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Facility Issues 
-This month’s cold weather tested the facilities “winterization.”  During the cold weather, the crew 
noticed that the external standpipes on the fiberglass tanks were beginning to freeze over.  This caused 
an air lock which in turn created suction and began sucking water out of the tanks.  Staff began 
breaking ice from the standpipes every two hours through the day and night to prevent this problem.  
No facility damage or fish loss occurred during the event. 
-Staff removed the shade cloth from the simulated streams.  The shade cloth is retracted in the winter 
to prevent leaf and snow build up resulting in damage to the infrastructure. 
-The third and final intake cleaning system gearbox was removed and rebuilt this month.  Now all 
three gear boxes have been replaced and the system is ready for the high water season. 
 
 
Fish Handling/Research Projects 
-Steve Boggio and Gary Yeager, from Bio-Oregon Feed Co., were here this month to finish up 
behavior trials on four groups of Willamette Chinook yearlings.  Two of tanks have been fed a control 
diet and two tanks the transfer diet (which has increased sodium levels as well as amino acid and 
vitamin packs).  We measured behavior changes, growth, coloration and gill ATPase activity over a 
total of ten weeks. 
-This month we started a preliminary trout spawning experiment in the artificial stream channels.  
Diploid females and triploid males were placed in two of the stream channels to observe and record 
behavior and/or spawning interactions between the two groups.  We hope gain insight into the 
behavior of triploid males in a natural environment.   
-Rich Holt, from the Salmon Disease Lab, was here this month to pick-up and transport four groups of 
hatchery and wild steelhead from Michael Blouins 2009 genetics project to the Salmon Disease Lab.  
At the lab, the fish will be exposed to various diseases during a challenge to test disease resistance of 
both hatchery and wild steelhead. 
-Very few fish entered the fish trap this month with the low COLD water.  Water temperatures 
averaged in the upper 30’s and lower 40’s, a few degrees cooler than a typical December. 
 
 
 



-Adult trap numbers to date are: 
 Chinook Coho Steelhead 
2009-’10 (to date) 55 411 2 
2008-’09 (season total) 40 115    196   (all steelhead)
 
 
Outreach & Education 
-A class from Toledo grade school spent a day at OHRC.  The class toured the facility, dissected 
rainbow trout and learned about the importance of streamside riparian areas. 
-A group of 20 Lincoln County home schooled kids visited OHRC this month for a tour.  The group 
dissected and painted juvenile trout and took a tour of the facility.  They also watched OHRC staff 
work adult salmon in the fish trap. 
-Rachael Garcia, a student in the Aquarium Science Program at the Oregon Coast Community College, 
started her 10 week practicum this month.  Rachael will work along side OHRC staff and scientists 
assisting with all aspects of OHRC research and operations. 
-During winter break we had six different Oregon State University students in Fisheries and Wildlife 
volunteer at OHRC.  The students all assist with fish handling and passage in the adult fish trap. 
-Kathryn Duncan, an OSU student in Fisheries and Wildlife, started an internship this month.  She will 
work one day each week during winter term. 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
-OHRC staff and volunteers held a safety meeting this month.  A few minor things were identified as 
hazards and were immediately remedied. 
 


