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10:00am – 1:00pm
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Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

Call to Order

Roll Call of All Members

Recognize Members of the Public 

Agenda Item 1:



Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

Review and Approve Meeting Minutes 
(March 3rd 2026) 

Agenda Item 2:



Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

Draft Motion Templates re: Minutes

I move to approve the March 3rd, 2026 meeting minutes 
with the continued authority to correct spelling, 
grammar, and punctuation. 

I move to approve the March 3rd, 2026 meeting minutes 
with the addition/correction/ deletion of ____ on page 
___, line ____, and continued authority to correct 
spelling, grammar, and punctuation.
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Presentation: ODFW Marine Resources Program 
Priorities

Justin Ainsworth–Marine Resources Program Manager, 
ODFW

Agenda Item 3:



ODFW Marine 
Resource Program

Connecting Nearshore Stewardship 
to Oregon’s Conservation Vision 

Oregon Conservation and Recreation 

Fund Advisory Committee  Meeting

May 5, 2026

Justin Ainsworth

Marine Resource Program Manager



Marine Resources Program Overview

We work with Oregon communities to sustain ocean 
and estuary resources by:

• Building understanding about marine species, 
habitats, and how people rely on them

• Working for the benefit of Oregon’s species, 
ecosystems, and communities

• Acting today to ensure resources and opportunity 
for the future. 



Building Understanding

• Conducting scientific research on marine species, 
habitats and changing ocean conditions.

• Sampling and monitoring species to assess 
populations.

• Collaborating with partners to increase our ability to 
collect data.

• Valuing local knowledge and input from the public.

• Examining how people value, use and depend on ocean 
resources.



Working for Oregon’s Species, 
Ecosystems and People

• Recommending technical and scientific solutions 
to emerging issues in marine resource 
management and decision making.

• Representing Oregon in regional groups, policy 
councils and commissions that make marine 
resource management decisions.

• Bringing partners and community members 
together to incorporate their expertise and local 
knowledge into management solutions.



Taking Action Today for the 
Future

• Manage annual and seasonal harvest limits

• Ensure sustainable fishing opportunities

• Manage impacts on habitats and species

• Develop policies and regulations for long-term 

resource health

• Support enforcement and public safety



Why This Work Matters

• Every MRP action advances long-term 
sustainability of marine resources

• State Wildlife Action Plan guides 
conservation of species, habitats, and 
climate resilience

• Science and monitoring inform 
responsible management and policy

• Partnerships strengthen outcomes for 
people, species, and ecosystems

• Actions today ensure opportunities for 
future generations.



Nearshore 

Rocky Reefs
Eelgrass 

Beds
Kelp Beds Rocky 

Intertidal

Key nearshore habitats where conservation and recreation meet:

Key Habitat Types



Building Nearshore and 
Coastal Resilience  

• Understanding how habitats 

respond to stressors 

• Support species that depend on 

changing systems 

• Strengthen long-term adaptability



OCRF Support Makes a 
Difference

• Help us continue raising visibility and 
investing in Oregon’s nearshore 
environment

• Support coastal projects

• Promote marine stewardship

• Help connect more Oregonians to the 
ocean



‘Oregon is Worth Protecting’ Campaign

• ‘Oregon is Worth Protecting’ champions Oregon’s 

unique native species of fish and wildlife by 

increasing attention and support for protecting 

them.

• Reaches beyond the usual suspects and invite more 

Oregonians to care deeply about the species that 

call this state home.

• Oregon is worth protecting campaign launched last 

year with the goal to connect people to these unique 

species and habitats of greatest conservation need.

• Campaign Includes: 

• Website “Oregonisworthprotecting.com” 

• Radio advertisements

• Limited Edition Jamba Juice Conservation 

Tumbler

• Conservation Coloring contest



Questions? 
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OCRF Project Presentation: ODFW to present on “A 
Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) for Evaluating 
Change and Resilience in Nearshore Marine 
Communities” project.

Scott Marion, Marine Habitat Project Leader, ODFW 

Agenda Item 4:
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Public Comment

Agenda Item 5:
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Break

(Please be back in 10 min)

Agenda Item 6:



Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

OCRF Program Budget Overview

Sarah Reif, Habitat Division Administrator, ODFW

Agenda Item 7:



OCRF Budget Update –  May 2026
o Base Program Total: $894k

▪ 23-25 Ending balance: $1,979,049
▪ (+) 25-27 revenue to date (All ELS): $85,321
▪ (-) 25-27 allocated to projects/salary: $1,462,242
▪ (+) add back S&S and salary to be paid by OWF: $292,087
▪ Total: $894,215    
Total does not include interest earned in 25-27 or remaining ELS 
donations to be received for the biennium 

o Drought Package: $0
▪ All Drought Package funds have been committed to projects

o ARPA: $0 
▪ All Federal ARPA funds have been committed to projects

o Wildlife Crossing Lottery Bonds: $ 3.93 million 
▪ Lottery Bond Sale occurred May 2025; $1,069,500 committed to 

projects
21



Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

OCRF Donations – May 2026

22

ELS / POS = Includes donations from 
Electronic Licensing System, Point of 
Sales

Large Private Donors: The Nature Conservancy 
(400K), Trout Creek Ranch (150K), OR Wildlife 
Foundation (90K)

ELS / POS donations to date:

19-21: $205,567

21-23: $214,767

23-25: $233,561

25-27: $85,321

Total: $739,216

Corporate/ Private 
Donations: $1,305,642



Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

Round 10 Winter 2025/2026 RFP Overview

Reva Gillman, OCRF Grant Coordinator, ODFW

Agenda Item 8:



90 complete project proposals submitted: 

• $2,086,244 – Total Requested Funds 

• $ 23,180 –  Average Request

• ODFW Staff Technical Review, and 
• OCRF Advisory Committee Review of projects is complete

• OCRF has one funding bucket this round: 
• Base Program Funding (about $400,000 to award) 
• Per Project Maximum: $25,000

Winter 2025 Call for Proposals – Round 10 
Closed Feb 9th 2026



Winter 2025 Call for Proposals
90 Projects
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Winter 2025 Call for Proposals
18 Projects
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Winter 2025 Call for Proposals
90 Projects
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Winter 2025 Call for Proposals
18 Projects

1

3

0

2

4

4

1

7

1

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

State Ecoregion

Blue Mountains

Coast Range

Columbia Plateau

East Cascades

Klamath Mountains

Nearshore

Northern Basin & Range

Willamette Valley

West Cascades



Winter 2025 Call for Proposals
90 Projects
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Winter 2025 Call for Proposals
18 Projects

11

6

10

16

15

7

2

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

Monitoring Research Restoration Community
Engagement

Education and/or
Awareness

Outdoor Access Other

Project Type



Winter 2025 Call for Proposals
90 Projects
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Winter 2025 Call for Proposals
18 Projects
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Committee Discussion of Recommended 
Projects from Winter Grant Solicitation

Agenda Item 9:
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Committee Voting on Recommended 
Projects for funding from Winter 
2025/2026 Grant Solicitation

Agenda Item 10:



Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

Draft Motion : Selection of 
Recommended Projects

“I hereby move to approve the top ranked 18 Projects 
from the OCRF Round 10 Winter 2025 RFP, totaling 
$416,297 in expenditure from the Oregon Conservation 
and Recreation Fund.”
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Review of HB 4134

Agenda Item 11:



Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 40

OCRF Business Items

Agenda Item 12:



Request for Proposals (RFP) – Open December 15th, 2025
 Official RFP Guidance made public (open for 8 weeks)

Request for Proposals (RFP) – Close February 9th, 2026

Technical Review Period – Feb 16th - March 27th, 2026

OCRF Advisory Committee Review Period – March 13th - April 17th, 2026
 (Release early – more lead time)

OCRF Advisory Member follow-ups w/ tech reviewers – April 14th – 16th

Opportunity for OCRF Advisory Members to have Q/A with the ODFW technical 
reviews on an as needed basis

OCRF Advisory Committee Recommendations – May 5th, 2026 meeting

ODFW Commission Voting – June 26, 2026

Release of funds following contracting process – August 2026 

OCRF Winter 2025/2026 RFP - Timeline



Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

Upcoming Meetings

2026 Meetings (Every other Month, First Tuesday of 
the Month): 

• Mar 3, 2026

• May 5, 2026: Round 10 Project Recommendations 
(In-person)

• July 7, 2026

• Sept 1, 2026

• Nov 3, 2026

42
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Meeting Wrap Up and Closing 
Comments

Agenda Item 13:
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