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The Harney County Wildfire Collaborative 
“Mega-fire”, a term that did not exist until 
recently, is a wildfire that burns over 100,000 
acres. They are a recent occurrence and cause 
devastation across a broad landscape. Recent 
Oregon mega-fires include the Holloway, Miller 
Homestead, and Buzzard Complex Fires, which 
together burned over 1.5 million acres of 
southeastern Oregon sagebrush steppe.  
 

Oregonians lost prime sage-grouse habitat and 
big game winter range as a result. In response to 
these fires, the Harney County Wildlife 
Collaborative (Collaborative) formed in 
December of 2014. 
 

 
 

The purpose of the Collaborative is to reduce 
the potential for and effect of mega-fires in the 
sagebrush rangelands of Harney County. 
Partners of the Collaborative include Rangeland 
Fire Protection Associations (RFPA); federal, 
tribal, state, and county agencies; conservation 
organizations; and the scientific and the ranching 
community. Harney County Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife staff is part of 
this effort. 
 

The Collaborative initially focused on fire 
suppression and spent months reviewing Harney 
County range fire history and establishing a 

shared knowledge of current conditions. This led 
to developing creative ways to share training, 
communication tools, equipment, and protocols 
allowing suppression resources to work together 
more efficiently once a fire starts. 
 

The Collaborative next focused on ways to 
improve fire prevention and improve response 
time. As part of this effort, we chose the 
southwestern flanks of the Pueblo Mountains as 
a test area. It is considered some of the “best of 
the best” and most vulnerable large block of 
sagebrush habitat in the County. We will test 
recent advancements such as early detection 
cameras and outcome-based grazing as well as 
traditional rangeland management tools to 
improve and maintain desirable ecological 
conditions to reduce fire potential and intensity 
in this area. Currently the Collaborative is 
working on a large-scale restoration project in 
the “Stinking Waters” region, of the Malheur 
River Wildlife Management Unit. Due to the 
complexity of landownership in this area, 
collaboration and cooperation will be essential 
for success.  
 

Wildfire has always been part of southeastern 
Oregon. Unfortunately, mega-fires are now a 
reality. We hope the Harney County Wildfire 
Collaborative will reduce the risk of a mega-fire 
and the damage to human developments, range 
condition and wildlife habitat if one occurs.  
 
Warner Sucker 
The Warner Sucker lives in streams, lakes, 
potholes, and sloughs of the Warner Basin in 
southeast Oregon. They require access to 
upstream habitat to spawn and complete their 
life history but can be either fluvial (living 
entirely in a stream) or adfluvial (living part of 
their life in a lake). Warner suckers are most 
abundant in Twentymile, Honey and Deep 
creeks. Lake residents tend to be considerably 
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larger (20 inches) than stream residents (10 
inches).  
 

Warner suckers are listed as Threatened under 
both the Oregon and Federal Endangered 
Species Acts. The main cause for their decline 
has been habitat fragmentation and degradation. 
Recovery measures identified for the species in 
1998 included fencing riparian areas, modifying 
federal and private grazing management plans, 
improving fish passage and screening, and 
studying movements and population 
demographics. 
 

 
 

The Warner Basin Aquatic Habitat Partnership 
(WBAHP) developed a Strategic Plan (Plan) to 
focus the recovery of Warner suckers in 2018. 
Lake County Umbrella Watershed Council, 
Lakeview Soil and Water Conservation District, 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife, U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management and the U.S. Forest Service all 
participate in the WBAHP. It is part of the 
Focused Investment Partnerships Program 
funded by the Oregon Watershed Enhancement 
Board. Under the Plan, over the next six years 
restoration activities will focus on re-establishing 
fish passage at ten diversions and improving 
riparian habitat of streams used by the Warner 
sucker. 
 
Wallowa Lake 
Mid-June the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality (EPA/DEQ) responded 
to a report of drums labeled for pesticide on the 
bottom of Wallowa Lake. Recreational divers 
found the drums earlier in the year. 
EPA/DEQ’s response included diver search for 
and inspection of the drums, intensive water and 
sediment testing, and removal of drums that 
appeared to be intact.  
  

The investigation concluded on June 16, with 
divers discovering 74 sunken drums. Only one 
drum was found to be labeled for pesticides. All 
drums were determined to be severely rusted, 
contain lake water, and not be a danger to 
people, fish, or wildlife. Divers removed two 
drums they initially believed to be intact but 
upon further investigation found not to be and 
only contain lake water as well. All water and 
sediment samples done by EPA/DEQ tested 
negative for pesticides. The Wallowa Fish 
District is collecting fish tissue samples for 
pesticide testing as an extra assurance there is 
not a problem with the lake. Historically, drums 
like these have been used as dock floats and 
anchors across the state and is the likely source 
of these drums. 
 
WEST REGION 
Bernadette Graham- Hudson, Region Manager 
 

Denman Wildlife Area Hosts Young Oregon 
Hunters Day 
Young Oregon Hunters (YOH) Day is facilitated 
by Oregon Hunters Association and hosted by 
ODFW at the Denman Wildlife Area. YOH Day 
is an annual event for more than 15 years. This 
year there were 93 youth participants and at least 
as many adults.  
 

Activities included archery, trap shooting, 
fishing, tomahawk throwing, flint knap 
demonstration, game calling, video game 
shooting simulation, lunch and excellent prizes 
for all youth participants. Feedback was 
overwhelmingly positive and both youth and 
adults were happy.   
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EE Wilson Wildlife Area Hosts Youth 
Outdoor Day 
Another successful youth-oriented day was held 
June 8 at E.E. Wilson Wildlife Area with about 
520 youth and 354 adults attending the 17th 
annual Youth Outdoor Day (YOD). More than 
180 volunteers and 15 ODFW staff organized 
and supported the event from introducing kids 
to archery and firearms skills to fishing for trout, 
bluegill and bass, building birdhouses and 
painting duck decoys. Conservation exhibits 
taught participants Oregon’s wildlife, including 
live reptiles such as Western rattlesnakes. A 
lunch crew served more than 1,200 meals and 
Master Recyclers helped divert landfill waste by 
using pre-approved compostable plates and 
forks, and no food was wasted. 
 

 

 
 

YOD is a collaborative effort between multiple 
partners that operate on a small budget of 
$22,000. Key donors include Oregon Hunters 
Association, Oregon Wildlife Foundation, Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation, Sportsman’s 
Warehouse, Hewlett-Packard, Garmin and many 
others. The event was a great success with 
excellent feedback. Registration was impacted by 
competing events including national Get 
Outdoor Day and Free Fishing Weekend but the 
uniqueness of this event continues to draw a big 
crowd as families seek opportunities to teach 
children hunting, fishing and wildlife-related 
skills.  
 
A Few Free Fishing Weekend North Coast 
Within the North Coast Hatchery facilities, Free 
Fishing Weekend was fantastic. with well over 
1,000 participants at the Oregon Hatchery 
Research Center, Trask Hatchery, Nedonna 
Pond near Nehalem Hatchery, Gnat Creek 
Hatchery and Salmon River Hatchery. Across all 
facilities having events, people left with big 
smiles and the joy of meeting their harvest limits, 
often with their whole family or group limited. 
At the Hatchery Research Center, the kid’s pond 
was run almost entirely by research staff. Other 
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volunteers were from the Alsea Sportsmen 
Association and the Lyons Club of Nehalem.  
 

 
 
INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Roger Fuhrman, Information and Education 
Administrator 
 

Governor’s Campout 
ODFW was on hand for the Governor’s 
Campout again this year. This annual event 
provides family an opportunity to camp and 
experience the outdoors through a variety of 
activities. ODFW staff and volunteers provided 
hands on instruction in fishing and archery. This 
was the first experience handling a bow for most 
of the youth and adults. Budding anglers were 
given tips on casting and fishing techniques. 
Many parents asked about how to get their 
children started in fishing and archery. ODFW 
also loaned a number of kayaks to the Oregon 
State Marine Board for use in their boating 
sessions.  
 

 
Archery Education Coordinator Stephanie Rustad and a 
participant celebrate a successful shoot. 

Sturgeon on Social Media 
The sturgeon program, funded by Columbia 
River Basin Endorsement fees, is getting 
additional exposure on social media. The team 
often spends long hours in the field during the 
season trying to track and monitor sturgeon 
populations. Much of this important work goes 
unnoticed, so an Instagram account was 
established to help document the work and 
engage Oregonians around sturgeon 
management. In just a few short months and 
with only 20 posts, the effort has more than 300 
followers and, more important, a lot of 
engagement with anglers. In addition, those 
followers regularly share the information with 
others, expanding the reach of the initial posts.  
 
OREGON STATE POLICE 
Captain Casey Thomas, Fish & Wildlife Division 
 

 
 

The Marine Fisheries Team was selected as the 
recipient of the 2018 Oregon State Police Fish 
and Wildlife Division Team of the Year. The 
Marine Fisheries Team (MFT) was nominated 
for their exceptional work in the 2018 year and is 
comprised of members from Astoria to Gold 
Beach. They are stationed up and down the 
coastline to provide enforcement of all fish and 
wildlife laws; with specific emphasis on the laws 
governing the commercial fishing industry.  
 

Earlier this year, the MFT was recognized by the 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 
Marine Resources Program (MRP) and received 
their annual “Partnership” award. Dr. Caren 
Braby, who is the manager of Marine Resources 
Program (MRP), stated “Thanks to all of you for 
your on-going commitment to MRP 
management, regulations, enforcement, and to 
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the industries and resources we both serve. It’s a 
pleasure and honor to have such great 
collaboration between our two agencies.”  
 

 
 

Fish & Wildlife Troopers assisted the Oregon 
Hunters Association (OHA) and Mule Deer 
Foundation (MDF) with a clean-up day on 
Green Diamond Resource Company lands west 
of Klamath Falls. Two jobsite dumpsters were 
filled. 
 

 
 

Fish & Wildlife Troopers patrolled the Metolius 
River and attended a youth fishing event at the 
Wizard Falls Fish Hatchery. Numerous contacts 
were made and no violations observed. 
 

 
 

Albany area Fish & Wildlife Troopers received 
information that a subject shot and killed a buck 
Pronghorn Antelope on his hunting partner’s tag 
for the 2017 North Wagontire Unit Antelope 
hunt. Additional information indicated a trophy 
mule deer deadhead was taken by one of the 
subjects from the Silvies unit. The investigation 
and interviews resulted in a confession from the 
subjects. They were both issued citations for 
Take/Possession of Pronghorn Antelope. One of the 

subjects was also cited for Take/Possession of Buck 
Deer for the deadhead. The antelope mount, 
antelope meat, deer deadhead mount, and rifle 
were seized as evidence. 
 

 
 

Fish & Wildlife Troopers from Oakridge and 
Springfield patrolled Fall Creek above Fall Creek 
Reservoir for Salmon protection. Recent 
complaints had been received regarding unlawful 
angling activity in the area. Adult (wild) salmon 
are collected below Fall Creek Dam and are 
trucked and released into upper Fall Creek for 
spawning purposes. Fall Creek above Fall Creek 
Dam is closed to all salmon angling but is open 
for trout angling. While checking the area, a 
group of individuals were contacted along U.S. 
Forest Service road 18. Upon arriving at the 
location, one of the adult subjects was in the 
process of landing a salmon under the bridge. A 
juvenile male netted the salmon and it was killed 
immediately upon landing. The subject that 
caught the salmon was found to be using a heavy 
salmon rod and was using a weighted treble 
hook to snag the salmon. The subject was also 
found to have an additional salmon in a cooler 
which had its adipose fin freshly cut off. A third 
subject with the group was observed walking 
from the south side of the creek across from 
where the others were angling. The subject 
admitted angling and did not have an angling 
license. 
 

Wildlife detection K-9 Buck was deployed on 
the opposite side of the creek in an effort to 
determine if any additional salmon had been 
taken and/or hidden by the additional angler. 
No additional salmon were located. 
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The Troopers were able to locate the freshly 
cut off adipose fin from the salmon the subject 
had in his cooler. The subject that caught and 
retained the two salmon was cited criminally for 
Unlawful Take/Possession of Chinook Salmon x2, 
Angling Prohibited Method – Snagging, and Possession 
of Mutilated Game Fish – Chinook Salmon. The 
salmon and the subjects angling gear were seized 
as evidence. The juvenile was warned for Aiding 
in a Game Offense – Unlawful Taking of Chinook 
Salmon.  
 
CONSERVATION PROGRAM 
Andrea Hanson, Oregon Conservation Strategy 
Coordinator   
 

Rapid Response Exercise 
In late May, Rick Boatner participated in a 
planning exercise in the event the Columbia 
River Basin tests positive for quagga or zebra 
mussels. Held on the Snake River in Hells 
Canyon, the group included federal and state 
representatives from Idaho and Washington as 
well as Oregon State Marine Board and Oregon 
Department of Agriculture.  
 

 
 

The group practiced activating a mock command 
center and conducted a scenario-based, on-water 
drill. From this exercise, the group determined 
what actions should be taken, and their priority, 
in the event quagga or zebra mussels are 
detected in the Columbia or Snake Rivers. Other 
objectives of the exercise were to identify 
communication gaps and other pitfalls to remedy 
before actual monitoring samples confirm a 
waterway contamination. 
 

 

If quagga or zebra mussels get a foothold in the 
Columbia River Basin, hydropower facilities, 
irrigation, agriculture and other industries that 
depend on water will be hit hard, along with the 
impact this could have on salmon and steelhead 
populations and all of the work that’s been done 
to improve fish habitat. This exercise helps 
prepare Oregon officials to respond rapidly if 
invasive mussels are found in the Columbia or 
Snake Rivers. Idaho officials have taken many 
preparatory steps in the event these invasive 
mussels wind up in their waterways, and Oregon 
is looking at mirroring their state’s response 
efforts. Idaho assembled a playbook for rapid 
response that was used as a template for the 
exercise.  
 
Long-term Western Pond Turtle Survey 
Conservation Program staff from Clackamas, 
Bend and Roseburg trapped Western pond 
turtles at four sites in Jackson County as part of 
a long-term monitoring effort. Simon Wray, 
retiring Conservation Biologists based in Bend 
has captured, marked, and released Western 
pond turtles at these four sites since 1992.  
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Numerous pond turtles were captured again this 
year. One of these turtles was originally captured 
and marked as an adult in 1993, making this 
turtle now an estimated 40+ years old. Simon 
made the official “hand-off” of the monitoring 
effort to Amy Darr, Conservation Biologist in 
Roseburg.  
 
Streaked Horned Lark Monitoring 
In partnership with the Long Tom Watershed 
Council (LTWC), staff with the Willamette 
Habitat Program began restoration work on 116 
acres of the 310-acre Coyote Creek South site 
and streaked horned lark monitoring in 2017.  
 

Historically managed for grass seed production 
with resulting drainage ditches and non-native 
vegetation, staff removed the non-native seed 
banks, created shallow vernal pools and a series 
of berms to retain water on the site. Seeding was 
done to restore the area to wet prairie habitat. 
 

An Oregon Conservation Strategy Species in the 
Willamette Valley ecoregion, streaked horned 
larks are suffering from loss and degradation of 
grassland habitat. Nesting failure due to 
agricultural practices and predation at nest sites 
contributes to low reproductive success. These 
birds are federally listed as “Threatened”. 
 

This year, two streaked horned lark nests were 
located on the wet prairie restoration area in 
June with another nest found on a separate 
restoration phase of Coyote Creek South that 
will undergo similar native wet prairie planting 
treatments.  
 

 
Lara Jones photo 
 

 
Lara Jones photo 
 

In 2017, nine area searches found one lark in 
eight area although no nests were found. One 
dependent (incapable of flight) fledgling and 
four independent fledglings were spotted 
although no nests were seen. Surveyors did find 
females larks carrying food on two visits. In 
2018, larks were first detected in early March and 
through the survey season, observations 
included four to five pairs nesting based on three 
to five independent detections of males, and one 
to three detections of females on each visit. No 
nests were found, but three fully flying fledglings 
were seen at the end of June along with a female 
carrying nesting material. 
 

This year, two nests were located in the wet 
prairie restoration site in June. An additional nest 
was found on another restoration phase of 
Coyote Creek South that will undergo similar 
native wet prairie planting treatments. Chicks 
found were banded.    
 

This project is funded by the Oregon Watershed 
Enhancement grant awarded to the LTWC. 
Project partners included the USFWS Finley 
National Wildlife Area Partners Program, City of 
Eugene, Bonneville Power Administration, 
American Bird Conservancy, and the LTWC. 
The project is part of the Willamette Wildlife 
Mitigation Program (WWMP), an agreement 
between the Bonneville Power Administration 
and the State of Oregon to protect and enhance 
habitat to mitigate for effects from the 
Willamette River Basin Flood Control Projects 
in the Willamette Valley. Coyote Creek South 
was purchased by The Nature Conservancy and 
transferred to ODFW through the WWMP.  
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MARINE RESOURCES PROGRAM  
Caren Braby, Marine Resources Program 
Manager 
 

Marine habitat projects are in full swing 

So much of our marine management 
responsibilities hinge on us having a good 
understanding of habitats and the species that 
are associated with them. Like most years, 
marine staff have been out across the Oregon 
coast, conducting a variety of habitat and species 
distribution surveys, to keep our expertise up-to-
date and inform our sustainable management 
approaches.   
 

 
Deploying the remotely operated vehicle (ROV), to 
explore underwater habitat near Redfish Rocks marine 
reserve 
 

Our Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) team 
spent much of May conducting habitat transects 
across the Redfish Rocks area (near Port 
Orford), which are used to inform fish stock 
assessments and marine reserves program goals. 
Additionally, the ROV surveys have been 
important sources of information for 
understanding unusual phenomena, and how 
they occur in underwater habitats.  For example, 
ODFW’s ROV surveys have been used to 
better-understand how seastar wasting disease, 
first detected in intertidal habitats, has affected 
subtidal populations of seastars.  While we have 
seen some seastar species rebound, others are 
still hard to find. 
 

In the intertidal zone, ODFW teamed up with 
Oregon State University in June, to conduct 
surveys of habitats and species.  Again, the 
rebounding seastar populations is a highlight of 
this set of surveys, although the surveys have 
documented much more, including invertebrate 
biodiversity, and seaweeds, at multiple sites 
across the coast. 
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