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EAST REGION
Bruce Eddy, Region Manager

This instance demonstrates how creative and
resourceful department staff are.

Irrigon Hatchery Heat Exchanger
Irrigon Hatchery is part of the federal Lower
Snake River Compensation Program (LSRCP) and
operated by the Department. It was built in the
early 1980’s to mitigate for the impacts of the four
lower Snake River dams. While it is located along
the Columbia River east of Boardman, it incubates
and raises Snake River steelhead for the Wallowa
and Imnaha Rivers.

Narrows Weir Fishway
The Chewaucan River is part of the Great Basin
located near the town of Lakeview in southern
Oregon. Before European settlement, the river
drained into a series of marshes that formed
habitat for redband trout. Redband trout would
migrate downstream from the upper Chewaucan
spawning areas, taking advantage of the abundant
resources in the lower system. In the 1900’s, three
channel-spanning weirs were installed and the
marshes were drained to create pastureland. This
disrupted the redband migration and reduced their
habitat. The extent of this disruption became
apparent when large redband trout were still seen
at the weir, trying to migrate out of Rivers End
Reservoir in 1996.
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board and
others joined in 2005 and 2006 to install fish
passage at the Chewaucan weirs. This spring, we
evaluated the effectiveness of the lowest most
fishway at the Narrows Weir by releasing tagged
fish below the weir then monitoring their
movement upstream.

Irrigon uses chilled well water for incubation. As
part of normal maintenance, LSRCP replaced the
Irrigon chillers in 2016. Unfortunately, the new
chillers never provided the volume of cool water
needed to meet program needs. Since installation,
a number of contractors worked on the problem
without solving it. One proposed solution was
going to cost $200,000 or more.
After watching from the sidelines, Irrigon staff
decided to solve the problem themselves. Through
the innovative use of a heat exchanger and $20,000
in parts bought off the Amazon website, staff were
able to coax the chiller into providing the water
needed by the facility.

Most redband trout successfully passed through
the Narrows Weir fishway although there seemed
to be a bit of delay. Spring snowmelt and water
withdrawals caused flow through the fishway to
fluctuate constantly and resulted in a wide range of
conditions migrating fish encountered. The
department is continuing to evaluate the fishway
and its associated water control structures, and to
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make modifications as needed to improve redband
trout migration.
Wallowa Wolverines
While there is no evidence a self-sustaining
population of wolverines ever existed in Oregon,
suitable habitat occurs in a few areas including the
Wallowa Mountains. January 2011, wolverine
biologist Audrey Magoun; in cooperation with the
department, establish 26 camera bait stations in the
Wallowa Mountains to see if wolverines occurred
there. That first winter she found three male
wolverines. Of the three, only one, Stormy, was
seen again, during 2012 monitoring. Since then
Audrey reduced the number of stations she
maintained in the Wallowa Mountains, however,
only Stormy has been observed over the years.

With the help of two collaborators, Audrey
increased the number of Wallowa camera bait
stations during the winter of 2019-2020. Stormy
was photographed again in mid-April and early
May. No other wolverines have been spotted yet,
although several camera stations will not be
checked until June and everyone involved remains
hopeful. Monitoring will likely continue through
the winter of 2021.
The “Other Department of Fish and Wildlife”
When most people think of the Department of
Fish and Wildlife, they often see an image of the
iconic “field biologist” holding an animal, bird or
fish with either the ocean, stream, lake, sagebrush
or pine tree in the background. It is the classic
National Geographic image of a biologist doing
what they are trained to do and love.
There is another Department of Fish and Wildlife
however; the army of administrative staff that
support what the biologists do. One battalion in
this army is the front office staff. These staff

members are the face of the department to many
constituents. They have years of experience with
the department’s programs and processes, are
good at deciphering hunting, fishing and
landowner regulations for our constituents as well
as helping employees work through the internal
processes that characterize modern organizations
like the department. Front office staff are force
multipliers. They can solve many constituent or
landowner concerns before they become an issue
for a biologist or District Manager. Front office
staff regularly point constituents to hunting,
angling, educational or viewing opportunities. For
biologists, front office staff handle purchasing,
scheduling, and record keeping while the biologist
are off doing something else.
Administrative staff in the back of the house are
important as well. Whether its recruitment staff
helping an employee prepare for advancement, IT
specialists fixing a computer bug, payroll and travel
expenses staff ensuring an employee is
compensated correctly, or budget staff making
sure that the resources allocated for each program
are available, the back of the house make what we
do in the field possible.
Support of administrative staff through the
COVID-19 pandemic has been critical. While
many of our technical staff can work at home or in
the field, administrative staff are in the office every
day answering the phone and supporting day-today activities. This was especially important as the
big game tag sales deadline approached. The calm
and helpful voice of a knowledgeable staff person
helping a customer through the process of
applying for a tag is worth its weight in gold.
WEST REGION
Bernadette Graham- Hudson, Region Manager
ODFW donates PPE for COVID-19
ODFW offices and programs across the agency
donated thousands of Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE) items in the fight against
COVID-19. As of April 10, hatcheries, Wildlife
Areas, Fish and Wildlife Districts, Screens Shops,
the Wildlife Health and Population Lab, Fish ID
Program, Columbia River Program, Marine
Resources Program, Safety Program, Recreational
Fisheries Program, and the Fish Research Program
donated:
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61,702 gloves (nitrile, vinyl, latex, rubber)
978 masks, respirators, and face shields
637 coveralls/aprons/Tyvek suits
202 safety glasses or goggles

All items were shipped to or dropped off at the
Oregon Emergency Management distribution
center in Wilsonville.

Agency staff were asked to maintain a supply to as
required to maintain their day-to-day operations.
Staff use these PPE items for such tasks as
necropsy and examining carcasses, wildlife disease
investigation, herbicide preparation and
application, HAZMAT response, chemical
handling, preserving biological samples, and many
more.

Avian Predation Update
Surveys of the Astoria-Megler Bridge doublecrested cormorant colony this spring suggest the
colony may be on track to meet or exceed last
year’s estimated record 3,542 breeding pairs.
Available evidence suggests the recent rapid
growth of the Astoria-Megler Bridge colony is
causally related to recent colony failures on East
Sand Island, the site of a recent major federal
cormorant management plan. A recent ODFWfunded study suggests predation impacts by
cormorants nesting on the bridge could eclipse
that of cormorants breeding on East Sand Island
during 2004–2013, when the latter site supported
one of the largest cormorant colonies in North
America. An ODFW status review of cormorants
using the Columbia River estuary should be
available later this year.
Only one double-crested cormorant has been
observed at an ODFW-managed roost on upper
Tillamook Bay during the outmigration of juvenile
salmonids this spring. Staff have hazed cormorants
from the roost using a handheld green laser in the
evenings since 2015. Overall, the number of
cormorants using the roost has declined
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substantially in recent years: the peak roost count
during 2015–2017 was 136 individuals, while the
peak count during 2018–2020 has been only 20
individuals. Staff coordinates hazing with hatchery
releases of coho and steelhead, which attract
significant numbers of cormorants to the upper
bay.
There appears to be growing concern in the
Tillamook Bay area regarding the impact of
common mergansers on salmonids among some
anglers and guides. Suggestions to staff have
included adopting a separate bag limit for
mergansers during the regular duck season,
adopting a spring hunting season, and reducing the
population through a program similar to the Light
Goose Conservation Order in the Midwest. It is
unclear from available data whether local
merganser abundance has increased in recent
years, as has been reported by the public. It is
essentially unknown whether merganser predation
significantly affects smolt production and adult
returns, primarily because mortality during the
freshwater phase of the salmon life cycle may be
largely compensatory.
Mosquito Monitoring, Coquille Valley Wildlife
Area
Staff at the Charleston Field Office has been
monitoring adult and larval mosquito production
on the Coquille Valley Wildlife Area (CVWA) to
collect data before and after implementing the
Winter Lake Restoration Project (WLRP) in 2018.
Prior to construction, staff consulted with
mosquito experts who noted that through project
design and under the proposed (at the time) water
management plan, excessive mosquito production
in the restoration area could be avoided. The
CVWA Management Plan also calls for monitoring
and addressing mosquito issues.
The WLRP design, water management, and tidal
flushing are features that act to minimize mosquito
production on project area lands and on the
CVWA. Late spring/summer water management
in the WLRP restoration channels calls for water
to remain within the banks of the channels, and
these flush twice daily with the tides. This habitat
is not conducive to mosquito production as the
water is moving. The channels also provide habitat
for a variety of fish and amphibian species that
prey on insect larvae.

Under certain conditions, areas such as floodirrigated pastures can be subject to mosquito
production. Last year was a “perfect storm” of
conditions suitable for high levels of mosquito
production throughout Coos County, including
late spring rainfall that prolonged the typical spring
drain-out on agricultural lands; warm late spring
temperatures; and very little wind, which usually
influences mosquito production. Staff monitored
reference sites around the county, and despite
higher mosquito numbers overall in 2019, sampled
numbers on the WLRP were typically lower than
most reference sites.
This year, planned actions include sampling
consistently for adults and larvae, and following
ODFW vector control protocol for sensitive areas
which include “triggers” for control actions.
District staff will gain certification to conduct
chemical larval treatment to address larval
production in temporarily-ponded areas that are
discovered, but only after: (1) modifying water
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management; (2) proactively moving insectpredating fish (such as Gambusia, stickleback, and
various warmwater species) that are found on the
CVWA to ponded areas, or (3) trying other
methods to dry out the ponded areas. These other
methods can include transferring ponded water to
flowing channels with a pump or by hand-digging
small channels to drain water.
The 2020 larval monitoring effort has begun, but
sampled mosquito numbers have been very low
thus far this spring. District staff has also assisted
neighboring agricultural landowners by providing
the protocols, basic training, and standard
sampling forms to conduct their own larval
sampling, if so desired.
Willamette Wildlife Mitigation Program
Project Solicitations
The Willamette Wildlife Mitigation Program
(WWMP) received nine applications for the Fiscal
Year 2022 solicitation. At approximately $18.4
million, the total request is far in excess of the $9.7
million Bonneville Power Administration funding
available for acquisitions this funding cycle. This is
a refreshing change after two solicitation cycles
where the total request was well below the annual
funding amount available.

done in a fish friendly manner. Decades of
research was funded to allow ODFW to make
recommendations that help the Corps meet its
fishery objective on the Rogue River.
Active coordination between Rogue District and
Corps staff at the dam continues to this
day. Assistant District Fish Biologist Pete Samarin
has led efforts in recent years to focus on careful
flow management in side channels of the upper
river. Many spring Chinook salmon spawn in and
near the side channels each September. If reservoir
releases are too high when the fish spawn in
September, and then drop too low during the
January 1 to April 30 reservoir fill season,
countless eggs, alevins, and newly hatched fry can
be killed.

The total acreage proposed for protection is
2,270. To date, the WWMP has protected 11,687
acres towards the 16,680-acre mitigation target,
with another 568 acres recommended for funding
and in the realty process.
In May, due to COVID-19 gathering restrictions,
WWMP staff hosted virtual site visits for the
properties, where review teams could view the
sites via drone footage and photographic tours
presented by the project sponsors. The site visit
presentations went smoothly and were well
received, given the constraints. The review teams
will further evaluate the proposed projects in June.
Fill Season Reservoir Coordination on the
Rogue
Unique in the Pacific Northwest, the Army Corps
of Engineers’ (Corps) dams in the Rogue
watershed were authorized by Congress with
“fishery enhancement” as a primary purpose. A
portion of the water stored in the reservoirs at
Lost Creek and Applegate is allocated to fish
needs, augmenting river flows in the summer. In
addition, unless the reservoir is being operated to
manage a flood, the operation of the dams must be

As might be expected, drought makes reservoir
management very challenging. Similar to dry years
in the past, Lost Creek Reservoir is below its
normal water depth for this point in the fill
season. The release from the reservoir has been
low since January, but high enough to keep water
flowing in side channels. Reductions in the release
this time of year will put spring Chinook at risk if
not done with caution. Corps biologists work with
District staff to monitor water temperatures during
egg incubation (accumulated temperature units) to
gauge whether spring Chinook eggs have fully
developed and the fry emerged from the
gravel. District staff survey specific side channels
for the presence and relative abundance of spring
Chinook fry as a check on the temperature unit
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condition. Information sharing and planning
between the agencies takes place at a weekly
coordination call each Wednesday. Releases have
been slowly reduced since April 1, and the
department believes the wild fry have been
adequately protected. Additional warm and dry
months will present the next challenge for the
Rogue team.

New Gravity Intake Improves Clackamas
Hatchery Water Supply
At Clackamas River Hatchery, a new gravity intake
pump station and pipeline were recently installed
and the pipeline buried. The pump station was
original to the facility construction in 1979. The
intake was located in a static spot along the bank
of the Clackamas River. Over time, the river
moved away from the location of the intake and
cut away more river bed causing less and less water
to be available to the intake and thus to the
hatchery.

in year-round constant flow fulfilling the full water
right, capable of providing quality-rearing water to
every pond on the hatchery. The degassing
building has been built and will undergo leak
testing in mid-April.

New degassing building/head box.

Hatchery staff began noticing this approximately
10 years ago, and the situation become
exponentially worse each year since
then. Production shifted away from the facility due
to lack of water during the summer months, and
luckily, no losses have occurred. However, in early
summer 2019, staff had to emergency evacuate
fish from on station to another facility because not
enough water was able to be pumped to maintain
proper fish rearing. All of this, in combination
with the high cost of electricity and maintenance at
the intake (+/- $100,000/year), put the gravity
flow project high on the priority list for the
department.
The new pump station intake was relocated up
river on the Clackamas into Rivermill Reservoir.
With the new intake being gravity fed, it will result

Degassing building interior. Substrate vessels break about
water and diffuse nitrogen.
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Apple Podcasts:
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/beaverstate-podcast/id1510644457
Stitcher:
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/beaver-statepodcast
Google Play Music:
https://play.google.com/music/m/Ixokrdi3ywjygl
7u3iz6xmem32y?t=Beaver_State_Podcast
Reservoir intake structure (cylinder).

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION
Roger Fuhrman, Information and Education
Administrator
Agency Launches Beaver State Podcast
The new ODFW podcast, called the Beaver State
Podcast is now available on Apple Podcasts and
Google Play Music, among other listening
platforms.

and Spotify:
https://open.spotify.com/show/1dvgv1bgZYME
crQ5MRfaug?si=2vrHE0B7Trm7Fm-cljM0yA
You can also listen to episodes on MyODFW.com
https://myodfw.com/articles/beaver-statepodcast
If you get a chance to listen, would you mind
giving us a rating or a review? That is the best way
to grow podcasts and encourage new listeners to
pick them up.

A podcast allows the agency to discuss complex
fish and wildlife management issues that do not
lend themselves to social media posts with limited
characters or that not everyone can see due to
proprietary algorithms (search engine limitations).
A half-hour to 45-minute podcast allows us to
discuss these issues with a lot more context in a
conversational format.
Several episodes currently exist and the
department has moved to a weekly format. We
want to let people know about it more broadly,
especially now that the public can subscribe to it
and have new episodes delivered to their phones.
Available episodes cover a range of topics
including: demystifying steelhead, the history of
the agency, wildlife disease and coronavirus, bear
hunting and management, human dimensions
work and spring turkey hunting. The next two
episodes are all about ODFW’s warmwater
hatchery and halibut fishing, management and
food preparation. The department is always up for
new ideas and would love to talk about how to
incorporate those into the podcast.
Here are some of the phone apps you can
subscribe to the podcast through;

Anti-Poaching Campaign Growing Fast
Oregon’s first Anti-Poaching Campaign
stakeholder meeting was held virtually on May 11.
At least 27 stakeholders from various disciplines
and demographics across the state participated.
The agenda included opening statements by
Director Melcher, State Representatives Helm and
Sprenger, ODFW leadership, Oregon State Police
leadership and Oregon Department of Justice
leadership.
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The legislation establishing the campaign includes
funding for a paid advertising effort, which is in
the state procurement process. In the short term,
the campaign is focusing on earned media—news
coverage and other free means of getting messages
out about poaching in Oregon. Thousands of
media impressions have resulted from stories
about high-profile big game animal poaching cases.
Publicity also resulted in the reward amount in a
bighorn sheep poaching case going up from $3,500
to $10,000 as partner organizations saw the news
and engaged in the effort. As spring turns into
summer and people take to the state’s waterways,
the campaign will increase its focus on fish and
shellfish as well as other game and non-game
species.
Hunter Education Requirements Adapted in
Light of Social Distancing
The department has temporarily changed rules
related to Hunter Education requirements so that
students may still have an opportunity to hunt this
fall with their families.
While a field day is typically required to complete
hunter education certification after the online or
workbook class, ODFW is suspending that
requirement beginning Aug. 1. That means
students who have completed the classroom
portion online or by workbook can hunt the fall
2020 season even if they have not taken the field
day. They do need to be accompanied by an adult
at least 21 years of age on their hunt.
Visit the following link to enroll in an online
course, https://myodfw.com/…/huntereducation-classes-and-field-day… or request a
workbook by emailing ODFW.Info@state.or.us
This exception is only for the 2020 hunting season.
Youth ages 17 and under will need to complete the
field day portion to receive their hunter education
certification so they can hunt next year and in the
future.
All in-person hunter ed field days and classes were
cancelled through at least May 31, but Hunter Ed
Staff and certified volunteers expect to schedule
events as restrictions are lifted.

effort. Adam Baylor (East Region and HQ public
information officer), worked as a videographer for
the Office of Emergency Management Joint
Information Center for about two weeks. During
this time, he was assigned two projects that
focused on local businesses adjusting to operations
during a pandemic and how they were contributing
to the overall response. Michelle Dennehy
(Wildlife and Fish divisions’ public information
officer) served as a public information officer for
two weeks, providing news releases, other written
materials, and media relations expertise. Both staff
was also part of ODFW’s COVID response as
well.
Adam’s videos can be viewed on OEM's Facebook
page:
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=93640865
3466962
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=52786033
7889403
#HerpWeek on Instagram a Success
Spring is a great time to talk about Oregon’s many
reptiles and amphibians. Recent projects in
Medford led to some opportunities to educate the
public about the activity of “herping,” (looking for
reptiles and amphibians) and so we launched
#HerpWeek with the help of ODFW biologists
Jade Keehn and Amy Darr.
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/herpweek/

The focus was on looking for wildlife in your
backyard (due to Covid-19 restrictions), and
educational material were provided about
interacting with some of Oregon’s cool reptiles
and amphibians. The posts were popular with both
people for whom this is a bit of a novelty and for
those who are actively involved with herping
around the state. Here is a look at the numbers.
Total Likes: 2,872
Total Comments: 69
Total Shares: 141
Average Reach: 7,060
Total Reach: 42,264 accounts

ODFW Provides Resources to Office of
Emergency Management Joint Information
Center
As part of the statewide COVID-19 response, two
I&E staff were assigned to assist in the statewide
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Spring Hunting Newsletter Highlights
Opportunity, Controlled Hunt Process
On May 6, 2020, the Information and Education
Division sent out an email to any customer that
had purchased a hunting license to-date in 2020, as
well as any customer that purchased a hunting
license in 2019. The goal of this email was to
provide meaningful and useful content to
individuals interesting in applying for this year’s
controlled hunts while also promoting other
agency products (i.e., premium hunting
opportunities) and programs (i.e., Oregon
Conservation and Recreation Fund, Stop Poaching
Campaign).
The compilation of articles, products, and
programs included in the email were relevant to
hunters this spring. The email was distributed to
99,122 people. Not everyone opened it, but the
email had 110,184 total opens, which means that
many people came back, and reopened the email
another time. The email also received 17,060 total
click-through on the 24 different links included in
the email. The top five links that received the most
clicks (in ranking order) are: Apply Now for
Controlled Hunt; Big Game Statistics; 2020 Tag
Reductions; Controlled Hunt Guidance press
release; and 2020 Big Game Regulation Changes.
Total opens continued to accumulate through May
15th.

OREGON STATE POLICE
Captain Casey Thomas, Fish & Wildlife Division

A Fish and Wildlife Trooper from the Lakeview area
patrolled several desert lakes. In total, 10 anglers were
contacted with 1 issued a citation for no angling license
and two issued warnings (no angling license and angling
after retaining daily limit). Two additional contacts were
warned for removal of archeological item without
permit.
A Fish and Wildlife Trooper was working the Gilbert
River within the Sauvie Island Wildlife Area. A group
of anglers were observed catching a sturgeon, which
was pulled onto the bank and carried up to the tree line
out of view. The subject who caught the fish retrieved a
OREGON FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION FIELD REPORTS

machete from a bucket and returned to the fish. A few
minutes later the group quickly gathered all their gear
and hurried towards the parking lot. The subject who
caught the fish was carrying a five gallon bucket on his
shoulder, which was covered with a black trash bag,
concealing its contents. Contact with the group was
made at their vehicle - however the subject grabbed the
bucket and started running toward the river, ignoring
commands to stop; and threw the contents into the
river. The subject, who had been convicted of unlawful
take of sturgeon and suspended in 2015, denied
catching a sturgeon. He did not have a license and was
using bait, which is currently unlawful on the Gilbert
River. The subject was cited and released for Unlawful
Take of Sturgeon, Fail to Allow Inspection of Catch,
and Angling Closed Stream. The Trooper searched the
area where the fish was caught and located a sturgeon
head, tail, and fins. Additional charges will be referred
to DA’s office.

A Fish and Wildlife Trooper was checking turkey
hunters on the youth weekend and contacted the
juvenile hunter depicted above, who shot her first
turkey in the Ukiah Unit.

The Marine Fisheries Team received multiple
complaints of a seine boat setting a net inside of the
Cascade Head Marine Reserve. Troopers arrived by
boat on scene to find a seine boat with a net deployed
actively fishing for squid. The boat was dead center
inside the reserve. The boat was boarded and
instructed to release squid in the net that was currently
deployed. Troopers found approximately two tons of
squid already on board the vessel from the first tow
made in the reserve just before Troopers. The captain
was cited for Fishing Closed Area: Cascade Head
Marine Reserve. He was instructed to return to Port
immediately and offload the squid to OSP. The
squid then were sold back to the plant and the value
of the load will be paid to the ODFW commercial fish
fund.

A Fish & Wildlife Sergeant & Oregon Department of
Fish and Wildlife District Wildlife Biologist responded
to a call near the Nestucca River, where two ATV
riders reported a sick bear lying along the roadside.
Upon arrival, it was found that the bear was not sick; it
was just struggling a little to wake up after a long
hibernation.
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A Fish and Wildlife Trooper observed a male angling
off of the Touvelle Bridge into the Rogue River. The
Trooper was familiar with the male angler - as he was
suspended from fishing for a long history of angling
crimes and unlawful salmon harvests. The Trooper
contacted the male as he began to leave the area and
verified his identity. During questioning, the subject
stated he knew he was angling while suspended but just
couldn’t help himself. The subject was found to be
suspended until 2024 and was subsequently cited and
released for Angling While Suspended and his rod was
seized. The subject faces a possible lifetime suspension
and probation sanctions.

turtle back to the wetland and to I&E for producing a
short video documenting the turtle’s story and release.
The video is at: https://youtu.be/h4pvYAnNs_Y

CONSERVATION PROGRAM
Andrea Hanson, Oregon Conservation Strategy
Coordinator
Denman Wildlife Area Coverboard Surveys
Terrestrial salamanders and reptiles tend to be found
under rocks, leaves, and ground cover. Coverboards are
designed to mimic this organic layer and are most made
of nonchemically treated plywood.
SW Region Conservation Biologist completed rounds
three and four of the Denman coverboard surveys. So
far, they have been able to complete all rounds with a
little extra field time from additional ODFW staff.
Surveys have been very productive with the recent rain
and humidity.

Minto Brown Trail Cams Deployed
The West/NW Region Conservation Biologist assisted
in the deployment of several wildlife cameras at Minto
Brown Island Park with ODFW HQ staff, the City of
Salem Public Works staff and a biology professor at
Western Oregon University (WOU). This monitoring
effort is part of the C-SWG Western Pond Turtle
Conservation Project. WOU is also looking at basking
habitat preferences of turtles at the site. The project is
being expanded to evaluate effects of human recreation
at the park on basking turtles. This first year of data
will likely be “different” in light of COVID-19, but the
decision was made to move forward anyway.

Sierra Nevada red fox project continues
The Sierra Nevada red fox crew out of the Bend field
office continued its radio-collaring project. Collaring
efforts will conclude after the remaining radio collars
have been deployed, however, the work is not finished.
Once all the collar data has been collected, biologists
will analyze the data, finalizing the home range and
habitat use estimates. There are also many fur samples
to be analyzed for genetics, and these will be used to
delineate the subspecies within the study area. Data
from this research project will help wildlife and land
managers when making management decisions.

Western Painted Turtle Released

A YouTube video about the SNRF project can be
found here: https://youtu.be/dCishuVx3Q8

Staff coordinated the release back into the wild of a
native Western Painted Turtle that had been handcaptured by staff back in February 2020 during an
amphibian egg mass survey at a project site in
Columbia County. The turtle was found to be lethargic
and suffering from an aural (ear) abscess. The turtle
was treated at the Portland Audubon Wildlife Care
Center with assistance from the Oregon Zoo Vet
Hospital before being cleared for release. Many thanks
to the NWWD Fish Biologist for transporting the
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OCRF Committee & Expenditure Framework
The Oregon Conservation & Recreation Advisory
Committee met on May 5 and May 19. They will meet
again on June 3. The Committee is in the process of
developing an Expenditure Framework to guide how
they will make decisions on expenditures from the
Oregon Conservation & Recreation Fund and to help
the fundraising effort to be specific about how
donations will be used. To date, approximately $60,000
has been raised for the Oregon Conservation &
Recreation Fund through the Oregon Wildlife
Foundation and the Electronic Licensing System.

East Region Bios Complete Owl Survey
East Region Conservation Wildlife Biologist and other
East Region Wildlife District staff completed shorteared owl surveys this year. The Klamath Bird
Observatory could not do the surveys because of
COVID-19 closures and concerns.

Turtle Surveys in Mosier
The East Region Conservation Biologist conducted
Northwestern pond turtle (NWPT) surveys in Mosier
with the help of the district staff and private
landowners in The Dalles.

OCAMP is Underway
We are excited to announce a new project to advance
priority conservation planning in Oregon aimed at
understanding and mitigating barriers to wildlife
movement. The Oregon Conservation Strategy
identifies “Barriers to Animal Movement” as one of
seven Key Conservation Issues in the state and habitat
loss and fragmentation represent the single greatest
threat to biodiversity worldwide.
ODFW, in collaboration with Portland State University
and Samara Group LLC, is implementing a statewide
effort, the Oregon Connectivity Assessment and
Mapping Project (OCAMP), to map habitat
connectivity for a wide diversity of Oregon's wildlife
species. This three-year project launched in February,
with an invitation to practitioners, species experts and
other stakeholders to assist with species selection,
model parameterization, product review and more. The
resulting maps will provide critical information on
wildlife connectivity in Oregon to aid in planning,
mitigation, restoration and conservation.

This is the third year of the effort to monitor NWPT
populations in this area. Surveys were conducted for
two nights at eight private land sites and will continue
bimonthly until July. After capture we collect
morphological data and give each turtle a pit tag to
identify unique turtles. This has allowed us to measure
growth rates of recaptured turtles, as well as estimate
population size and identify movements between
trapping locations. To date, the project has captured
over 100 unique turtles.

Oregon Connectivity Assessment and Mapping
Project Emblem
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MARINE RESOURCES PROGRAM

Caren Braby, Marine Resources Program Manager

The Ocean is ‘Essential’
A year ago, few of us would have predicted where we
are today, and yet our collective response to COVID19 has provided a rare opportunity to re-evaluate what
is important and essential. Lessons learned during this
time of crisis will be invaluable in shaping our future –
one, in which marine resources will continue to be an
important part of Oregon’s culture and economy as
well as our environment. Commercial fishing jobs and
seafood production are among the many important
services the ocean provides. This report outlines the
story of Oregon’s commercial fisheries weathering the
storm of COVID-19, and how ODFW has supported
the continued operation of commercial fisheries, but
also lays bare some key vulnerabilities in the seafood
industry and markets.
Commercial fisheries were deemed essential to
Oregon’s food production by Governor Brown, and
continued operations this spring while much of Oregon
stopped. Several fisheries sectors brought in significant
landings over the last three months, including
Dungeness crab, rockfish, sole, and market squid
(unusual in most years in Oregon). Monitoring and
regulation of commercial harvest is one of ODFW’s
primary responsibilities in marine resources
management, critical to informing state and federal
fisheries management. The Marine Resources Program
adapted our monitoring and management activities; and
continues to adapt them – to ensure that commercial
harvest continues to occur, as markets will bear.
As part of this continuation of management activities,
the first large-scale webinar convening of the Pacific
Fisheries Management Council (PFMC) (in fact, the
first ever large convening of any Fisheries Management
Council) took place in early April, a few short weeks
after the initial nation-wide closures occurred. It was
challenging for all involved to meaningfully contribute
to and engage in this remote meeting, which required
coordination of hundreds of advisory body members,
Council members, and public commenters. The
meeting agenda was somewhat reduced due to the
format, and the first day was met with some trepidation
from the participants, yet, meaningful regulatory
decisions were considered, debated, and made all in a
remote setting; overall, it was a success. Several
individuals who provided public testimony noted that
the webinar format provided them an opportunity to
comment that they would not have had otherwise,
since they could not afford the time or travel to attend
an in-person meeting. The meeting demonstrated our

collective resilience and ability to adapt yet continue to
meet our critical management responsibilities. The
PFMC will again convene by webinar in June 2020.
The last few months have also revealed challenges that
the fishing industry must overcome in the near future.
With restaurants and hotels closed and international
trade dampened or non-existent, the buyers for much
of Oregon’s seafood disappeared overnight. Cold
storage filled quickly. We now have a great surplus of
seafood product that will be absorbed slowly into the
market as demand again increases in coming months.
The pace of increasing demand is yet to be revealed but
likely will be modest. Some seafood harvesters, buyers,
and retailers (like many businesses) will not make it
through this pandemic, and this loss will challenge the
rural coastal economies that rely on them.
Yet in adversity, there is also creativity and ingenuity.
Interest in direct-to-consumer seafood sales has
skyrocketed. Seafood delivery services have popped up
to serve consumers at the coast and the Willamette
Valley. At the April PFMC meeting, ODFW and the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife successfully
proposed modifications to federal fishery regulations to
enable increased production of some fish species that
does well in direct-to-consumer markets. One of the
silver-linings of recent events might in fact be an
increase in domestic consumption of healthy seafood.
Like the broad ocean changes we’ve observed over the
last six (6) years (including harmful algal blooms,
marine heatwaves, shifting distributions in key ocean
species), COVID-19 is challenging us to find new ways
to harvest, to manage, and to be resilient. Ocean
fisheries will be part of Oregon’s future, but that future
will be different than we would have predicted several
months ago.
The Marine Resources Program is currently working in
two key areas to meet this uncertain future:
1. Improving our use of instrumentation to conduct
remote monitoring of fishing effort and of ocean
conditions. Through rigorous information, we have
effective management.
2. Improving our methods to connect with and engage
ocean stakeholders from a distance – our state is large,
and all Oregonians have a vested interest in the ocean.
It truly is essential to our future.
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