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ODFW seeks comment on fish passage waiver - Bowman Dam

Greetings,
You are receiving this email because we are soliciting your comments on the Bowman Dam fish passage waiver as
required in Oregon Administrative Rule 635-412-0025 (12). Please see the link in ODFW’s news release below to access
the waiver materials including the waiver application, ODFW’s Benefit Analysis, and information on how to file
comments.
OAR 635-412-0025 (12) In addition to the Fish Passage Task Force as prescribed in OAR 635-412-0010(4)(e) and (g),
the Department shall notify local watershed council(s), local soil and water conservation district(s), identified stakeholder s,
and others who have expressed an interest in fish passage issues or the specific waiver or exemption request and prov ide
an opportunity to comment on the request at least three weeks prior to a decision on whether the waiver or exemption
should be granted.
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ODFW seeks comment on fish passage waiver - Bowman Dam
SALEM, Ore. – The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) seeks public comment on a request to provide a
waiver from the state’s fish passage requirements for a new hydroelectric project situated on the Crooked River at the
existing Bowman Dam in Crook County. Comments are due by Monday June 22, 2020.
Ochoco Irrigation District (Applicant) secured a preliminary permit from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to
install a hydroelectric power plant at Bowman Dam located approximately 20 miles upstream of Prineville and owned
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and managed by the Bureau of Reclamation. This action has triggered Oregon’s fish passage laws. The Applicant has
requested a fish passage waiver in lieu of providing passage at Bowman Dam. In exchange for not providing fish passage
at the Dam, the Applicant has proposed mitigation actions identified in the waiver application.
According to Greg Apke, ODFW Fish Passage Program coordinator, the Department or the Oregon Fish and Wildlife
Commission (Commission) may authorize a fish passage waiver if there are appreciable benefits to native migratory fish
greater at the mitigation site(s) compared to if passage were provided at Bowman Dam.
ODFW has completed a net benefit analysis and a recommendation to the Commission that the proposed mitigation
actions will not provide greater benefits than if passage were provided at the Dam. This fish passage waiver application
along with the ODFW net benefit analysis and public comments will be presented to the Oregon Fish Passage Task Force
for their recommendation at an upcoming virtual public meeting on Friday June 26, 2020. In addition to the Task Force
Meeting, ODFW anticipates this action will be considered by the Commission at a future meeting date yet to be
determined.
In the meantime, members of the public will have until June 22, 2020 to submit written comments on the proposed
request and the Department’s benefit analysis. The fish passage wavier application, the Department’s benefit analyses
and additional documentation provided by the Applicant are available at http://www.dfw.state.or.us/fish/passage/ .
Members of the public can send written comments to or request additional information from Ted Wise, ODFW East
Region Hydropower Program Coordinator at 61374 Parrell Road Bend, OR 97702, by e-mail, ted.g.wise@state.or.us, or
by calling (541) 633-1115. Comments are due June 22, 2020. Task Force and Commission meetings are open to the
public and public testimony on this action can be provided.
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