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2024-2025 Sport Fishing Regulations
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Mike Gauvin - Recreational Fisheries Program Manager
John Seabourne - Fish Division Operations Manager

Commission Rulemaking - August 2023

Public Involvement Process

2

Solicited input through email, phone calls, and local meetings

Posted proposed changes to ODFW Recreation Report 
website 

Posted Commission materials to ODFW website prior to the 
Commission meeting 

Provided opportunity for public comment at the Commission 
meeting
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Issue 1: OAR Restructuring
• Over the last ten years temporary rules went from 

an average of 75/yr to over 150/yr
• Majority Columbia River but more district rules in 

current years
• Shared rules have overlapping end dates

• Requires refile
• Additional scrutiny to ensure no errors

• No public impact
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OAR Restructuring
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Issue 2:
Sport Fishing Regulations

• Oregon Administrative Rules
• Approval of Sport Fishing Regulations on a biennial basis
• Change all references in OAR’s concerning “2023” Sport 

Fishing Regulations to refer to the “current annual” Sport 
Fishing Regulations (Attachment 3)
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Sport Fishing Regulations
• Guidelines for proposals

• Conservation needs
• Housekeeping, simplification and error corrections
• Inadvertent restrictions
• Regulation changes directed by plan adoption
• New or expanded angling opportunities
• Consideration of climate change impacts

• 32 proposed changes
• Proposed rule language (Attachment 4)
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Northwest Zone
• Skipanon River

• Open all year for hatchery Chinook salmon and hatchery coho salmon
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Southwest Zone  
• Umpqua River

• From Scottsburg Bridge to River Forks Boat Ramp
• Jun 1 – Sep 30

• Angling is closed within 200 feet from all portions of a tributary's mouth
• Angling is closed 200 feet upstream in any open tributary from the mouth
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Willamette Zone

13

• Willamina Creek
• Below the Falls

• Open all year for trout
• Harvest allowed May 22 - Oct 31 remainder of year 

catch-and-release only

• Lower Falls to Upper Falls
• Open for trout May 22 - Oct 31

• Above the Falls
• Open all year for trout
• Harvest allowed May 22 - Oct 31 remainder of year 

catch-and-release only
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Central Zone
• Crescent Lake
• East Lake
• Paulina Lake

• 5 kokanee per day in 
addition to trout bag limit
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Central Zone
• Hood River (mainstem) and Tributaries

• Open for hatchery spring Chinook salmon Apr 15 - Jun 30
• 1 adult hatchery spring Chinook salmon per day
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Northeast Zone
• Grand Ronde River – Stateline to Clark Creek Road

• Open for coho salmon, Sep 1 - Nov 30
• 2 adult coho salmon per day
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Southeast Zone
• Klamath River

• 1 rainbow trout per day, 12” minimum – 15” maximum  
• Closed from Hwy 66 bridge to Keno Dam Jun 16 – Sep 30
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Southeast Zone
• Klamath Lake

• Closed to all angling in Hagelstein Park
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Snake Zone
• Snake River

• Open for hatchery Chinook salmon Apr 22 - Aug 17
• Dug Bar Boat Ramp to Hells Canyon Dam
• 4 hatchery Chinook salmon per day
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Marine Zone
• Updated maps 

and new locations 
for Marine 
Protected Areas
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Other Changes
• Northwest and Southwest Zones

• Remove references to wild chinook salmon aggregate bag limits
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Staff Recommendation

• Accept staff recommended proposal to adopt the OAR 
revisions as shown in Attachment 3

• Accept staff recommended proposals as shown in 
Attachment 4

• Authorize staff to update necessary calendar dates, 
make formatting changes to correct spelling or 
grammar errors, and to address inadvertent 
inconsistencies to improve readability
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Questions?
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Draft Motion
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I move to amend OAR Chapter 635 Divisions 011, 
013, 014, 016, 017, 018, 019, 021, 023, 024, and 039 
as proposed by staff in Attachment 3, and I move to 
adopt modifications to regulations proposed by staff as 
described in Attachment 4. I also authorize staff to 
update necessary calendar dates and make formatting 
changes, to correct spelling or grammar errors, and to 
address inadvertent inconsistencies to improve 
readability.

EFFECTIVE DATE: January 1, 2024

29


