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Fall River Fishway

Like many diversion dams in Oregon, the Fall
River Hatchery intake diversion did not have a
fishway. Installing a new fishway was a priority for
the Department and made possible as part of the
Depart ment 0s eefrel lbatcieryt o
maintenance using the bonding approved by the
Legislature in 2017.

Retrofitting a new fishway to an existing dam is a
complicated assignment. The new fishway needs
to be attractive to fish while safely fitting into the
design and operatiof the existing structure. In
considering how best to provide passage past the
Fall River Hatchery diversion we considered a
number of alternatige Because Fall Rivsra
springfed system, with réikaely consistent annual
flow, a vertical slot fisladdemwas considedthe

best alternativ@he novel part of this project was
that we decided to use a modular approach to
building and installing the new fishway.

The Dalles Screen Shggt the assignment to

build the new fishway designed by Depaittme
engineers. The fishway was built using stainless
steel plate in eight sections, each about 10 feet
long and 6 feet tall; each weighing more than 4000
pounds. The Dalles Shop completed fabrication

the spring of 2018nd transported the sections to
FallRiver HatcheryOnce at the Hatcheaylocal
painting company coated the sections with a patina
finish in a mottled black coloFhe mottle black

finish waselectedbasedn local resideswvho

did not wanto live next tadflashy stainless steel
structured.

The Jplpn|DayeScrepa $lymp the assignment to
install the new fishwayhrough the installation,

they tookprecautions to protect riparian
vegetatioms well as isolate the construction area
from Fall Riverflow.

The completed facility will provideown, brook

and rainbow trouccess tour miles of good
guality habitat This project is another example of
the wide range of biological, engineering,
fabrication and construction skills of the

Department ds staff.
Invasive Grass Control Research

Invasive annual grasses (e.g. cheatgrass,
medusahead rye, ventenata, etc.) have been
invading and dominating grass communities across
the west for decades. The native perennial grass
communities lost because of this ioraare

critical for wintering mule deer, elk, sage grouse,
and sage sparrows. Stopping the spread of
invasive grasses has been the focus of work by
many natural resource agencies.

Oregon State University (OSU) is evaluating the
efficacy of posfire herbicide application and
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annual grass and forb/shrubseeding as an
invasive grass control strategy at Phillip W
Schneider Wildlife Area (PWSWA). Wildland fire
tends to increase thpread of invasive grasses.
Development of a strategy to slow or stop the
spread of invasive grasses after a fire would be a
major step forward in addressing this problem.

OSUds work at PWSWA beg
effects of grazing and juniper remaval

vegetation diversity and biomass in 2012. In 2014,
the South Fork Complex Fire burned through the
study area and changed the focus of the project to
investigating the efficacy of pbet restoration
strategies. As part of the study vegetation
sampihg occurred at three PWSWA sites including
two that burned in 2014.

While the unburned site has showed no
degradation, invasive annual grasses colonized
both of the burned sites. Herbicide application
has effectively reduced the spread of invasive
annual grasses at the burned sites. We are now
waiting to see how the native grass and shrub

seedingb6s will fare as
Unfortunately, it will take another 7 to 10 years
before we know if the project has been a success.

Malheur River Chnook Fishery

On June 1%, the Department and the Burns

Paiute TribeBPT) cooperatively released 200

male Chinook salmon into the upper Malheur
River during the fifth annual experimental

Chinook fishery. The fishery is open to tribal and
nontribalangl er s; however, t
was heavily modified due to Cel@restrictions.

BPT had family units sign up for-80nute shifts

to adhere to the social distancing guidelines.

This is the fifth yeawe havéieldthisfishery at

the Malleur River FordDams have blocked
salmon and steelhead access to the Malheur
spawning and rearing grounds for decades. The
Department and BPdevelopedhiso b uc ket 6
fishery to restore a lost cultural and recreational
opportunity. 8rplusmde WillametteRiver
hatchergpring Chinook salmanre used because
they pose a lower disease risk than Snake River
fish.

The season is open from June 15th until August
15th this year. The Tribe will collect creel
information and report their findings once the
seasn concludes.

WEST REGION
Begnadette Graham Hudsgtegion Manager

Group wins fishery conservation awards

The Upper Willamette Stewardship Network

recently was awarded both the 2020 Conservation
Achievement Award from the Western Division of
the American Fisheries Society (AFS) and the 2020
Presidentds Fishery -Cons
AFS Member/Unit. In @dition, the Oregon
ChapteAFS presented theevork with an

avardin2089% r 5s attendance

The Upper Willamette Stewardship Network
(UWSN) is a group of neprofit, likeminded
agencies in the Upper Willamette Basin that
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banded together in 2018. The UWSN convinced
funding groups to support this collaborative model
that is ecologically and socially holistic in scope
and were awarded funding to hire a coordinator to
orchestrate collaborations among the agencies.

The UWSN consists of the McKenzie, Long Tom,
Middle Fork Wilamette and Coast Fork

Willamette watershed councils, and McKenzie
River Trust. Rather than compete individually for
funding and duplicate efforts, the network
identifies, partitions, and plans projects and events
to maximize efficiency and amplify tregmtude

of aquatic resource conservation and ecological
benefits in the upper Willamette Basin.

ODF Wb s
nominated the UWSN for these AFS awards for
their many contributions to habitat restoration and
enhancement, addseng urban runoff, conducting
environmental education and various outreach
activities, protecting important and diminishing
Willamette Valley habitat through purchasing land
and/or securing conservation easements, and
supporting cultural awareness andastiship
expertise provided by indigenous community
members.

Congratulations to the UWSN for being
recognized as innovators and leaders in
conservation partnerships and work on the
ground!

Habitat restoration crew update

O D F Widabitat Restoration Craslocated in
Corvallis but woskthroughouthe West Region,
typically in threto four of the five watersheds
every year. They support several bfe
smaller, ustaffedwildlife areas, as wadE.E.
Wilson and Fern Ridgeldlife areasThe cew
consiss of two permanent employees, and during
the summer season, one staff member Ed&mn
Wilson ananefrom theFish Likeration program
join the crew

Over the last few yeatke crew has formed a
Good Neighbor Agreement (GNA)tkvthe
Willamete NationaForest targeting some of their
projectghata | i gn wi t h. TO&& WO s
projects includkabitat restoration, better quality
forage on federal landsd improved public
access.

agenc!

Currenty, the crew igestoring two meadows in
the Willam#e NationalForestby removing
encroaching trees and creating snag trees. The
extra light and water that will now reach the
ground will result in improved forage, a flush of
native wildflowersand herbaceous plant growth.

In addition to the meadow wotke crew is also
assisting the Willamette National Forest with
installation of six headyty gates to help the

Forest manage public access. The gates will be
strategically placed to prevent access during times
of high fire danger, maintenance work, and t
reduce trespassing and vandalism.

Below are pictures showing a meadow before and
S o u t FmishDi4tritt ktafme t t e during restoration work, and a panoramic view of
a meadow after restoration.
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Aggressive deer in Ashland

After an intensive public education and outreach
effort in Ashland neighborhoods affected by
nuisance bears, Rogi@dlife District staffare

now dealing with aggressive deer throughout the
city as well as in east Medford and Jacksonville.
The district reeived about 20 reports of aggressive
deer in Jackson County through-thity. Two

dogs were killed and two people were attacked.

District staff worked with I&E toreate a flyer
warning residents aggressive deer and steps to
avoid encounters. Flyavere posted in

no one on the distribution list was expecting to
receive this email. However, the messages hit the
target as there was not one person who
unsubsigbed. The email performed well with
216,054 total opens, a 39% unique open rate,
16,153 total clicks, a unique click thru rate (CTR)
of 4%. The links that were most clicked on in
descending order: how to fish for trout (first video
in the series), takea along article, easy angling
Oregon article, and how to buy a fishing license.
The agency plans to begin sending hunting and
angling emails to customers on a monthly basis to
encourage participation and talk about a variety of

neighborhoods and a news release on the issue wa&9€ncy initiatives inclod antipoaching

picked up by media. Some aggressive behavior is
due to does protecting fawas well ageer being

fed by people and losing their natural fear of
humans. With fawns becoming more mobile in
July, reports have begun to slow, although
education is ongoing.

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION

Roger Fuhrman, Information and Education
Administrator

Make Fishing Part of Your 4th!

This holiday weekend we encourage you to make the most of the weather and
enjoy some time by the water. Fishing is the perfect activity to enjoy with family and
friends. Be safe out there and have some fun. Remember to recreate responsibly
by social distancing and wear a mask when social distancing isn't possible.

No license? No worries. It's never too late to grab a license for a last minute fishing
trip. You can purchase a license 24/7/365 via MyODFW.com or the MyODFW app

I&E will begin send‘ingAmonth[y fishing and hunting
newsletter to customers.

July 4 email a big hit withOregon anglers
| &E sent a
to encourage people to get back out on the water
to fish as part of their holiday festivities. The email
was sent to anyone that held a fishing license in
2018, and/or 2019, as well as anyattea fishing
license in 2020. The email included 328, 218
recipients. This was an unsolicited email, meaning

campaign, habitat/conservation and ODFW staff
profiles.

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife @
Published by Tim Akimoff June253at6:16 PM - Q

As part of a multi-year process to review the big game hunting regulations,
ODFW is considering some changes for the 2021 seasons. Please watch
the video to learn more, or read this news release -

https:/iwww. dfw.state.or.us/news/2020/06_June/062520b.asp

If you would like to comment on these ideas, please do so online at the Big
Game Review page using this form,
https:/lodfw.wufoo.com/forms/zth5lfy09ws6hm/ Comments left on this
Facebook post will NOT be forwarded.

Learn more and sign up to receive email updates on potential changes to
2021 Big Game Regulations by visiting https://myodfw.com/articles/big-
game-review

Big Game Hunting Review
2020 Informational Video

94,084 13,499

People Reached Engagements o

OQ 174 258 Comments 296 Shares
o Like (D comment /> Share @-

ODFW has used Facebook and many other channels to get
feedback from hunters.

Thousands of hunters give feedback on
proposed big game changes

ODFW has heard from thousands of leusit
regarding proposed changes to big game

0 Ma k e MOF i esnhai i nirggulptians for the R02lyseasan. Through a variety

of input channels, Oregon hunters have made their
voices heard.

More than 4,000 randomly selected hunters
responded to professional opinion surveys
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conducted bfResponsive Management, a human  Baker City Fish and Wildlife Division members

dimensions research firm. completed a lengthy investigation involving a
subject who killed a large 4 x 4 mule deer buck
An online forum was open for 30 days in closed season in November of 2019. The case

February/March. About 10,000 people visited the  would not have been made if it were not for
site and read about 1,400 total comments. The concerned citizens providing information
agency websites (ODFW.com and regarding the incidenthe following charges
MyODFW.com) have provided infornagial were referred to the Baker County District
articles, videos and an online feedback form which At t or neyds of fice for <co
has received at least 1,700 responses. See more at:
https://myodfw.com/articles/bieggamereview Offender #1

ORS 498.002 Taking buck mule deer closed
The topic has also been big on social media. After season
the first week the Facebook post had reached over ORS 166.270 Felon in possession of a firearm (4
80,000 people and the introductory video had been counts)

viewed 38,000 times. ORS 166.435 Firearm transfer by unlicensed
person (2 counts)
OREGON STATE POLICE Offender #2

CaptainrCasey Thomakish & Wildlife Division

ORS 166.270 Felon in possession of a firearm

el
e Offender #3
ORS 166.250 Felam possession of a firearm
(Misdemeanor)
ORS 166.435 Firearm transfer by unlicensed
person

A Fish and Wildlife Trooper was called out to a
report of a subject who had reportedly shot at a
deer in his front yard just before dark near
Bandon.Patrol Troopes were on scene talking to
the subject and looking for the deEne
intoxicated subject admitted to shooting at

The OSP Fish and Wildlife Division awarded its Solmftgr;?rn'nsh'seﬁégr?m Cgic’r::ngeg his Stotg.n a
6Team of the Yearo awar gi:)u %r 0 e§rér%loogv%a’s?o?:%tgséw%keih% th
Mid-Valley Team. The team was presented the gar.

award in front of OSP and ODFW staff. The -Mid Tr?)qpershwere on dsﬁ.erﬁu.”?]% the ?lgr(;t,ht.hef.
Valley Team was nominated for their exceptional subject threatened his neighbors, fired his firearm

work in 2019, which éuded everything from repeatedly and was arrested by a Coos County

- Deputy for MenacingThe F/W Trooper was
successfuVildlife Enforcement Decoy @D) - :
operations to investigations culminating in search notified by neighbors they had located a dead deer

warrants. The Mitfalley Team is comprised of in the area, whiowas later located and noted to

members from Albany and Salem and is led by ha\d/el bee_n shot athlegst _tvgifr?e time of fde;]ath
Sergeant James Hald&ho also supervised the anb_ ociag%n matcf € RWItkIt € rEepgrt of the san:je
team in 2015 when they were previously honored ‘Sl'glgiﬁc .Dee?rgﬁ)sse%r Sggsoisjvillnbeapo%\?vraltrge?jn
as the Division team of the Year. The-Vadley the Cgos Countv District Attagmfor

team members stationed in Albany are Senior derat y y

Trooper Andrews, Senior Trooper Kenyon and consigeration.

Trooper Cochran; and Midalley team members

stationed in Salem are Sefi@oper Boeholt,

Senior Trooper Clement and Senior Trooper

Hunter.
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CONSERVATION PROGRAM

Andrea Hanson, Oregon Conservation Strategy
Coordinator

Western Pond Turtle Project Updates

Several activities were conducted by Conservation
Program(CP)staff and the CP Intern related to
themulti-state Western Pond Turtle Conservation
Project:

Conducted the first turtle trapping session of the
season at the project site in Albany, Talking Water
Gardens/First Lake. Trapping success is
notoriously very difficult based on past trapping
attemptsThis is probably due to the extremely
high level of organics present in the water column
makingthe bait difficult foturtlesto smell/detect.
Amazingly, two juvenile turtles were traped
northwestern pond turtle estimated to be two
years old and aree to fowyearold western

painted turtle.

Conducted a Visual Encounter Survey at Oaks
Bottom Wildlife Refuge where pond turtles have
historically been sighted. No turtles were observed.

Assisted in deploying wildlife cameras at the
Minto-Brown Island Brk project site to monitor
turtle nesting and nest predation.

Landowners Get Support from Conservation

Bios

A private landowner contacted ODFW this past
April when she found chorus frog eggs in her
outdoor rain catchments. The photos below are
the tadpole that completed metamorphosis this
month; the landowner has great habitat onsite and
these guys will be dispersing back onto her

property.

Oregon Spotted Frog Habitat Enhanced

Staff participated in a nighte,bullfrog survey on the
Little Deschutes with Jodi Wilmoth, a bullfrog control
contractor. Several adult and juvenile bullfrogs were

removed, as well as bullfrog egg masses. This
survey was part of Wilmotldsegon Watershed
Enhancement Boar@{(EB) grant funded effort
to monitor and remove bullfrogs from Oregon
Spotted Frog (OSF) habitat in the Deschutes
Basin. The Deschutes Basin (in central Oregon)
has arguably the most robust metapopulation of
OSF and is considered one of the strongholds for
thespecies. One of the major threats to the
persistence of OSF is the occurrence of exotic
predators such as the American bullfrog.

AlIS Teams Protect Oregon Waters

The AIS (Aquatic Invasive Species) prevention
program inspected 1,433 watercrattycepted 13
with other type of aquatic biouling and hot
water flushed one watercraft from Lake Havasu
with standing water in its ballast tank.

ODFW DIVERSITY AND

INCLUSION COMMITTEE
Shannon HurDeputy Director for Fish and
Wildlife Programs, D&ommittee Chair

We dr e e x c wdrecentdewelomnendsr et
thathi ghl i ght the State of
strong commitmenb pushing cultural change in

state government.

ODFW joins the Diversity Joint Venture for
Conservation Careers

Recently th®epartment was acceptedias

member of the Diversity Joint Venture fo
Conservation Careers (DJV). The DJV is made up
of federal and state agencies, universities, non
governmental organizations, foundations and
professional soci ¢ot i
strengthen the conservation workforce by

es.
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