     OCRF MESSAGING 5-2-2025

OVERVIEW

The following document provides language on how to clearly communicate about OCRF and utilizes all feedback provided YTD. In all materials, it’s essential that we first communicate who OCRF is and what it does due to our audience’s lack of familiarity with the program. Our objective is to evoke action and make our story as simple as possible, as our audience is unlikely to understand nuance at first touch. 

As you review, focus on the overall message conveyed rather than individual words, as it will inherently need to be tailored for specific uses in the future. The team has also previously aligned on:
· Retiring the use of “biodiversity” as some may not understand
· Using “projects” instead of “initiatives” for clarity
· Using “fish and wildlife” to communicate what OCRF supports rather than “nongame species” or similar verbiage, to keep language succinct and tie back to ODFW’s mission
· Focusing our message about nongame funding on this phrase: “Oregon’s budget does not include funding to protect nongame species.”

Below you will find: 
· Elevator Pitch – a verbal message to succinctly share what OCRF is and does. 
· Audience-specific Taglines – these will be the primary taglines used in marketing materials, customized for each audience. Focus your review on these items, as they will be used the most frequently. 
· Audience Messaging – the one thing we want each of our audiences to remember, and the best supporting evidence to build on that message. Focus your review on these items, as they will be used the most frequently.
[bookmark: _Hlk195263091]


ELEVATOR PITCH
[bookmark: _Hlk195263225]A single, succinct message to communicate what OCRF is and does. Intended primarily for verbal usage. Think of this as something you’d share when you meet someone completely unfamiliar with OCRF, and who you will not have time to dive into details with. For example, when you run into a legislator or meet someone at an industry event.


OCRF is ODFW’s unique grant program that advances the protection of the state’s fish and wildlife and preserves the continued enjoyment of Oregon’s outdoors, while leaving a lasting legacy for future generations. 



AUDIENCE TAGLINES & MESSAGING
The #1 message we want each audience to remember, and the best supporting evidence to drive home this one message (stats, data or anecdotes). To ensure usability, we recommend keeping supporting messages to 3-6 maximum. These will be used both verbally and in marketing materials targeted to each audience.

	
APPLICANTS

Empower Your Vision

Apply for funding with OCRF to bring your conservation and recreation projects to life, 
protect Oregon’s natural treasures and inspire outdoor exploration for all.  

Supporting Messages

· OCRF helps organizations like People of Color Outdoors, The Elakha Alliance and Green Lents deploy programs that have a real impact on conservation, recreation and community engagement in the outdoors. We’ve awarded $8 million to 183 projects with an average grant of $35,000 per project, sparking change statewide. 

· OCRF welcomes organizations of all sizes and backgrounds to apply for funding. We make it accessible for everyone to be a part of Oregon’s conservation story. 

· We fund projects that matter to your community. From birdwatching events to pollinator gardens and habitat restoration, OCRF supports projects that address threats to at-risk species and help Oregonians enjoy the great outdoors. 

· Access unrestricted and multi-year funding. Our ability to provide unrestricted grants is growing so that we can support your organization. OCRF supports  conservation and recreation projects that often have few or no other funding sources. 


	
DONORS – hunters/anglers

Support Oregon’s Future

Donate to OCRF to protect fish, wildlife and habitats and ensure that Oregonians can 
enjoy the outdoors for generations to come. 

Supporting Messages

· ODFW’s innovative OCRF program makes being a part of our state’s conservation legacy accessible for everyone. 

· We fund projects that impact your community. Our 110+ diverse grantees work locally to address threats to at-risk species and help Oregonians enjoy the great outdoors. 

· You can have an outsized impact on the fish, wildlife and habitats that make our state unique. Nearly 300 Oregon species are threatened due to human infrastructure expansion, extreme weather and pollution. 

· However, Oregon’s budget does not include funding to protect nongame species. Your donation to OCRF allows us to leverage state general funds and funds local organizations to step up and fill that gap. Donate to ensure the Oregonian way of life continues today and for future generations. 

· OCRF’s grantees are already achieving Oregon’s conservation goals. Since OCRF’s inception, we’ve awarded $8 million to 183 projects, sparking change statewide. 

· OCRF supports conservation and recreation projects that often have few or no other funding sources.


	
DONORS – conservationists/recreationalists 

Support Oregon’s Future

Donate to OCRF to protect fish, wildlife and habitats and ensure that Oregonians can 
enjoy the outdoors for generations to come.

Supporting Messages

· ODFW’s innovative OCRF program makes being a part of our state’s conservation legacy accessible for everyone. 

· We fund projects that impact your community. Our 110+ diverse grantees work locally to address threats to at-risk species and help Oregonians enjoy the great outdoors. 

· You can have an outsized impact on the fish, wildlife and habitats that make our state unique. Nearly 300 Oregon species are threatened due to human infrastructure expansion, climate crisis and invasive species. 

· However, Oregon’s budget does not include funding to protect nongame species. Your donation to OCRF allows us to leverage state general funds and funds local organizations to step up and fill that gap. Donate to ensure the Oregonian way of life continues today and for future generations. 

· OCRF’s grantees are already achieving Oregon’s conservation goals. Since OCRF’s inception, we’ve awarded $8 million to 183 projects, sparking change statewide. 

· OCRF supports conservation and recreation projects that often have few or no other funding sources.


	POLICY MAKERS

Champion Oregon’s Future

Support OCRF’s funding to safeguard natural resources in your district and provide your constituents with lasting opportunities to experience Oregon’s great outdoors. 




Supporting Messages

· OCRF is ODFW’s innovative grant program that protects and preserves your district’s natural resources. It’s funded primarily by public donations, which enable OCRF to leverage state general funds.  

· OCRF supports organizations in your district that protect the Oregon outdoor lifestyle and have a real impact on conservation goals. With state lawmakers’ support, we’ve awarded $8 million to 183 projects and supported over 200 project collaborations, sparking change statewide.

· Select one based on audience: 

· Oregon’s budget does not include funding to protect the state’s nearly 300 at-risk nongame species. These species are threatened due to human infrastructure expansion, climate change and invasive species. Your support for ODFW and OCRF protects these species from imminent threats and gives your district a voice in protecting these species. 

· Oregon’s budget does not include funding to protect the state’s nearly 300 at-risk nongame species. These species are threatened due to human infrastructure expansion, extreme weather and pollution. Your support for ODFW and OCRF protects these species from imminent threats and gives your district a voice in protecting these species. 

· OCRF is seeking unrestricted funding to close a critical gap in Oregon’s state budget. Many projects that support our state’s threatened species require years of work and need the flexibility to respond to urgent needs. Your support protects our state’s at-risk fish and wildlife and ensures the Oregon way of life continues today and for future generations. 

· Our rigorous selection and reporting process means that our grants deliver conservation results your constituents can see and enjoy. 





