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Retiring District Biologist Looks back on
Deschutes Fisheries

In 1952, the agency stationed its first District
Fish Biologist in The Dalles to manage the lower
Deschutes. Our current District Biologist, Rod
French, was only the third District Fish Biologist
in The Dalles. After 32 years with the agency
and 19 years in The Dalles, Rod retired at the
end of January.

In Rod’s tenure he saw dozens of changes. He
witnessed improvements in riparian habitat,
upland habitats, water management, fish passage,
hatchery practices, and harvest management. He
experienced the effects of improved passage in
Columbia River and fisheries management. He
also witnessed effects of atmospheric warming,
drought, and ocean conditions, and recently,
worrisome declines in spring Chinook.

Rod also documented successes. Duplicating
techniques from intensive research in the 1970’s
and 80’s, The Dalles crew developed a relatively
unique set of comprehensive population and
fisheries monitoring data from a 40 year period.
Looking back at this data, it is evident that like
the stability of the river itself, most fish
populations and fisheries were relatively stable
over the period of record with cyclic periods of
ups and downs. Their recent work even shows
that redband trout populations above Maupin are
slightly above what they were in the 1970’s.
However, the biggest changes were associated
with the relicensing of Portland General
Electric’s Pelton Round Butte hydroelectric
project. Relicensing of the Pelton Round Butte
Project began 1994 and was completed in 2005.
The Pelton project blocked fish passage at river
mile 100 and altered downstream temperatures
since 1958. Restoring fish passage and water
quality were integral components of the new

license. The first big change as the project went
into effect in 2010 was the completion of a
Selective Water Withdrawal (SWW) tower. The
tower allowed Portland General Electric to
mimic what water temperatures would be
without a dam and provided downstream fish
passage. This allowed the reintroduction of
anadromous fish upstream of the projects.

The next Deschutes District Biologist will be
well positioned to further evaluate and manage
fisheries, however Rod was an outstanding
biologist, balancing science and social pressures
to make difficult management decisions
throughout his career, he will be missed.

Rod French testing retirement on a recent trip to Mexico

Winter at Cascade Hatchery

Cascade Hatchery in the Columbia River Gorge
is well known for battling extreme weather
events. Flood events during rainstorms, spring
runoff, landslides, ice and snow events, and of
course, the Eagle Creek fire of 2017 have all put
the facility and its fish production in jeopardy.
The 2020-21 winter has been no exception, on
numerous occasions the staff at Cascade
Hatchery has had to battle the weather in order to
keep a constant flow of fresh water to the 7.1
million fish and eggs on station.

The first major event came in the form of high
water and debris flow on Eagle Creek, which

OREGON FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION FIELD REPORTS



feeds water to the facility. Over the course of
two weeks in December, significant rainfall in
the basin created a major flooding event coupled
with high winds and plenty of downed trees.
The initial surge of high water brought
significant amounts of silt and woody debris
downstream, including a large tree that became
stuck on the intake. Staff from The Dalles Screen
Shop were able to dislodge the large tree from
the intake and remove it. After the high water
subsided, it was determined that no fish or eggs
were lost in the storm.

=5«

Massive tree at the Cascade Hatchery water intake after it
was removed in December

After the December event, the weather calmed
down until February when the latest winter storm
careened through the Columbia River Gorge.
This event did not bring high water and debris; it
brought cold temperatures, ice and snow.

Once again, the staff jumped into action and
alternated 12 hour shifts to keep the water intake
from becoming completely shut off due to ice.
Two people were working at the intake 24 hours
a day for nearly a week armed with brooms and
shovels to clear the slush and keep water flowing
to the fish. At one point, the raceways became
completely filled with slush and staff weren’t
sure if the fish were still alive but they
persevered by continually maintaining water
flow. After the ice and slush on the raceways
began to thaw, the staff were again able to take a
breath of relief, as all of the fish had weathered
the event and were still alive.

One of the slush filled racewéys at Cascade Hatchery
during the winter storm event in February

Effects of recreational hunting on
behavior of non-targeted individuals
Hunting is one of the most ubiquitous
recreational activities during autumn months in
much of North America. The direct effect of
hunting on mule deer and elk populations is the
harvest of individual animals. Less obvious
effects may be manifested through altered
behavior associated with human disturbance. Of
particular concern is the response of antlerless
ungulates, especially if the changes in behavior
directly associated with hunting activates modify
behavior to a point where nutritional condition
and ultimately reproductive performance is
reduced.

As part of the Starkey Project, researchers
investigated the behavioral response of antlerless
mule deer and elk to hunting. During hunts for
antlered mule deer, antlerless deer demonstrated
small, but distinct responses to hunters compared
to pre-hunt periods. Mule deer did not shift their
home-range in response to hunting, but did
increase movement rates during hunting hours.
Deer also altered their habitat use patterns to use
areas with increased cover and less forage during
hunting seasons. This may suggest female mule
deer may lose foraging opportunities during
hunts targeting antlered deer.

In contrast to deer, antlerless elk showed several
very strong responses to hunting of antlered elk.
Movement rates of antlerless elk increased
during hunts, with most of this increase
associated with high speed, long range
movements. During the hunts, antlerless elk
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shifted their distributions to be further from
roads and ATV trails and spent more time in
densely forested areas. Elk that demonstrated the
strongest avoidance of roads and spent more
areas in densely forested areas had lower body
fat entering winter, indicating a nutritional
consequence of strong avoidance of human
hunters.
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Collared mule deer doe in the Starkey Experimental Forest

Collectively, these results indicate both mule
deer and elk alter their behavior to avoid
encounters with human hunters, even if they are
not the sex being targeted by hunters, which
could translate to lost foraging opportunities.
Given the duration of most hunts in Oregon, it is
unlikely that hunting alone will have sufficient
energetic costs to effect population performance
of mule deer or elk. However, the collective
contributions of disturbance from other human
recreation (e.g., hiking, biking) throughout
summer and could lead to negative population
effects in some areas with high levels of human
activity.

West Region
Bernadette Graham Hudson, Region Manager

Springfield Wildlife staff begins trapping
turkeys in Eugene

In response to the increasing number of turkeys
and rats in residential neighborhoods, the Eugene
City Council adopted language into the City’s
nuisance code prohibiting the feeding of wildlife
including deer, raccoon, wild turkey, bear,
cougar, coyote, and wolf in July 2018. Prior to
the ordinance, educational efforts and hazing had
minimal to no success. Landowners continued

experiencing nuisance issues, residential
structural damage, and health and safety issues
associated with aggressive turkeys and
excrement. With year-round food sources and no
predators, wild turkeys became dependent on
artificial feeding and occupied smaller home
ranges.

Adopting a city ordinance to regulate wildlife
feeding was the first step toward addressing the
City’s increasing turkey population. Trapping
and removal of turkeys can alleviate some issues
inside of city limits, but only when a wildlife
feeding ordinance is in place and actively
enforced.

No turkey trapping occurred in 2019 as
Springfield Wildlife staff needed to document
the effects of the ordinance and allow turkeys to
redistribute throughout the city. Prohibiting
wildlife feeding was expected to have minimal
short-term effects on the overall turkey
population although turkey use patterns were
expected to change. Nuisance turkey complaints
dropped from 16 in 2018 to six in 2020.

Contingent on continued enforcement of the
ordinance, Springfield Wildlife staff began
trapping efforts in spring 2020. As a first step,
traps were set near the center of Eugene with
plans to expand to other areas of town. COVID-
19 restrictions cut those plans short for the spring
season.

Because trapping occurs within city limits,
appropriate capture techniques had to be
developed. Typical capture methods such as drop
nets and rocket nets were ruled out in favor of
smaller walk-in traps. A walk-in funnel trap was
used in the short spring 2020 trapping season
with limited success. Staff rethought the door
mechanism for 2021, and now three different
door styles are being used, including two drop
down versions and a hinged style.
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A walk-in tuky trap

All birds captured are humanely euthanized and
the meat is donated to a local gleaner group to be
distributed to local people in need. This method
was agreed upon in coordination with Wildlife
Division Game Bird Program staff due to
logistical restraints in relocating these birds to
other parts of the state. Also, these city-
habituated turkeys can be susceptible to higher
rates of predation and starvation when relocated
to wild areas. Staff plan to continue these efforts
into the future with hopes of reducing the current
rafters that roam Eugene neighborhoods.

Initial draft conservation plan being
reviewed by partners

The first draft of the Rogue-South Coast Multi-
Species Conservation and Management Plan
(RSP) was distributed to plan development
partners: Stakeholder Team members, the
Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde
Community of Oregon, the Confederated Tribes
of Siletz Indians, the Coquille Indian Tribe, the
Cow Creek Band of Umpgua Tribe of Indians,
and National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA)-Fisheries. The Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) is also
seeking independent scientific review of this first
draft of the RSP.

Comments from development partners and
independent scientists are due in March, and will
inform development of a revised draft plan to be

released later this spring for general public
review and comment. Staff will make any
necessary modifications based on public
comments and bring a final draft plan to the Fish
and Wildlife Commission for review and then
approval sometime this summer.

Umpqua Wildlife District reviews maps
for access

In cooperation with the agency’s Private Lands
Access Focal Team (an outcome of ODFW’s
Strategic Plan), the Umpqua Wildlife District
staff reviewed 107 pdf maps identified as
potential areas with landlocked public land. The
maps covered much of the checkerboard Bureau
of Land Management (BLM) landownership in
Douglas County which includes the Siuslaw,
Indigo, Dixon, Melrose, Tioga and Evans Creek
Wildlife Management Units.

Staff provided comments on each map that
described adjacent landownership, if the public
land was landlocked, if access was currently
present, and if pursuing improved public access
at that area was a priority.

District staff did not move forward with any
recommendations to pursue access to those BLM
parcels which were too small to make a real
difference in access, or because some foot access
was already available.

FY23 funding solicitation for Willamette
Wildlife Mitigation Program opened

The Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 funding solicitation
for the Willamette Wildlife Mitigation Program
(WWMP) opened February 1 for 10

weeks. Nearly $12 million in acquisition funding
is available and staff is aware of several potential
projects that may be submitted. The online
application includes updates to more easily
import information directly into the program
database currently under development with the
department’s Management Resources Division.
The application now includes more clarity about
proposed hunter and angler access on potential
acquisitions.

Including this year, only three solicitation cycles
remain to meet the 16,880-acre program target to
protect wildlife habitat in the Willamette

Valley. To date, over 11,800 acres have been
protected and more than 1,500 acres are “in
progress” following the FY22 funding
recommendations.
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The FY22 solicitation (recommended projects
from last cycle that are “in progress”) includes
two potential acquisitions for ODFW to add a
total of 140 more acres to Fern Ridge Wildlife
Area (FRWA). These are in addition to more
than 500 acres the agency already purchased
with WWMP funds to contribute to FRWA.

A recently completed Ducks Unlimited-funded
restoration project at South Coyote Unit
(acquisition funded by the WWMP) of FRWA
benefits wintering waterfowl. Several water
control structures were installed on the property
to increase the amount of water held on the site
which also benefits other native species as the
water recedes. The extended inundation helps
control non-native vegetation which benefits the
native wet prairie habit.

Drone photo of the recently completed South Coyote Unit
project funded by Ducks Unlimited

Although not directly WWMP-related, the
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board, Meyer
Memorial Trust and Bonneville Power
Administration opened their solicitation for the
Willamette River Anchor Habitat Investments
funding program in early February. This habitat
restoration funding program has approximately
$2.4 million available and has worked in tandem
with the WWMP to restore important and
protected aquatic habitats on the Willamette
River mainstem and below federal dams in the
McKenzie, Middle Fork Willamette and Santiam
basins.

Information and Education
Roger Fuhrman, Information and Education
Administrator

RBFF awards ODFW $25K for outreach
The Recreational Boating and Fishing
Foundation (RBFF) awarded ODFW a $25,000
grant tied to retain anglers who started fishing
during the pandemic. The grant will pay for
“over-the-top” (OTT) advertising over streaming
services to promote angling. OTT advertising is
highly targeted based on an individual’s
preferences, hobbies and other attributes. Much
of that information will come from the recent
survey of new customers and analysis of sales to
customers who bought their first license in 2020.
A grant proposal for a similar effort to retain new
hunters was submitted to the Association for
Conservation Information. RBBF did not fund
two other ODFW projects to retain new anglers,
including a series of fishing events at popular
locations and a survey of Hispanic anglers who
started fishing in 2020. We hope to pursue these
efforts with other funding.

Zoom assists in mentoring new hunters
Participants in December waterfowl workshops
at Coquille Wildlife Area recently had the
opportunity to reconnect with other hunters and
instructors. Andy Hamilton, a hunter recruitment
specialist, hosted a Zoom session for workshop
participants. This provided the new hunters the
opportunity to ask more questions and to share
the waterfowl hunting challenges and successes
they had after the workshop. Common
challenges included mastering calling and
finding places to hunt. This information is
helpful as we develop additional information and
resources to support new and returning hunters.
Although the Zoom session was lightly attended,
it was a valuable check in for participants. Most
said they intended to hunt again next year and
they all appreciated the opportunity to learn more
and the show of support by the Department. We
expect to begin holding similar follow-up Zoom
sessions with participants in other workshops in
the future.
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Veterans’ enjoy exclusive 1-day duck
hunt

I&E staff assisted with a veteran’s waterfowl
hunt at EE Wilson Wildlife Area near Corvallis
on February 6". Warfighter Outfitters took the
lead on the event which took advantage of the
veteran and active military only hunting day. Ten
military veteran hunters were assisted by five
military vet mentors from Warfighters and two
military vets from ODFW Information and
Education (Brandon Harper and Andy
Hamilton). Only two ducks were harvested, not
because of lack of ducks, but because of missed
shots. Perhaps the participants will take one of
our Shotgun Skills workshops before next duck
season to reduce the number of misses. Thanks
to EE Wilson staff for helping make the event
happen.

Military veterans participate in the first-ever in Oregon
“Veterans and Active Duty Military Waterfowl Hunt” at E.E.
Wilson Wildlife Area on Feb. 6, 2021 (ODFW photo)

Oregon State Police
Captain Casey Thomas, Fish & Wildlife
Division
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Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife members on patro
with "Buck"

Members of the Springfield Fish and Wildlife
team, including K-9 Buck, conducted a
saturation boat patrol on the Willamette River in
both Lane and Linn Counties. The focus of the
patrol was waterfowl, big game and marine
enforcement. During the patrol 15 hunters and 10
boats were checked. Numerous enforcement
contacts resulted in the following citations: No
Resident 2021 Hunting License, and Exceeding
the Bag Limit of Pintail Duck. Two hen pintail
ducks were seized as evidence. The Troopers
also deployed a Wildlife Enforcement Decoy
(WED) to detect deer hunting violations during
the ongoing Willamette Unit controlled deer
hunt. During the WED operation the following
citations were issued: Hunting Deer Prohibited
Method (Motor boat) and Aiding in a Wildlife
Violation. Along with the wildlife citations, one
hunting violation warning was given along with
multiple warnings for minor boating violations.

A Fish and Wildlife Trooper learned that a
seafood market in Vancouver, Washington was
importing blue crab and Louisiana crawfish into
PDX throughout 2020. The Market is also a
licensed wholesale fish dealer in Oregon that has
been cited criminally and violation level multiple
times in regards to record keeping. Inspections of
the Vancouver and Portland facility addresses
were coordinated with Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife. Upon inspection, it was
discovered the dealer was no longer using their
registered Oregon address and was not keeping a
complete set of records required by law. The
owner was cited and released for failing to
maintain proper dealer records and the charges
regarding illegal imports have been referred to
the District Attorney’s Office.
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OSP Fish and Wildlif
release of turkeys

Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife Division
members assisted ODFW with the release of 60
turkeys in the Keno Unit. ODFW had trapped the
turkeys in the John Day Area and relocated them
to the Keno Unit.

Conservation Program
Andrea Hanson, Oregon Conservation Strategy
Coordinator

North Coast eagle survey update

District biologists conducted the annual mid-
winter eagle survey along the Tillamook county
coastline. There were 19 bald eagles counted
with the majority congregated near the
Tillamook estuary; a slightly higher count than
the long-term average of 12 to 15 eagles but
lower than some peak counts in the high twenties
in recent years.

iNaturalist and foothill yellow-legged
frogs

ODFW recently created the Oregon Wildlife
Conservation Project on iNaturalist to collect
community science observations of Conservation
Strategy Species. To date, these observations
have added capacity to at least two Oregon
Conservation Strategy (OCS) projects; yellow-
legged frogs and invasive species monitoring.

Foothill yellow-legged frogs are small stream-dwelling
amphibians that breed in open, rocky pockets of slow-
moving streams and rivers. The species is thought to be
declining from habitat loss, invasive species and other
human disturbances that affect natural hydroperiods of
riparian systems

The first project is part of a new study to more
accurately document the core range of foothill
yellow-legged frogs, which are a Strategy
Species currently under review for federal ESA
listing.

To support conservation planning efforts for
foothill yellow-legged frogs, ODFW is planning
a strategic two-year environmental DNA survey
to document new frog locations in riparian
habitat that had not been previously surveyed. In
an environmental DNA survey, frogs are
observed using a lab protocol that analyzes water
samples to detect frog DNA particles that are
sloughed off into the water. These surveys are
being funded through a BLM Good Neighbor
Authority agreement and as part of this project
staff needed an accurate map of where frogs are
known to occur.

ODFW was able to document an additional 19
frogs through iNaturalist users which was added
to data collected from Scientific Take Permit
annual reports, staff observations and from
federal partners.

These frog observations included nine new
locations that are mapped on ODFW’s frog
distribution map. By incorporating public
observations of priority species, ODFW is able
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to document new locations for the distribution
study without additional staff time or funding
requirements which would have been needed to
survey those new locations.

Invasive species vs. community-sourced
data

iNaturalist may also prove to be a valuable tool
for invasive species monitoring. Invasive species
are a key conservation issue in Oregon.

For wildlife such as the northwestern pond turtle,
invasive species may negatively affect
population viability by increasing competition,
predation and disease transmission rates. Many
of these changes have been associated with
invasive red-eared sliders and snapping turtles,
which are prohibited but nonetheless patchily
distributed and able to reproduce in the wild in
Oregon.

Recently, a deceased side-necked turtle was
found near Eugene
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/670662

71

This image was uploaded to iNaturalist and used to identify
this non-native species (hinged terrapin). Note the hinged
plastron which is not found on northwestern pond turtle.

Seasonal observations of the species on iNaturalist in other

states suggests that they may be able to survive in the wild
in areas of mild climate. Photo by Hilary Rose Dawson.

iNaturalist users have recorded four observations
of snapping turtle and 110 observations of

sliders; this data helps ODFW to understand the
distribution of these species, which can support
ODFW’s management efforts. In addition to
these high-profile invasive turtle species, data on
iNaturalist suggests that there may be other
escaped or intentionally released pet turtle
species that have the potential to impact
Oregon’s native turtles.

Other species documented on iNaturalist include:
prohibited aquatic map turtles,
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/412797
48

prohibited aquatic cooter turtles,
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/177017
61

and the occasional non-controlled escaped pet
tortoise
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/373377
62.

Ultimately, these types of observations are
valuable as supporting evidence for staff
assessments of prohibited and non-prohibited
reptile species listed in OAR 635-056-0000 and
their potential to naturalize and potentially harm
native wildlife species.

Northwestern pond turtle workgroups
Over the winter, OCS field staff worked with
partners to implement workshops in the Upper,
Lower and Southwestern Turtle Working
Groups. Staff developed a guided discussion and
partner input process to solicit feedback on the
management priorities, conservation goals and
data needs to support northwestern pond turtle
priority conservation area (PCA), designations.
Results of this exercise (including feedback
results from 39 partners) will be used to identify
the regionally specific management goals and
associated PCA selection strategies for the seven
pond turtle management regions.
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MARINE RESOURCES PROGRAM
Caren Braby, Marine Resources Program
Manager

Oregon’s Territorial Sea Plan -
consideration of new ocean
management areas

Rocky habitats make up 41% of Oregon’s 362-
mile coastline. These rocky shores are both
culturally and biologically important, attracting
millions of visits annually from beachgoers
hoping to catch a glimpse of ocean life, such as
sea stars, octopus, oyster catchers, and more.
Various sites on Oregon’s coastline are
designated as “management areas” each with its
own management goals and in some cases
restrictions on activities and uses of the area. For
instance, sites designated as Marine Gardens are
favorite sites for Oregonians to visit during low
tides and can serve as a focal point for education
and outreach activity by schools, aquaria and
local ocean-interest groups. Some areas have
fishing restrictions associated with them, and
each of these is described in ODFW’s annual
Sportfish Regulations book, with location
information, harvest restrictions and other
relevant information.

Managing Oregon's rocky coastline is a shared
responsibility and the Oregon Department of
Land Conservation and Development (DLCD)
leads a coordinated multi-agency approach,
through implementation of the Oregon Territorial
Sea Plan (TSP). The TSP provides a coordinated
vision for marine resources in Oregon, and
guides the actions of state and federal agencies
that are responsible for managing coastal and
ocean resources in the public trust.

In 2018, DLCD initiated an amendment to
update the Rocky Shores Management Strategy
chapter (Part Three) of the TSP, in response to

strategic planning and direction from Oregon’s
Ocean Policy Advisory Council (OPAC), a
legislatively-created group that advises and
guides DLCD on TSP actions. OPAC
established a working group comprised of
agency representatives, stakeholders, and local
governments. The amended rocky habitat plan
will incorporate the best available science and
consider the needs, concerns, and values of
Oregonians balanced with the state’s goals for a
resilient coastal ecosystem that provides
enduring opportunities for its users. ODFW’s
Marine staff are playing key roles in developing
the policy for Part Three, including reviewing
public submissions proposing designation of new
management areas along the coast.

DLCD received 12 proposals in December 2020
and these are currently undergoing review by the
working group. In May, the OPAC will consider
the proposal and the reviews of the working
group and decide whether to move proposals
forward for incorporation into the Rocky Habitat
Management Strategy. The Strategy will then
move forward for consideration and adoption by
the Land Conservation and Development
Commission (LCDC). Once adopted by LCDC,
Oregon’s agencies will implement the Strategy’s
policies, site regulations and management
actions into their on-going work, which could
lead to Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission
action in the future.

For more information about the 12 proposals, the
“Rocky Habitat Web Mapping Tool” which
helped the public develop and submit the
proposals, or the TSP process itself, please visit:
www.OregonOcean.info/RockyShores

End of field reports for
March 19, 2021
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