
Lower Columbia River Conservation and Recovery Plan

The Implementer’s Perspective 

Scappoose Bay Watershed Council





What We Do

• Coordinate education and watershed 
enhancement projects

• Work with landowners, businesses, agencies 
and other organizations to fund and 
implement projects

• Source of information about the watershed for 
residents, visitors, local groups, and partners



Salmon Habitat Improvement 
Projects





Fish Barrier Removal



Floodplain Enhancement and Side Channel Reconnection





Riparian Restoration
&

Invasive Weed Management



Riparian Planting and Native Plant Production



Invasive Weed Control



Water Quality Monitoring 
& 

Habitat Surveys



Scappoose Bay Watershed Water Quality Monitoring Report 2008-2010



• Aquatic Habitat Inventory: 
40 miles of high priority 
salmon habitat (2007-2009)

• Rapid Bio-Assessment: 
58 miles of snorkel surveys 
for juvenile coho

• Limiting Factors Analysis for 
the watershed to be 
completed in Spring 2012



Next Steps for Salmon Habitat 
Improvement

• Use Limiting Factors Analysis to develop reach level 
priorities for salmon habitat enhancement projects

• Implement large scale floodplain and channel 
reconnection projects

• Continue to correct priority fish barriers

• Continue to assist landowners with improving creek-
side properties



Challenges for Implementation

• Funding
– Changes in priorities
– Limited availability of funds
– Increasing competition
– Complexity of the application process

• Organizational capacity
– Current workload
– Staff availability and technical skill set
– Cash flow management 



Getting Projects on the Ground

• Project construction timeline (3-5 Years)
– Working with private landowners
– Finding technical assistance
– Matching work with grant cycles
– Permitting
– In-water work window timing (July 15- Aug 31)
– Monitoring and project reporting



Integrating the Recovery Plan

• Look to Recovery Plan priorities to support grant 
funding requests and provide opportunities for project 
specific funding

• Refine restoration priorities based on new science 
(ex. Chum recovery data) 

• Work with regional partners to develop larger scale or 
complimentary restoration efforts

• Monitor and report progress of restoration efforts 




