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EAST REGION
Bruce Eddy, Region Manager
2019 Snowpocalypse
A combination of below average temperatures and
above average snowfall forced Umatilla and Union
County elk down to valley bottoms in late
February and early March. Northeast Oregon
precipitation during this time was over 200% of
average with four feet of snow in some valley
bottoms. These conditions are very challenging for
big game.

for haystacks. Problems will persist, however, until
snowmelts, transitional forage improves, and elk
can disperse back upslope.
Deschutes Habitat Conservation Plan
Upper Deschutes (upstream of North Unit Dam)
median natural flow was 700 cubic feet per second
(cfs) prior to European settlement of central
Oregon. Flow ranged from as low as 500 or as
high as 1400 cfs; incredibly stable flow for a river
this size. Europeans settling central Oregon found
the reliability of Deschutes’ flow very attractive for
agricultural, industrial, and municipal purposes.
Development associated with settlement included
five major (i.e. Crane Prairie; Wickiup, etc.) and
several smaller storage dams (i.e. Old Mill, Bend
Hydroelectric Project, North Unit Dam, etc.).
This development altered the Deschutes flow
regime to the point that now less than 20 cfs flows
down the upper Deschutes in winter and over
2,000 cfs occurs during the irrigation season (May
through October).

Most Umatilla and Union County valley bottoms
are developed for agriculture. While many
producers are sensitive to the plight of elk seeking
refuge from the severe winter and very patient,
they are understandably concerned about the
resulting impact to their crops. Over 4,000 elk
moved to planted agriculture between Pendleton
and Pilot Rock, 2,000 moved to planted agriculture
on the north end of Umatilla County, while
another 1,700 moved to planted agriculture in the
Grande Ronde Valley. Row crops, winter wheat
and grass seed are often the crops of greatest
concern especially as fields begin to thaw and elk
trample plants, compact soil and uproot vulnerable
plants
Department biologists in Union and Umatilla
County have been working to help landowners as
much as they can. We have moved elk off areas of
concern to places where they are not in conflict
with producer’s goals and objectives. We have also
provided damage tags, hazing permits, and fencing

Manipulating flow this widely in a historically
stable system caused stream banks to erode,
disturbed riparian areas, silted in spawning gravels,
and disconnected from the river from its
floodplain for much of the year. This has reduced
native redband, bull trout, and spotted frog
habitat, and limited their populations.
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Oregon spotted frogs are a Threatened Species
under the federal Endangered Species Act. An
important aspect of recovering the Oregon spotted
frogs is providing stable habitat and reconnecting
floodplains with the river. That probably means
providing more stable river flow in the upper
Deschutes. Department staff is working with
irrigators, other state and federal agencies, and
conservation interests to see what can be done to
recover spotted frogs. These measures will form
the basis of a Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP)
that will be incorporated into a U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service Incidental Take Permit (ITP) to
protect spotted frogs. Although the frog is the
focus of the HCP, other species (i.e. bull trout,
redband, etc.) will benefit as well.
Moose Update
Department staff have been monitoring Oregon
moose distribution and numbers since 2005.
Moose occur mainly in moderately high elevation
conifer associated with a deciduous understory, or
heavy deciduous growth occurring in disturbed
areas (i.e. fire, logging, etc.). Moose use higher
elevation habitats even during winter.
Helicopter surveys for Oregon moose began the
winter of 2012. Number of moose observed
during these surveys ranges from 12 to 18
individuals. Moose are difficult to see due to their
solitary nature and preference for dense timber
and vegetative regrowth. For example, during the
2018 aerial survey we visually located only one of
six radio-collared moose in the survey area.

At this point, we believe 40 to 50 moose occur in
the Wenaha and north Sled Springs Wildlife
Management Units (Unit). Annual moose calf
recruitment appears to be good; however, the

population does not seem to be increasing and
may have actually fallen over the last several years.
The Department is monitoring six radio-collared
moose to determine distribution, movement, and
mortality. We plan to radio-collar three more
individuals this year.
On a positive note, moose are beginning to
distribute more broadly. Historically we have
found them mainly in the Wenaha Wildlife
Management Unit. More recently, we have found
them in the Snake River, Chesnimnus, Walla
Walla, and Mt. Emily Wildlife Management Units.
In addition, a large Wenaha Unit fire in 2015, and
recent logging in the northwest portion of the Sled
Springs Unit are expected to make habitat more
favorable for moose.
WEST REGION
Bernadette Graham- Hudson, Region Manager
E. E. Wilson Wildlife Area 2018-19 Hunting
Season
E.E. Wilson Wildlife Area just saw its highest
hunter participation since 2011. For the 2018-19
season, 4,087 hunters filled out hunt permits, an
eight percent increase from last year and
significantly up from the previous three seasons.
Wildlife Area Manager Shawn Woods believes the
increase directly correlates with habitat restoration
efforts over the past several years. Staff conducted
extensive blackberry and poison oak removal,
concentrated on improving wetland habitat, and
partnered with Ducks Unlimited to plant more
than 100 acres of wildlife food crops including
sunflower and millet.

Hunter feedback has been extremely positive on
the habitat restoration efforts and the overall
condition of the wildlife area. Recorded harvest
includes two deer, 1,059 pheasant, 623 rabbits, 99
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doves, 79 ducks, 37 each of snipe and quail. Both
rabbit and dove harvest was double last year’s, and
quail harvest was the highest in the past 11 years.
Elk Safety Issue on the Southwest Coast
A sizeable herd of elk residing exclusively on a
narrow piece of private property between Highway
101, a subdivision, and the ocean near the
California border caused significant safety
concerns. Assistant District Wildlife Biologist Bree
Furfey worked with the landowner, Oregon State
Police (OSP), and the Oregon Department of
Transportation (ODOT) to coordinate a time to
safely issue damage tags, as shooting lanes were
limited and there was danger in running the herd
across Highway 101.

sturgeon stranded in a low water pool at the south
end of Sturgeon Lake at low tide due to low water
levels in the Columbia River. Staff acquired pumps
and delivered water from a nearby irrigation canal
to the pool to prevent dewatering and provide
oxygenated water.

Sturgeon in a low tide depression in Sturgeon Lake.

The pumping at low tide periods was continued
into the week of March 18 while the situation was
evaluated. By mid-week, high tides were at a level
that created adequate water depth for the sturgeon
to out-migrate. However, monitoring indicated
that a significant number of fish were not leaving
and appeared to be actively foraging the mudflats
during high tide and returning to the isolated pool
during low tide.

Elk crossing Hwy 101

Sturgeon experts with Columbia River Research
identified reports of this type of spring foraging
behavior occurring in other locations. A decision
was made to terminate the pumping operation, and
pumps were removed on March 22. Staff continue
to monitor the water levels and presence of
sturgeon in the area.

Elk grazing undisturbed; Pacific Ocean in background.

Two elk were taken using damage tags, and the
herd safely left the property. Cooperation from
OSP and ODOT helped ensure the public’s safety.
Sturgeon in Sturgeon Lake
On the weekend of March 15, Sauvie Island
Wildlife Area and North Willamette District staff
responded to a public report of hundreds of

City of Eugene Turkey Trapping
Springfield wildlife staff coordinated with the City
of Eugene Code Compliance Supervisor on turkey
damage issues. Several months ago, the city
adopted a wildlife feeding ban and is actively
enforcing the ordinance. It is expected that the
reduction in artificial food sources will cause the
turkeys to redistribute and hopefully some will leave
the city limits. Along with enforcement of the
feeding ban, ODFW and city staff discussed plans
to trap and remove turkeys that remain in chronic
damage areas next winter when poults have grown
up and the birds flock together again.
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INFORMATION AND EDUCATION
Roger Fuhrman, Information and Education
Administrator
OSU Catch of the Game
ODFW is once again collaborating with OSU
Beavers Baseball to promote fishing in Oregon.
Research shows significant crossover between
audiences for baseball and interest in fishing. The
agreement includes commercials during regular
season broadcasts, billboard credits, in stadium
promotions, social media posts and the “Catch of
the Game” feature during home games.

in the tournament at the Linn County Expo
Center.
More than 131 archers registered for the
tournament, but winter weather and illnesses kept
some from making it to the tournament. The top
three male and female shooters received
scholarships. Over 60 archers were registered as
Academic Archers. Coaches nominate participants
based on their academic achievement. Archery
World in Troutdale donated door prizes for the
event. Participation in the NASP program
continues to increase. Last year, 97 students from
eight schools participated.
OREGON STATE POLICE
Captain Casey Thomas, Fish & Wildlife Division

Goss Stadium in Corvallis

The package also includes an ODFW sponsored
game day on March 22nd. OSU lost to the
California Golden Bears 3-2, but went on to sweep
the rest of the three game series.

Sandra Fixsen, Administrative Service Division, throws the first pitch
for OSU-Cal game

Archery in the Schools Tournament
More than 110 students showed off their shooting
skills at the National Archery in the Schools
Program (NASP) statewide indoor tournament in
early March. Students from 11 schools participated

A Fish and Wildlife Trooper responded to the
report of an antelope shot on private ranchland near
Beatty. Evidence was located confirming that the
animal was shot/taken off private property that was
well posted with no trespass signs and fencing. The
rancher provided photographs of the vehicle and
suspects. The suspect vehicle was located on
Highway 97 several hours later - still occupied by
the suspect. The suspect was cited and released for
Criminal Trespass with a Firearm and the antelope and
rifle were siezed as evidence. Oregon State Police
Patrol Division and members of the Klamath
County Sheriff’s Office assisted in the investigation.

Fish and Wildlife Troopers conducted a boat
patrol on the Snake River and assisted Idaho Fish
and Game biologists, in conjunction with the
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife to
conduct a big horn sheep capture. The capture is
conducted to collect valuable data that indicates
the health of the herds in Hells Canyon. The
capture occurred in an area of Hells Canyon only
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accessible by boat or helicopter. Ten big horn
sheep were captured, collared, weighed and blood
work was taken for research purposes.
Fish and Wildlife Troopers responded to an
anonymous call of a deer hanging from a fence in
Prineville. The homeowner stated the deer was a
week old road struck doe and they had not
reported it to ODFW. The homeowner gave the
troopers permission to search the yard for the
deer’s missing head, which yielded two additional
buck deer heads found in a nearby tree.
Investigation revealed the son of the homeowner
shot one of the bucks out of season and removed
the other head from a road struck animal. The two
buck heads, the doe body, 14 packages of deer
meat and a .30-06 rifle were seized as evidence.
The son was issued criminal citations for Unlawful
Take of Buck Deer-Closed Season, Unlawful Possession of
Buck Deer and Unlawful Possession of Antlerless Deer.

and if he had seen the troopers coming from
further away, he would have dumped all of the
extra fish overboard. All five subjects were
criminally cited for Exceed the Daily Limit of Marine
Fish, Taking Undersized Lingcod, and Exceed the Daily
Limit of Lingcod.

A Fish and Wildlife Trooper conducted an
inspection at a Portland restaurant and found the
restaurant to be in possession of approximately
180 lbs. of live crayfish. The crayfish were
imported from New Orleans without an import
license. The crayfish were seized and donated to
the Salem Union Gospel Mission, and the owner
of the restaurant was cited for Unlawful
Possession/Import of Crayfish without an ODFW
License.
CONSERVATION PROGRAM
Andrea Hanson, Oregon Conservation Strategy
Coordinator

Fish and Wildlife Troopers, along with
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
conducted an ocean patrol from the Columbia
River to Cannon Beach. Near Cannon Beach, a
boat with five people on board was contacted.
Multiple undersized lingcod on the deck of the
boat were observed, and one subject threw two of
the lingcod overboard as the troopers
approached. The anglers said that the fish on the
deck, and in a cooler, were the only fish they had
caught that day. A consent search of the boat’s
holds found 37 additional lingcod (16 of which
were undersized), and 22 additional rockfish. The
anglers were found to be 27 lingcod over their
daily limit and six rockfish over their limit. The
boat owner said that they had done this before,

Conifer encroachment removal
Jade Keehn, Rogue District Wildlife Habitat
Biologist, recently partnered with Rogue RiverSiskiyou National Forest staff to remove conifer
encroachment on a nine-acre meadow north of the
Illinois River.
The Dasher Meadow Restoration Project lies
within the Illinois River-Silver Creek Conservation
Opportunity Area 096 and addresses the
recommended conservation action of removing
encroaching conifers to maintain meadow habitat.
The project is designed to improve meadow
function within the Briggs Creek Watershed and
improve deer forage areas. Its focus is to restore
meadow function through conifer encroachment
removal, hydrologic function restoration,
elimination of user-created road prism, prohibiting
motorized vehicular access, and invasive plant
control and removal
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ODFW’s portion of the work to improve deer
forage used a Pittman-Robertson grant to contract
the cutting and piling of conifers and
decommissioning the user road, and contributing
supplies for invasive plant removal.

Improved Survey Results on Restoration
Project
A wetland restoration project site on a private
family working forest is showing good results for
amphibians. Construction was completed in the
summer of 2018 and conservation biologist Susan
Barnes did an initial survey in January 2019.
Although early in the egg-laying season, she
wanted to check just in case plus add egg mass
attachment material before most breeders return
to the site.
The January 10 survey of the “Fire Pond” area had
no egg masses, one rough-skinned newt, and one
unknown frog. A January 30 survey showed zero
egg masses at the Fire Pond, three rough-skinned
newts, and one male Pacific treefrog heard calling
from adjacent forest habitat. There were zero egg
masses in the restored wetland area.
However, Susan’s February 21 survey of the Fire
Pond yielded three Northwestern salamander egg
masses and 11+ rough-skinned newts! The
restored wetland area had 14 Northern red-legged
frog (an Oregon Conservation Strategy Species)
egg masses, two northwestern salamander egg
masses, and one rough-skinned newt.

Before fir removal

With restoration work done on the farm and the
addition of egg mass attachment materials, these
results clearly indicate a successful project.

After fir removal

The project supports wetland habitat including
some U.S. Forest Service priority plants and
mollusks. Some of the direct results of this effort
are likely to benefit wetlands, an Oregon
Conservation Strategy Habitat, and associated
Strategy Species.
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Trumpeter Swan Project
Over time, staff noted an increase in the number
of trumpeter swans wintering at or at least
migrating through Summer Lake Wildlife Area and
southcentral/southeast Oregon in general. Both
recognized management populations of trumpeter
swans in the west (Pacific and Rocky Mountain
population) have been growing steadily for several
decades.
Oregon winters Pacific population (PCP) swans
west of the Cascades, and presumably winters
Rocky Mountain population (RMP) swans east of
the Cascades. Swans wintering in southcentral
Oregon could be from either population since the
arbitrary dividing line is the Cascades. Oregon also
has an active restoration program to restore
breeding trumpeter swans in
southcentral/southeast Oregon. The restoration
birds are considered Rocky Mountain population
for management purposes.
The Pacific Flyway’s Management Plan calls for
agencies to obtain and analyze genetic samples
from swans trapped during winter in eastern
Washington and eastern Oregon to determine their
genetic origin (PCP or RMP) and mark a sample of
the same swans with transmitters to determine
breeding location. To accomplish this, ODFW, in
partnership with The Trumpeter Swan Society,
purchased five satellite transmitters (GPS-GSM) to
deploy on wintering/spring migrant swans at
Summer Lake Wildlife Area.
Capture attempts scheduled for February were
delayed due to severe weather conditions, and
attempts in March were only somewhat successful.
On March 7, an adult male trumpeter swan was
captured and marked with a transmitter.

Gary Ivey photo

Gary Ivey photo

The captured swan departed Summer Lake a few
days after capture and by March 25 was in
southwestern Alberta, on the prairies southwest of
Lethbridge. To date, the swan has spent time on
the South Fork Crooked River, Thief Valley
Reservoir, wetlands east of Coeur d’Alene, ID, the
Flathead Valley, Montana and Glacier National
Park. These travels indicate the swan is affiliated
with breeding regions that comprise the Rocky
Mountain population, however, his final spring
destination remains unknown since his migration
has likely not yet ended. Staff plans to attempt
capturing more swans next winter to use the
remaining transmitters along with any additional
transmitters obtained as project funding allows.
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MARINE RESOURCES PROGRAM
Caren Braby, Marine Resources Program Manager

SEACOR is in Coos Bay and Yaquina Bay this
year
SEACOR (Shellfish and Estuarine Assessment of
Coastal OR) is Marine Resources Program’s
(MRP) team of biologists who rotate through
Oregon’s estuaries and conduct thorough scientific
assessments of shellfish stocks and estuarine
habitat. Since starting work in Coos Bay in 2008,
SEACOR has assessed Tillamook, Netarts,
Yaquina, Siletz, and Alsea Bays. In 2019, the team
will be active in both Coos Bay and Yaquina Bay.
SEACOR’s fishery-independent surveys
(scientifically designed, not based on harvester
landings) are an important snapshot of estuary
health and stock status. The surveys target
recreationally and commercially important bivalve
species including cockles, butters, gapers, and
littlenecks and their habitats.
In addition to providing rigorous information
about the estuary and bivalve stock status,
SEACOR’s efforts capture one perspective of
long-term trends of Oregon’s estuaries, at a time
when we are observing major changes in Oregon’s
ocean conditions. Thermal, ocean acidification,
hypoxia, and other stresses are occurring at
unprecedented levels in the ocean and SEACOR
information gives us a scientific snapshot of how
these changes are affecting some of the species
and places important to Oregonians.

SEACOR biologists extracting shellfish using a suction
system after collecting habitat information at a site in Coos
Bay.

habitat in the form of vast eelgrass beds
throughout the estuary. In addition, Coos Bay
contains other important estuary and nursery
habitats for many of Oregon’s iconic species, such
as Dungeness crab. Home to the South Slough
National Estuarine Research Reserve, one of the
country’s longest-standing estuary monitoring
programs, and home to an International Shipping
Terminal, Coos Bay is an economic and ecologic
treasure. In the coming years, Coos Bay may also
be home to a new Liquid Natural Gas Terminal (at
Jordan Cove).
SEACOR is in the last year of a three-year
assessment of Coos Bay. Activities for this year
include completion of intertidal habitat and
shellfish surveys, and mapping of bathymetry
(bottom depth) and eelgrass in and adjacent to the
main Coos Bay channel. These subtidal surveys
record the extent of essential habitats such as
eelgrass prior to proposed channel expansion and
modification by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, designed to accommodate the
proposed Liquid Natural Gas Terminal.
Yaquina Bay
Yaquina Bay also has significant economic and
ecological value for Oregonians, as home to a
distant water fishing fleet and NOAA’s West
Coast research vessels. It is one of Oregon’s most
utilized recreational harbors, and has rich stocks of
bivalves, crabs, and fish.
SEACOR is conducting a subtidal survey of bay
clams and habitat this year, which has been a
program goal for many years. Additionally, recent
commercial dive clam harvest activity in Yaquina
Bay underscored the priority of a subtidal survey
to better assess the available stock and inform
effective management strategies. Additionally,
SEACOR is collecting bathymetric and habitat
information that will help us manage future
development, restoration, and mitigation efforts.
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Coos Bay
Coos Bay is one of Oregon’s largest estuaries and
is a go-to destination for recreational and
commercial shellfish harvesters. It is also home to
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) designated essential fish
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