ODFW Field Reports
Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission
February 18, 2022

East Region
Nick Myatt, Region Manager
Lostine River Coho Salmon update
In 2021, Nez Perce Tribe (NPT) fisheries staff
estimated, in-season, that 3,090 Lostine Riverorigin Coho salmon would pass Lower Granite
Dam (LGD). Final run estimates suggest about
3,145 fish passed LGD. This is the largest return
estimate for Lostine River Coho since
reintroduction efforts began in 2017.

Mule deer herd survival monitoring
This year represents the third year of Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (ODFW’s)
mule deer herd survival monitoring. This is on
top of prior efforts to document migration
corridors and movements to identify herd ranges
across eastern Oregon.

These fish contributed to what was the largest
return of Coho to the Snake Basin since Coho
were returned to the Clearwater River in 1995.
Tribal and state co-managers agreed to a harvest
share of 1,266 adult Coho split between
recreational and treaty fisheries based on return
estimates.
ODFW staff from the Grande Ronde Watershed
conducted seven days of spawning surveys on
the Wallowa, Minam, and Grande Ronde rivers
including limited surveys on select tributaries.
Surveys were conducted via kayak, raft, and on
foot.

A mule deer is released with GPS collar. Photo from Baker
Aircraft, 2022.

Over the past three years we have collared 150
adult females and 150 6-month-old fawns each
year (900 total).

Salmon ends its journey. Inflatable kayaks are used to
conduct spawning surveys. ODFW photo.

During 2019 and 2020, collaring took place
across three different herd ranges: Northern
Blues (includes Heppner, Columbia Basin, and
Fossil Wildlife Management Units (WMUs),
Upper John Day (John Day valley that includes
Murderers Creek and Northside WMUs), and
Beulah/Malheur (Beulah and Malheur River
WMUs), with 50 adult and 50 fawn collars
distributed across each herd range, respectively.
Due to some logistical constraints, we had to
alter allocation of collars this year. We
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maintained the same sample across the
Beulah/Malheur and Upper John Day herd
ranges but shifted most of the Northern Blues
collars (40 adult and 50 fawn) to the Crescent
Unit (Paulina, Fort Rock, Silver Lake WMUs).
Our overall goal is to monitor adult doe survival
and fawn recruitment in select areas of eastern
Oregon and use that data to model population
trajectories more efficiently.
Bighorn sheep collaring update
Both the Baker and Ontario Wildlife District
staff continue to work towards meeting bighorn
sheep collaring goals as part of a larger test-andremove strategy to manage Mycoplasma
ovipneumoniae, a respiratory disease that is
impacting Oregon's bighorn sheep populations.
In the Lookout Mountain herd, 115 Rocky
Mountain Bighorn sheep were caught, tested,
and collared with Very High Frequency (VHF)
and GPS collars and 33 California Bighorn sheep
in the Burnt River herd were collared and tested
as well.
Bighorn capture of the Tenmile and Rattlesnake
herds in the Malheur watershed was conducted
on January 11 and 12. A total of 38 bighorn were
sampled for disease and fitted with a collar and
released. This test and removal project is a
cooperative project between Nevada and Oregon
as these herds have some interchange between
states.
Capture crews noted that a bighorn ewe captured
from Tenmile this year had an old GPS collar
deployed in Nevada, so she was fitted with a new
collar. Oregon State University assisted with
blood work and helped with processing bighorn.
The helicopter capture crew with Baker Aircraft
did a great job of keeping everyone safe.

ODFW wildlife biologist works on a 3-year-old Rocky
Mountain bighorn ram from the Lookout Mountain unit.
ODFW photo.

West Region
Chris Kern, Interim Region Manager
Evaluating natural production potential
upstream of Applegate Dam
In early January, the Rogue Fish District STEP
biologist released adipose fin/left ventral fin
(AdLV) marked winter steelhead pre-smolts in
Carberry Creek upstream of Applegate Reservoir
and Dam. This is part of the district’s work to
evaluate restoring natural production upstream of
the dam. The hope is the fish will survive to
smolt, migrate through the reservoir and down
the water control outlet, and then head to sea.
These releases have been ongoing for the last
several years as an extension of initial releases
done a decade ago. At that time the district
marked winter steelhead smolts with left and
right ventral fin clips. One of the differently
marked groups was released into Applegate
Reservoir (above the dam) and the other below
the reservoir into the Applegate River. The group
released below the dam survived at a greater rate.
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However, fish released above the dam returned
as half-pounders at Huntley Park and as adults to
Applegate Trap at the base of the dam. This was
encouraging especially because these fish not
only had to find their way out of the dam and
survive through it, but they were also subjected
to the reservoir trout fishery.
The fish being released these last few years are
smaller sized than those released 10 years ago.
The smaller sized fish will rely on natural growth
to reach smolt stage and more closely represent
the size of naturally produced fish should the
district attempt to reintroduce wild steelhead
above Applegate Reservoir.
It is hoped these fish will outmigrate and return
as half-pounders in two years at Huntley Park.
Adults would return in another two years at the
Applegate trap. This project will be conducted
over several years.

STEP volunteers helped the Rogue fish district with this
project.

Urban turkey issues
Corvallis wildlife staff continue to work on
nuisance wild turkey issues in Dallas through
trapping and educating residents.
Staff worked with I&E to design a template for
an educational turkey notice. The notice was
distributed to residents in a Dallas neighborhood
that historically has the most complaints of
turkey damage and nuisance issues. It reminds
residents that it is not wise or legal to feed
turkeys in town and gives recommendations for
how to haze turkeys after getting a permit from
ODFW. The template is customizable for each
municipality in the district.

Marked winter steelhead pre-smolts were released into
Carberry Creek upstream of the Applegate Reservoir in
early January.
A group of unwelcome turkeys enjoy the backyard of a
home in Dallas. Colton Beisley photo.

Dallas Police Department (PD) has been using
kill permits in this area of chronic damage issues
for a number of years. Dallas PD was
appreciative of the coordination and extra help
that we can offer this year. Turkey meat was
successfully donated to a gleaner group in Sweet
Home just in time for the holidays. Through
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mid-January, 22 turkeys were captured in Dallas
and trapping efforts will continue through
February or March.

Urban turkeys have been an issue for some Dallas
neighbors for years. Colton Beisley photo.

Territorial youth hunt update
The southwest coordinator for the Access &
Habitat (A&H) program is processing the final
contract payment for the Territorial Youth deer
hunt for 2019-2021. The A&H hunt is supported
with funding from ODFW and the Oregon
Hunters Association’s Umpqua and Emerald
Valley chapters.

Youth hunters who get a Territorial hunt have exclusive
access to Guistina Resources land for a weekend of deer
hunting.

This unique opportunity for youth deer hunters
has been ongoing each weekend in November
since 2009. Each year, 10 to 13 young hunters
who draw a 620T2 tag have the chance for a
weekend of exclusive access to 3,977 acres of
Guistina Resources land (and 500 acres of
Seneca Jones land) in the Coast Range’s Siuslaw
Wildlife Management Unit. The hunt has a fairly
high success rate, and many young hunters are
rewarded with a mature black-tailed buck.
Giustina Resources would like to continue the
project with another three-year agreement
through 2024. The company is also asking to add
two additional bull hunts for two of the youth tag
holders while maintaining the current funding
level. If the A&H Board and the Commission
approve this project, the lucky elk hunt winners
will have two additional days to try to bag a bull
elk during the General Western Oregon Coast
Elk 1st season.

Since 2009, 10-13 lucky youth hunters have had high
success rate with Territorial youth hunt.

More land opened on Santiam State
Forest
The Oregon Department of Forest opened up
about 4,000 additional acres of the Santiam State
Forest in the Niagara/Rocky Top area which was
heavily burned in 2020. Now most of the
Santiam State Forest within the South
Willamette Watershed District is open for public
access. As of mid-January, deer signs were seen
in the logged area, although there is not much

OREGON FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION FIELD REPORTS

green up evident yet. A good portion of land
within the North Willamette Watershed District
still remains closed.

Deer sign was observed in logged portions of the Santiam
State Forest in January.

seasons by going online and purchasing a
license. This approach accomplished two goals –
increasing awareness of fishing and hunting
licenses as potential gifts and encouraging
license sales early in the license year.
Radio ads aired on five stations and generated
2,020,800 impressions (an indicator of how many
times the ad was potentially heard or viewed.) In
addition, targeted digital ads and mobile
advertising generated 283,000 impressions. The
ads resulted in follow up action with 577 clickthroughs to visit the Electronic License System
(ELS), presumably to purchase a license. Google
Ads, which show up when a person searched for
information related to buying a license or fishing
or hunting, generated 1,949 impressions, and 302
visits to ELS.
The campaign budget was $10,000 and resulted
in a total of 879 visits to ELS. We are unable at
this time to determine exactly what licenses were
purchased as a result of this campaign. However,
if every click resulted in the sale of an annual
resident fishing license, the campaign generated
nearly $40,000 in license sales.
Oregon State Police
Captain Casey Thomas, Fish & Wildlife
Division

The Oregon Department of Forestry reopened about 4,000
acres of the Santiam State Forest to public access.

Information and Education
Roger Fuhrman, Information and Education
Administrator
Holiday gift giving
“Give the gift of the outdoors” was the message
from ODFW in December. An advertising
campaign encouraged people to put an Oregon
fishing or hunting license on their Christmas
shopping list.

A Fish and Wildlife Division Sergeant and
Trooper were participating in a weekend
saturation patrol of Harney/Lake Counties for
spot lighters. The Southwest Region OSP pilot
identified a vehicle actively casting light at the
north end of Warner Valley. The vehicle was
located by the ground team, who was able to
observe casting while they made a stealth
approach. The vehicle was stopped and both
occupants were determined to be actively
hunting for bobcat from the moving vehicle.
Citations were issued to both.

The campaign included a mix of radio
advertising and online and digital ads promoting
fishing and hunting licenses as gifts. After
Christmas, the messaging shifted to encouraging
people to get a head start on fishing and hunting
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Proceeds from this program will be used to
benefit conservation of Oregon’s native species
and habitats. Entries will be accepted between
August 26, and 5 p.m. on September 30th, 2022,
at ODFW headquarters. Contest details can be
found here:
https://www.dfw.state.or.us/stamp_contest/index
.asp

Still shot from an OSP video of spot lighter.

OSP Fish and Wildlife Division Troopers
conducted a joint boat patrol on the Columbia
River with the Washington Department of Fish
and Wildlife. The patrol was focused on anglers
within The Dalles pool, resulting in the
following activities: 59 angler checks, 1 tribal
fisheries check, 7 legal sized sturgeon checked,
19 marine board boat checks and 2 marine board
warnings were issued. No angling violations
were observed during the patrol.

A long-billed curlew painted by Kathy Peckham, won the
2022 contest in the Habitat Conservation Stamp Art
Contest.

The annual art contest also includes the
Waterfowl and Upland Game Bird Stamp
Contests. For 2023, waterfowl art entries must
feature the greater scaup in its natural habitat
setting and for upland game bird, artists must
feature the mountain quail in its natural habitat
setting.
Call before you haul, Aquatic invasive
species program gets toll-free number
A multi-state effort to better facilitate and
expedite the inspection of watercraft entering
Oregon and other western states was launched by
the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission
at the start of the new year.
Fish and Wildlife Trooper measuring a sturgeon

Conservation Program
Andrea Hanson, Oregon Conservation Strategy
Coordinator
Habitat art contest for 2023
The annual art contest to select the artwork that
will be featured on the 2023 Habitat
Conservation Stamp and other promotional
materials (e.g., art prints) is now open to artists.

By calling, 1-844-311-4873, vessel owners and
transporters can proactively arrange for an
invasive species inspection which can save time
and money.
Link to news release:
https://www.dfw.state.or.us/news/2022/01_Jan/0
11122b.asp
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Department has been active putting these funds
to work since the bill passed in June 2021.
One direct appropriation to the Department
augments the shellfish assessment and mapping
team, which will be working in Tillamook Bay
over the next two years. As one of the state’s
largest bays, Tillamook Bay has incredible
shellfish, salmonid and other wildlife resources.
It is also one of the state’s most important oyster
aquaculture areas. Information from the
assessment will be directly tied to stakeholderdriven management changes planned over the
next several years.

Infographic by PSMFC

Marine Resources Program
Caren Braby, Marine Resources Program
Manager
Oregon’s ocean provides so much to our
collective way-of-life, including inspiration,
seafood, recreation and economic well-being.
Yet this resource is showing signs of change and
function in terms of climate, where species live
and productivity. Of particular note is ocean
acidification and hypoxia (OAH), which together
threaten oysters, clams, crabs and other
important species. Recognizing this, the
Commission adopted the ODFW Climate and
Ocean Change Policy (2020), leading the
nation’s fish and wildlife agencies in
acknowledging and meeting the challenges that
face us. The Oregon Legislature has also taken
steps to prepare us for a more resilient future,
including standing up the Oregon Ocean
Acidification and Hypoxia Council (Co-Chaired
by the Department), and more recently passing
the investment bill HB 3114.
Charged with making recommendations to the
state, the OAH Council outlined science,
monitoring and communication priorities in the
2019-2025 OAH Action Plan. Several priorities
within this plan were funded by HB 3114 and the

In addition, the Department is assisting the
Oregon Ocean Science Trust run the competitive
grant program outlined in HB 3114, with awards
now being finalized and announced for seven
projects in three areas: Monitoring,
Research/Management, and Communications.
These projects will be at work from 2022
through 2024 and will fill critical research data
gaps, launch long-term monitoring sites, and
build the communications strategies needed for
adapting to, and mitigating for the effects of a
changing ocean environment. Overall, these
investments will be a critical component of the
long-term investments we need to make to build
Oregon’s resilience to climate and ocean change.
For more information about the OAH Council:
oregonocean.info
For more information about the competitive
grants: oostoahrfp.com
Diversity & Inclusion Committee
Shannon Hurn, Deputy Director and D&I
Committee Chair
New state law to protect against bias
crimes in the outdoors
Last year, the Oregon State Legislature at
Governor Kate Brown’s request passed Senate
Bill 289 into law. This new state law prohibits a
person who is convicted of a bias crime
committed while on state waters or publicly
owned outdoor recreation land from entering an
area under jurisdiction of State Parks and
Recreation Department. It also directs the State
Marine Board to revoke certain privileges from a
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person convicted of bias crime committed while
on state waters or publicly owned outdoor
recreation land and adds bias crime conviction to
circumstances in which a court may order the
Fish and Wildlife Commission to revoke
licenses, tags and permits.
The intention behind SB 289 is to deter people
from acts of hate perpetrated against their fellow
outdoor enthusiasts. It was designed to protect
and encourage Oregonians of color, members of
the LGBTQ+ community (Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, Questioning,
Intersex, Allies, Asexual and Pansexual) and
others to feel safe while recreating in Oregon.

An incident in Troutdale, Ore., in May 2021
prompted the legislation when two men were
violently attacked. Lawmakers during a
committee hearing on the bill, heard testimony
from dozens of Oregonians who were targeted
while in the outdoors and either harassed or
assaulted.
The bill also directs the Office of Governor, in
consultation with Racial Justice Council's
Environmental Equity Committee, to study laws
related to environment and provide results to the
Legislature no later than September 15, 2022.
End of field reports for
February 18, 2022
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