Education Instructor with ODFW. I have nothing against fishing with Bait or
Hardware in areas that allow those methods and in fact fish for Salmon with Bait or Plugs or barbless spinners for
Steelhead in my 16 foot Willy Drift Boat.
There has been an argument stated that ODFW does not want to limit the opportunity to fish with spinners below
"Bridge 99"/Lower Bridge. Spinner fishing makes it easier for people to put bait on small spinners and kill the Bull
Trout, Trout, Native Mountain Whitefish and any Salmon or Steelhead that may be in the river. I've witnessed this
illegal activity personally but was unable to get the license number of those involved.
The argument about opportunity is the same as if I wanted to go deer hunting in the Metolius River Preserve which
would limit my opportunity to deer hunt (I don't anymore). If a person wanted to deer hunt, they would have to
apply for the proper permit in an open area which would not be on or near The Metolius River. I can teach anyone to
fly fish in less that 5 minutes with a simple fixed line water cast so there is NO excuse for not fly fishing on The
Metolius.
There are dozens of lakes within 20 to 90 minutes of Camp Sherman which allow all methods of fishing. There is
also a new Kids Pond opening this weekend at the Old Fish Hatchery Site near Lake Creek Lodge in Camp Sherman
which creates a new opportunity.
Fall River south of Bend is Fly Fishing Only and it is stocked with about 300-400 fish every two weeks. I makes no
sense that The Metolius River is not Fly Fishing Only the entire river as it has not been stocked since 1996.
Chris
Chris L. Foster | Senior Vice President
T: 503.525.5456

C: 503.970.7753
2701 NW Vaughn St., Suite 340 Portland OR 97210 www.bbnw.com | cfoster@bbnw.com | OR & SW WA

Please remember that insurance coverage cannot be bound, amended, or cancelled by leaving an electronic message
or voice mail message.
The information contained in this communication, including attachments is privileged and confidential. It may also
contain protected health information which is governed by HIPAA regulations and is intended only for the
individual named. You and your entity are responsible to assure HIPAA regulation and guidelines are followed. It is
intended only for the exclusive use of the addressee. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the
employee or agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify us by telephone immediately.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Michael Gauvin
April H Mack; Michael Harrington
FW: Change the Regulations on the Metolius River
Monday, July 23, 2018 9:32:45 AM

From: JANET KEEN [mailto:janet.keen@comcast.net]
Sent: Sunday, July 22, 2018 3:31 PM
To: michael.w.gauvin@state.or.us
Subject: Change the Regulations on the Metolius River

As a resident of Camp Sherman, OR and a long-time fly-fisher of the Metolius River, I
urge you to change the fishing regulations for this very special water, as follows:

1. Fly fishing ONLY for the entire river.
2. Catch and release ONLY for all species, including trout, whitefish, salmon and
steelhead, and for the entire river.
3. Barbless single hooks ONLY for the entire river.
4. Absolutely no bait allowed for the entire river.
5. Omit references to Bridge 99 and change to Lower Bridge.

Thank you,

Janet Keen

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Michael Gauvin
Michael Harrington; April H Mack
Fwd: Metolius River Regulation Changes
Monday, July 23, 2018 2:51:37 PM

Begin forwarded message:
From: Phil Martin <pmartin@philmartinassociates.com>
Date: July 23, 2018 at 2:30:04 PM PDT
To: "michael.w.gauvin@state.or.us" <michael.w.gauvin@state.or.us>
Subject: Metolius River Regulation Changes
Hi Michael,
I want to recommend suggested changes to the 2018 fishing regulations for the
Metolius River. Below are my suggested fishing regulations:
<!--[if !supportLists]-->1. <!--[endif]-->Fly fishing only for the entire length of the
Metolius.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->2. <!--[endif]-->Single barbless hooks only.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->3. <!--[endif]-->Catch and release for all fish species.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->4. <!--[endif]-->Non-toxic weights only.
The above suggested changes would eliminate the use of lures, bait and treble hooks
anywhere on the Metolius. Please contact me if you have questions about my
suggested changes. Also, please include my contact information on any lists for
updates on the status of any regulation meetings, hearings, etc.
Phil Martin

Phil Martin & Associates
4860 Irvine Boulevard
Suite 203
Irvine, CA 92620
Office – 949-454-1800
Cell – 949-637-4373

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Michelle Tate
Michael Gauvin
April H Mack
FW: Metolius River Fishing Regulation Changes Needed
Wednesday, May 23, 2018 3:57:04 PM

Fishing Reg PC
-----Original Message----From: Jeff Conrad <jeffconrad@bendbroadband.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 23, 2018 2:04 PM
To: brett.hodgson@state.or.us; erik.moberly@state.or.us; michael.w.gauvin@state.or.us;
odfw.commission@state.or.us
Cc: SOGGE Scott <Scott.Sogge@state.or.us>; cfoster@bbnw.com
Subject: Metolius River Fishing Regulation Changes Needed

Gentlemen,
I am an Oregon resident and a member of the Central Oregon Flyfishing (COF) Club. At a recent club meeting we
learned of the continuing "regulation enforcement" challenges that are presented to members of law enforcement in
connection with the existing (as written) fishing regulations on the Metolius River.
To ensure the future of the Metolius River as a quality fishery and protect its various trout species, I ask that your
Department change the existing confusing fishing regulations.
Specifically, I suggest the following changes to the regultions:
- Designate the Metolius as Fly Fishing Only River .... the current regulations are confusing and in many cases
simply ignored. There are many "stocked" lakes that can meet the needs of lure and bait fishermen.
- Activate and Enforce a Catch & Release of ALL Species Mandate on the River.
These straightforward recommended changes would also alleviate the problem of fishermen using bait and treble
hooks.
Thanks in advance for your consideration, I know we all want to ensure the health of our fisheries for future
generations of Oregonians.

Regards,   

Jeff Conrad
(jeffconrad@bendbroadband.com)

