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East Region 

Nick Myatt, Region Manager 

 

Klamath River dam removal underway 
The deconstruction of Copco No. 2, the smallest 

of the four hydroelectric dams being removed 

from the Klamath River, is well underway. 

Crews removed the gates, walkway, and two of 

the five bays down to the spillway. The 

remaining bays will direct waters around the 

dam, rather than over it, to allow construction 

activities during the summer months. We expect 

full deconstruction to conclude this fall. 

 

 
Photo of dam removal operations by Shane Anderson, 
Swiftwater Films. 

 

The other three dams, Iron Gate, Copco No. 1, 

and JC Boyle are expected to be removed next 

year, beginning with the drawdown of the 

reservoirs in January of 2024. Their incremental 

deconstruction will continue throughout the year, 

with construction activities expected to conclude 

sometime in late 2024. 

 

Klamath office upgrade 
The Klamath Watershed District’s office located 

on the Klamath Wildlife Area is undergoing 

significant additions and renovations. The 

original office footprint was designed to 

accommodate four to seven employees but 

currently houses 10 full-time and three seasonal 

employees, volunteers, and research groups.  

 

 
Early stages of construction on the new office building at 
Klamath office June 2023. ODFW photo. 
 

The existing office does not have meeting room 

space or private offices for managers to have 

sensitive conversations. The new space will more 

than double the current square footage and will 

have a public entrance to better serve customers 

and keep staff secure. There will also be a 

classroom space for hunter education classes. 

 

 
New office space under construction at Klamath office, 
June 2023. ODFW photo. 
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Construction of a new office and meeting space 

as well as renovations to existing office space 

was funded by a combination of Wildlife 

Restoration Program funds, hunting and fishing 

license funds, and general funds.  

 

Summer Lake Wildlife Area habitat 
restoration and shorebirds 

Staff at Summer Lake accomplished some major 

habitat restoration on the Gold Dike 

Impoundment from 2019 to 2021. This included 

keeping the unit dry for a couple of years and 

implementing ground disturbance that included 

burning, mowing, and disking of tall emergents. 

Crews reflooded the unit in the fall of 2021 and 

the following summer, they noticed large 

numbers of White-faced ibis and Franklin’s 

Gulls, which had started a nesting colony in the 

Gold Dike Impoundment. This coincided with 

the drought and drying up of areas such as Lower 

Klamath and Tule lakes. 

 

 

   
A White-faced ibis is fitted with a tracking device and 
banded, June 2023. ODFW photo. 

 

During the spring and summer of 2023, 

shorebirds showed up again and nested in what 

may be larger numbers with estimates in the 

thousands. Staff worked at night to capture a 

sample of White-faced ibis using nets and 

spotlighting from canoes. The captured birds 

were then taken back to shore, banded, and fitted 

with GSM/GPS backpacks to track movements 

and released as soon as possible. 

 

  
A member of the capture crew steadies a canoe during 
nighttime operations at Summer Lake Wildlife Area, June 
2023. ODFW photo. 

 

Five American Avocets were also captured 

during the day using bailey-style bird traps and 

one at night from the canoe using spotlights.  

 

 
An American avocet is fitted with a tracking device, June 
2023. ODFW photo. 

 

West Region 

Chris Kern, Region Manager 

 

Free Fishing Weekend Highlight 
Several events were hosted by ODFW staff 

across several districts for Free Fishing Weekend 

June 3-4. The event held at Alton Baker Park 

(Middle Fork Willamette) in Eugene was well 

attended and participants enjoyed great weather. 

A track team from China that was in town for a 

competition at Hayward Field ran past the event 

and later returned to catch fish. Fish were caught 

and memories were made. 
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Western toad discovered in McMinnville 
The Yamhill Soil and Water Conservation 

District reported finding an unusual looking 

string-like egg mass at one of their conservation 

properties near McMinnville. Photos were 

provided to ODFW Conservation Program staff, 

and the egg masses were verified as Western 

toad, which is a significant discovery for the 

area. Conservation Program staff is unaware of 

any recent confirmed observations of this species 

in this part of the Willamette Valley. The 

observation was entered into ODFW’s 

Survey123 wildlife observation project.  

 

 
Western toad egg mass (left), adult western toad (right) 

 

Grass carp stocked in Devil’s Lake 
The Devils Lake Water Improvement District 

(DLWID) stocked 5,000 grass carp into Devils 

Lake on June 7 to help control the growth of 

invasive aquatic weeds. ODFW staff 

recommended approving biological control with 

sterile grass carp as an appropriate tool to aid in 

invasive aquatic weed control with minimal risk 

to native species. The DLWID manager is 

working on developing signage for boat ramps to 

inform the public about preventing the spread of 

invasive aquatic species and information about 

grass carp. 

 

Indigo Pack update 
The Umpqua Wildlife District began getting 

reports of two wolves from the Indigo Pack 

showing no fear of humans and not reacting to 

noises, vehicles, or traffic. The district received 

footage from a graduate student and an OSP 

officer from the same area. Some social media 

posts showing this behavior began circulating.  

 

Biologists believe the lack of wariness is likely 

from being fed by people and having minimal to 

no negative interactions with people. 

 

A coordinated interagency effort to get 

messaging to the public recreating or working in 

this area began. The group included district and 

outreach staff, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

(USFWS), and the Umpqua National Forest. The 

agencies also began to plan for potential hazing 

efforts to increase wariness in these wolves.  

 

Signs alerting people that wolves were in the 

area and including safety tips were posted in 

campgrounds and visible road junctures. Talking 

points explained the lack of wariness the wolves 

displayed, gave safety tips, and included wolf 

web page resources and the wolf sighting report 

web page, and were provided to partners.  

 

One of these wolves was a collared two-year-old 

male, OR-125, that had dispersed from the 

Indigo Pack. It was occasionally seen with an 

often-sighted yearling wolf, born in 2022. On 

May 18, the yearling was trapped and collared 

and was designated as OR-143. 

 

On June 11, a woman saw OR-143 along a 

roadway. She filmed it trotting past her car on 

the side of the road and posted the video online. 

On June 13, OR-143 was struck and killed on a 

roadway in the same area. 

 

On June 24, OSP informed staff that campers 

had reported seeing a collared wolf (OR-125) 

showing no fear near their dispersed campsite 

along a roadway. USDA Wildlife Services and 

the USFWS arrived later that day and located 

OR-125. They were able to get fairly close to the 

wolf in an attempt to haze it; however, dense 

vegetation prevented them from seeing it. The 

wolf kept its distance from them and eventually 

left the area.  
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Native fish salvage 
The Rogue fish district and STEP volunteers 

salvaged about 280 juvenile steelhead and 20 

juvenile coho, plus a handful of speckled dace in 

Murphy Creek below a culvert. Thankfully, for a 

second year in a row no non-indigenous 

pikeminnow or non-native shiners were observed 

in the salvage.  

 

Murphy Creek is one of many in the basin where 

STEP volunteers annually salvage native fish in 

streams that go dry or partially dry in summer, or 

that have culverts that do not meet fish passage 

at all flows. In such creeks, as juvenile salmon 

and steelhead try to move upstream to cooler 

water, they get stopped at a perched culvert. 

Flow continues to drop until pools become 

isolated and fish are trapped. Murphy Creek is 

one such site where a quick salvage can save a 

few hundred native fish and relocate them into 

nearby streams with flowing water. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Information and Education 
Roger Fuhrman, Information and Education 

Administrator 

 
Go Fish! 
Oregonians love to get outdoors in the summer 

to recreate and enjoy the warm, sunny weather. 

And we’re fortunate to have many outdoor 

recreation options. With that in mind, an ODFW 

outreach campaign was designed to encourage 

Oregonians to add fishing to their outdoor plans 

and targeted outdoor recreationists via digital, 

print and broadcast media.  

 

Online content highlights multiple ways to 

include fishing when camping, hiking, boating, 

at the beach or in the mountains. Radio 

advertising emphasizes fishing as a great family 

activity. Targeted emails and several articles in 

the monthly Messenger focused on topics like 

high lakes fishing, how to get started fishing, the 

trout stocking schedule, and other online 

resources for new and returning anglers. Travel 

Oregon also promoted hike in fishing 

opportunities in its online and printed 

publications.  

 

Fishing wasn’t the only focus. The outreach 

campaign also promoted other opportunities like 

clamming and getting ready for hunting season 

by enrolling in an ODFW workshop or learning 

how to use a trail camera for scouting or wildlife 

viewing. 

 

 

 

https://myodfw.com/articles/4-12-ways-take-rod-you-weekend
https://myodfw.com/articles/4-12-ways-take-rod-you-weekend
https://myodfw.com/articles/fishing-oregons-hike-lakes
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/trip-ideas/favorite-trips/first-timers-guide-to-fishing-in-oregon/
https://myodfw.com/fishing/species/trout/stocking-schedule
https://myodfw.com/articles/start-fishing
https://myodfw.com/articles/start-fishing
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/destinations/lakes-reservoirs/3-perfect-oregon-mountain-lakes-for-fishing-and-hiking/
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/destinations/lakes-reservoirs/3-perfect-oregon-mountain-lakes-for-fishing-and-hiking/
https://myodfw.com/articles/where-bay-clam-oregon
https://myodfw.com/workshops-and-events
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sU61sv3ibeI


OREGON FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION FIELD REPORTS 

A targeted email to the conservation community 

featured links to articles on how to get started 

birdwatching and a video on the installation of a 

Motus Tower to help track wildlife migration. 

 

In total, the ODFW outreach campaign led to at 

least 12,292 visits to the Electronic License 

System. If each ELS visit ended with the sale of 

an annual resident fishing license, the campaign 

generated more than $540,000 in license sales. 

The real benefit of the campaign though was 

encouraging Oregonians to get out and enjoy 

spring and summer in Oregon.  

 

Oregon State Police 
Captain Casey Thomas, Fish & Wildlife 

Division 

 

 
Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife Division patrolling the 

Umpqua River 

A Fish and Wildlife Trooper and Sergeant 

conducted a drift boat patrol on the Main 

Umpqua checking shad and bass anglers. 14 

anglers were checked, and one bank angler was 

issued a citation for No Angling License. Five 

Boat Examinations were performed, resulting in 

one warning.  

 
Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife Division on patrol in 
Eastern Oregon 

A Fish and Wildlife Trooper and Sergeant 

conducted an ATV patrol from Succor Creek 

through Leslie Gulch to the Owyhee Reservoir. 

Approximately 15 anglers and two ATVs were 

checked during the patrol, which resulted in 

eight Citations being issued for the following 

Violations: No Non-Resident Angling License, 

No Two Rod Validation, and No ATV Permit. 

Several Warnings were issued for Aiding 

Counseling in a Wildlife Offense, No ATV 

Permit and Failure of All Terrain Vehicle 

Operator to Wear Helmet.  

 

 
Trout unlawfully possessed by subjects without angling 

licenses.6 

https://myodfw.com/articles/10-tips-beginning-birders
https://myodfw.com/articles/10-tips-beginning-birders
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ktpi4XFJtYU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ktpi4XFJtYU
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A Fish and Wildlife Trooper observed two 

anglers catching trout on Detroit Lake. When the 

anglers were contacted, they could not produce 

angling licenses. Nine large trout were observed 

inside their cooler and after an ODFW license 

check, both anglers were determined to be 

fishing without licenses. The nine trout were 

seized as evidence and the two anglers were 

cited for No Resident Angling Licenses and 

Take/Possession of Game Fish – Trout.  

 

Conservation Program 
Emily VanWyk, Acting Oregon Conservation 

Strategy Coordinator  

 

Aquatic Invasive Species update 
The AIS Program currently has five watercraft 

inspection stations open: Ashland, Brookings, 

Klamath Falls, Ontario and Umatilla. 

 

 
Staff conduct a watercraft inspection and decontamination. 
ODFW photo. 

 

The stations have inspected 6,550 watercrafts so 

far this year and intercepted eight watercrafts 

with either quagga or zebra mussels and 132 

watercrafts with other types of bio-fouling such 

as Eurasian watermilfoils. 

 

 
Watercraft from Lake Havasu, Ariz., Lake Mead and Lake 
Powell, Nevada, were found with quagga mussels during a 
watercraft inspection. ODFW photo. 

 

Coastal marten update 
From June through August 2023, ODFW 

biologists and partners (Department of Forestry, 

OSU’s Institute of Natural Resources, 

California’s Department of Fish and Wildlife, 

and others) have expanded research efforts on 

the coastal subspecies of pacific marten 

(Humboldt or coastal marten) in southwestern 

Oregon. The agency was awarded a grant last 

year for this research. 

 

A coastal marten is photographed by ODFW staff near the 
Oregon coast, Coos County. 

 

The goal of the project, promoting transboundary 

recovery of coastal marten, is to document 

marten distribution in forested habitats within the 

Coast Range and Klamath Mountains 

ecoregions. Staff are using trail cameras to detect 

martens in areas that have had little survey effort 

to date, share habitat characteristics with areas 

where marten populations have been recently 

detected, and could highlight important potential 

connectivity options if marten are detected.  

 

https://myodfw.com/articles/waterway-access-and-aquatic-invasive-species-permits
https://www.dfw.state.or.us/news/2021/10_Oct/102821.asp
https://www.dfw.state.or.us/news/2021/10_Oct/102821.asp
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This camera survey effort will inform additional 

hair snare surveys this fall. Hair snares are used 

to collect genetic samples in a non-invasive 

manner. Genetic samples are processed to 

identify the number of individual animals 

encountered at each sampling location. Animal 

capture data can then be used to model density, 

abundance, and distribution of coastal martens 

within the study area.  

 

This project will gather valuable information on 

marten, a federally-threatened Oregon 

Conservation Strategy species, which can be 

used by wildlife managers to make management 

decisions and recommendations supported by 

data to conserve and protect these species and 

their habitats. 

 

Marine Resources Program 

Justin Ainsworth, Acting Program Manager 
 

Marine Reserves Program launched 

groundbreaking study 

The Marine Reserves Program launched a 

groundbreaking study attempting to put a dollar 

figure on how Oregonians feel about the five 

marine reserves.  

 

This Subjective Well-Being Study will be the 

first to capture the reserves’ benefits beyond 

traditional economic values like impacts on 

tourism and fishing. The study’s results will 

reflect something akin to some nations’ 

“National Happiness Index,” which are measures 

of the collective happiness and well-being of a 

country’s population. It seeks to assign dollar 

values to concepts like knowing the reserves 

provide biodiversity conservation and research 

opportunities and will help create a better idea of 

how Oregonians value the reserves. 

 

Oregon Field Guide  
In May, an Oregon Field Guide producer and 

videographer visited MRP headquarters to film 

an episode on green crab. The episode is 

expected to air this fall on Oregon Public 

Broadcasting.  

 

 

 

Shellfish Program staff captured green crabs in a 

variety of sizes and colors to clearly show color 

cannot be used to identify crab. Dungeness and 

other native crab often are mistaken for green 

crab. Captured Dungeness also helped illustrate 

why counting spines is the best way to identify 

green (five spine) crab.  

 

The episode will also include what to do with 

caught green crab, green crab trapping and 

monitoring, actions taken by ODFW and the 

Oregon Invasive Species Council, development 

of the North American Green Crab Management 

Plan, outreach to Oregonians, and precautionary 

lessons learned from neighboring states on the 

scale and cost required for control.  

 

 
OPB Field Guide team interviews Shellfish Program Leader 
Steve Rumrill. 
 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oregonconservationstrategy.org%2Fstrategy-species%2Fpacific-marten%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAdam.C.BAYLOR%40odfw.oregon.gov%7C891632fc9f264873945e08db7c15cb73%7Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%7C0%7C0%7C638240205273674230%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IbrUPRCTrKxdM69njbyvbfKfXBDUA6Mk6Djt%2BpqbYps%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oregonconservationstrategy.org%2Fstrategy-species%2Fpacific-marten%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAdam.C.BAYLOR%40odfw.oregon.gov%7C891632fc9f264873945e08db7c15cb73%7Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%7C0%7C0%7C638240205273674230%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IbrUPRCTrKxdM69njbyvbfKfXBDUA6Mk6Djt%2BpqbYps%3D&reserved=0
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Summer Henricksen shows color differences in two green 
crab trapped by Derek Wilson.  

 

Bay clam surveys 
ODFW’s SEACOR (Shellfish and Estuarine 

Assessment of Coastal Oregon) Program 

recently wrapped up contracted SCUBA subtidal 

surveys in Tillamook Bay. The surveys help 

determine the biomass of bay clams which is 

needed to establish new annual landing limits for 

the commercial bay clam dive fishery. This is 

important to guide management decisions for the 

broader combination of commercial and 

recreational bay clam fisheries in Tillamook Bay. 

 

Revolutionary app streamlines 
commercial fishery data collection 
Marine Resources Program and the Application 

Development Team recently created and 

deployed a mobile data entry system with 

contemporary voice recognition technology. This 

new application will increase efficiency and 

accuracy of commercial fishery biological data 

collection at Oregon ports. Currently, biological 

data from fish landed by commercial fisheries 

are collected by port biologists and entered by 

hand into an agency database.  

 

 

The new application was designed to 

accommodate sampling of both dead fish, by far 

the most common, and live fish, by far the most 

challenging. The mode for data entry is flexible; 

when environmental conditions are noisy 

(tourists, forklifts, and seagulls), the mode is 

easily switched from voice to keypad and stylus.  

 

Sophisticated data validations with audible 

feedback are built into the application to increase 

quality assurance, and all data are securely stored 

on the tablet device while in the field. When 

back in the office, the data are automatically 

uploaded to the existing agency database housed 

in Salem. 

 

Field trials have begun, and we expect that the 

voice recognition capabilities, flexibility in data 

entry modes, real-time data quality control, and 

automated upload to ODFW’s database will 

allow data to be acquired more quickly and 

accurately. Many thanks to the Information 

Systems Division’s Application Developers for 

their focus and commitment to the project. 

 

 
New app makes port sampling information more accurate 
and efficient. 

 

Federal stock assessments for several 
groundfish species 
Marine Program staff are involved in several 

federal groundfish stock assessments. Over the 

winter and into the spring, Technical and Data 

Services staff coordinated with the stock 

assessors to provide the most accurate and up to 

date data from Oregon commercial and 

recreational fisheries and research projects. 

Research Program and Marine Fisheries 

Management Section staff are serving on the 
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stock assessment teams which combine the data 

and run the models. Additional Marine Fisheries 

Management Section staff are part of the Pacific 

Fishery Management Council’s (PFMC) Stock 

Assessment Review (STAR) Panel which 

thoroughly reviews the data incorporated into the 

models, the models themselves and assumptions 

and results. 

 

Early in the fall, ODFW’s PFMC Scientific and 

Statistical Committee member, a position jointly 

funded by ODFW and OSU, will help review 

and approve the assessments. Then the PFMC, 

including ODFW’s designee, will approve and 

adopt the assessment results for use in fisheries 

management.  

 

The results of the assessments will be used to set 

harvest levels for the next ten years, or until the 

next assessment. Being involved in all steps 

helps ensure that Oregon data is being used 

correctly, that the assessment results are based 

on the best available science, and that staff can 

then explain the results to recreational anglers 

and commercial fishery participants, associated 

businesses, and policy makers. 

 

Assessments being conducted this summer 

include black rockfish, canary rockfish, Dover 

sole, rex sole, shortspine thornyhead, and petrale 

sole. All these species are important components 

of Oregon recreational and commercial fisheries. 

 

For the black rockfish assessment, ODFW’s 

2021 nearshore survey is included as a key new 

index to help inform overall abundance. That 

survey combined acoustic, video, and fishing 

methods to try to get better information on the 

total abundance of black rockfish. 

 

This data and information would not be available 

if it weren’t for ODFW’s Port Biologists who 

sample commercial fisheries up and down the 

coast, and all the samplers (“fish checkers”) who 

work for ODFW’s Ocean Recreational Boat 

Survey (ORBS). These staff collect the fishing 

and biological information on what was caught 

which is the main fishery dependent data that 

informs assessments. 

 

 
The 2021 black rockfish survey is playing a key role in 
assessing black rockfish. 

 

 
Canary rockfish is one of several important recreational 
and commercial fish species being assessed this year. 
Lynn Mattes photo. 

 

Cutting edge research from the Marine 
Fisheries Research Program 
Once again, the Marine Fisheries Research 

Program is on the cutting edge of marine 

fisheries research. Recently researchers tagged 

19 yelloweye rockfish, a Nearshore Strategy 

Species, inside the Stonewall Bank Yelloweye 

Rockfish Conservation Area. The fish were 

outfitted with both acoustic and satellite tags to 

track their movements.  

 

Researchers tagged male and female yelloweye 

rockfish of various sizes, all over 18 inches, with 

about half having satellite tags programmed for 

200 days of data collection and half with 300 

days. To date, three tags popped off, floated to 

the surface, and began transmitting their data: 

one tag is from an assumed mortality, one from a 

fish that moved to Heceta Banks before losing its 

tag, and the last moved south to a popular fishing 

spot known as the Ranch.  
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Because satellite tags must be near the surface to 

transmit their data, typically these tags are used 

on species that remain near the surface or are 

likely to come to the surface via a fishery 

interaction. This is one of the first studies using 

satellite tags on species that stay near the bottom 

and is in an area closed to bottom fishing. These 

data will be compared with long-term acoustic 

tag data gathered from three previous tagging 

studies at Stonewall Bank. Those studies 

indicated that some yelloweye rockfish may 

leave Stonewall Bank in early summer and return 

in fall. Knowing where these fish travel to, and 

which habitats they use throughout the year may 

have fishery management implications.  

 

The Oregon State University’s Big Fish Lab has 

been an instrumental partner in this project, 

sharing tagging knowledge with our staff. Tags 

were purchased with a federal grant from the 

Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission.  

 

 

 
Researchers practice tagging on a yelloweye rockfish 
turned over to Oregon State Police. 
 

 
At sea, Matt Blume and Kelly Lawrence work quickly to 
outfit a yelloweye rockfish with satellite and acoustic tags 
while Leif Rasmuson holds the fish in place. Sea water is 
pumped through the fish’s gills during tagging. 

 

 

End of field reports for  

August 4, 2023 

 
 


