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I am representing “Science-at-large” on the Oregon Hatchery Research Center Advisory 
Committee.   
 
My background is from working as a Fishery Biologist for the Oregon Dept. of Fish & 
Wildlife for more than 30 years having retired in 1999.  The first 8 years of my career 
were spent working as a research biologist in the Port Orford area with the primary goal 
of making the newly completed Elk River Hatchery a success without having a major 
negative impact on the wild stocks of Chinook salmon in the area.  Emphasis was also on 
studying the ecology of Fall Chinook salmon in the Sixes River system. 
 
The remainder of my career was spent as a (fishery) management biologist working out 
of ODFW’s Charleston office with responsibilities for the Coos, Coquille and Tenmile 
basins.  My primary responsibilities included reviewing water right and fill and removal 
permits, reviewing land use plans, developing basin fish management plans, hatchery 
supplementation, and a variety of fish sampling programs including conducting an 
Annual Recruitment Survey in the Coos Estuary for over 20 years. 
 
I’m still quite active in fisheries issues in the Coos Bay area, although I now live in 
Bandon.  I’m currently a board member of the Coos Watershed Association, board 
member on the Coos County STEP Commission, board member of the South Coast 
Anglers STEP Association and Chairman of the Coos County Parks Advisory Board.  I 
also do spawning fish surveys as a volunteer for ODFW and spend a considerable amount 
of time working with the Morgan Creek STEP Hatchery, which is run by volunteers. 
 
I try to network with all of these groups and pass on information about the role of and 
activities at the Hatchery Research Center.  I report on results of the quarterly meetings of 
the OHRC Advisory Committee to the Coos Watershed Association and provide input at 
the Morgan Creek Hatchery as new information becomes available.  The ongoing work at 
OHRC has the potential to play a valuable role in informing volunteer STEP groups on 
the “best practices” for operating these facilities to minimize impacts on wild 
populations.  
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I am a retired population ecologist with primary interests in what are called life 
histories, which center on survival and reproduction of organisms. The details of 
life histories include such features as whether organisms reproduce more than 
once, the age when reproduction begins, individual rates of growth, the numbers 
of offspring at each reproductive event, and the probabilities of living to 
reproduce again.  
 
There also are trade-offs in the sense that resources that are used for 
reproduction can not be used to increase the probability of survival. There are 
many possible combinations of trade-offs and schedules of births and deaths all 
of which result in a individual successfully replacing itself in a population ... or 
doing just a bit better than other individuals. I have worked with a variety of 
organisms, mostly marine invertebrates such as echinoderms (sea urchins, sea 
cucumbers, brittle stars), molluscs (mussels and snails), and lobsters. I also have 
worked with plants including tundra vegetation in Alaska and shrubs in the 
Colorado (=Sonoran) desert in southern California.  
 
The central theme in all of these studies has been life histories and have dealt 
both with theoretical and applied problems. There are important theoretical 
aspects of life history studies such as why are life-spans of organisms so 
different even when they all live in the same environment. There also are 
applications in setting size and bag limits for game species and providing 
guidance for life-stages that should be the primary focus either for conservation 
or control of species. 
 
There are several ways that I serve the interests of the OHRC. I interact with 
local residents, some of whom have been skeptical of the goals of the research 
center. I am fond of telling about how steelhead have responded to hatcheries 
and my sense is that people are understanding that just because fish look alike 
does not mean that they perform in the same way and such differences can be 
very important. 
 
On a larger scale, in July I was invited to a NOAA Sea Grant workshop on ocean 
acidification held in Costa Mesa, CA. The particular focus was on shellfish but I 
had the opportunity to ask about possible fin fish responses to changes in pH. 
The potential for ocean acidification problems directly related to the OHRC are 
unclear but it is known that upwelling events off the coast can substantially drop 
pH and this may have an impact on salmonid life stages. The impact may already 
be known or may represent a research opportunity because of both local and 
national interests in ocean acidification and expected changes in the future. 
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I have served as Conservation Representative on the OHRC Advisory Committee since 9/2006. 
Though my profession is Computer Science (MS CS Montana State University, R&D SW 
Architect Hewlett Packard), I have been involved in sport fishing and fish conservation matters 
since moving to Oregon in 1988. Some highlights: 
• VP of Conservation, Oregon Council of the Federation of Fly Fishers (1993-2005, 2200 

members) 
• Conservation Chair, Audubon Society of Corvallis (1994-96, 660 members) 
• Various ODFW activities – member Angling Regulation Review Board (2008), member and 

chair; Restoration and Enhancement Board (1999-2007), member Introduced Species Task 
Force (1998-99), alternate STEP Advisory Committee (1994-2000), member Siletz and 
Salmon River Basin Planning Committee (1995-97), various ODFW/Federal stream surveys 
for Bull Trout and Redside Rainbows 

• Various Federal – NEPA project reviews (and some appeals), participated in several ESA 
listings 

• Co-founder “fish cons” in 1998 (with TU-Wolf/NF-Bakke/OT-Myron) – monthly meeting that 
has since expanded to many sport fishing, fish conservation and water quality/quantity 
groups. 

 
Though I have had to scale back my involvement (to focus on surviving the high tech industry), I 
do remain connected to the conservation community albeit more in an “on assignment” manner. 
 
Specific to my OHRC assignment: I was on R&E when the $867,832 OHRC grant request came 
in. My rough recall is that half the R&E Board voted “yes” because the OHRC might prove how 
wonderful hatchery fish are, while the other half voted “yes” because the OHRC might prove 
otherwise. Significant in my “yes” vote was the hope that the OHRC would help grow the OSU 
and ODFW research staffs and activities, draw in scientists from outside of Oregon, and bring 
more science to bear on Oregon’s hatchery�v�wild question. 
 
IMHO the OHRC is still operating in an “on demand” mode as opposed to “request for proposal” 
mode. In on-demand, applicants largely establish the research mix, and staff and committee 
filter for acceptability and fine tune. Based on responses to my semi�regular reports to the 
fish�cons community, I would say there is much respect for the scientists doing research at the 
OHRC, and general contentment with the research mix and results. As of yet there are no 
burning concerns about the OHRC, nor specific recommendations for improvement (except for 
making research results more apparent and available). 
 
The observation that I have shared with the fish�cons community lately is that the OHRC 
advisory committee (and less so staff) are getting antsy about if and how to focus, which might 
lead to more RFP behavior. I have started another round of discussion with fish�cons regarding 
OHRC concerns and desires. 
 
Reflecting on my R&E days, I do see room for process improvements at the staff/committee 
level which should translate into more clarity and understanding for all involved and concerned. 
After checking in with Dr. Noakes first, I’ll bring these items up in email or at our next committee 
meeting. 
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I am a commercial fisherman. Through the years I have fished nearly every gear type 
used in the Pacific from Alaska to Mexico including Hawaii. I caught my first commercial 
fish at 13 years of age which was the same year I began to work for OSU under Dr. Bill 
McNeil at the Whiskey Creek Research Hatchery in Tillamook County. Over the years I 
set up and collected data for several Master's and Doctoral theses mostly dealing with 
Salmonids.  
 
In 1979 and 1980 I was a primary researcher working for Representative Paul 
Hanneman creating the Oregon State Legislatures Ways and Means committee report 
entitled ORCO '79 and ORCO '80 which was an historical report on the Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife's hatchery production of Coho.  
 
I have served on several Boards and Committees including:  

All‐Coast Fisherman's Marketing Association (Chair)  
Tri‐State Crab Committee  
Oregon Salmon Commission (Chair)  
Oregon Crab Commission (Chair)  
Oregon Albacore Commission, present (Chair)  
Coos Watershed Association  
Southern Oregon Ocean Resource Coalition (SOORC), present  
Bandon Port Commission, present (elected official) 
http://www.portofbandon.com/  
SOORC delegate to the Port of Coos Bay Advisory Committee on Marine 
Reserves, present  
Klamath Common Ground Alliance present (Cofounder) 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Klamath‐Common‐Ground‐Alliance‐KCGA/355
598048280?ref=search&sid=1453203799.3938375404..1  

 
I am the owner/operator of the fishing vessel Peso II, a 52 foot salmon and tuna freezer 
boat, and I am also President of Aquatic Resources Inc. (www.ari1.com) which is a 
consulting firm advising in the design and construction of live seafood holding and 
shipping systems. We are an OEM of the "Aquafuser" self weighted air diffuser used 
across the nation.  
 
We pack most of our Albacore catch under our private "Sacred Sea" label 
(www.sacredseatuna.com) 
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I am the Center Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Abernathy Fish Technology 
Center (AFTC) and represent federal entities on the Oregon Hatchery Research Center’s 
(OHRC) Advisory Committee.  I have been involved with the Oregon Hatchery Research Center 
since its multi-stakeholder, conception meetings. 
 
The OHRC and the AFTC share many interests in research on the aquatic resources of western 
North America.  I have and continue to work on activities which promote research conducted by 
both the OHRC and AFTC. As a co-chair of the symposium Hatchery Reform: A Paradigm Shift 
in Action, held at the 2007 Annual Meeting of the American Fisheries Society, San Francisco, 
CA, I invited Dr Noakes to present information on the types of research conducted at the OHRC.  
This society is the leading professional organization for fisheries professionals in North America. 
This was followed up by co-chairing a symposium with Dr Noakes entitled Hatchery Research: 
Hatchery Reform at the 2008 Western Division of the American Fisheries Society Meeting, 
Portland, OR. 
 
Dr Noakes and I continue to work towards the publication of a multi volume e-book 
documenting the various research activities examining hatchery/natural origin interactions 
conducted around British Columbia, Washington, Oregon, Idaho and California on salmonid 
species, especially Pacific salmon and steelhead. 
 
We maintain a link from AFTC’s web site to the OHRC web site to facilitate movement between 
to two web pages for those interested in the types of research conducted at both facilities.  I have 
invited students and post-docs conducting research at the OHRC to present their results to the 
staff at AFTC.  This includes encouraging collaborative opportunities to conduct research needed 
to address the challenges facing our fishery resources. 
 
 
Judy Gordon 
Center Director 
U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Abernathy Fish Technology Center 
1440 Abernathy Creek Road 
Longview, WA 98632 
(360)425-6072, ext. 350 voice 
(360)636-1855  FAX 
judith_gordon@fws.gov e-mail 
http://www.fws.gov/aftc Center Web Page 
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I am the Genetics and Evolution Program Manager at the NOAA Fisheries’ Northwest Fisheries Science 
Center in Seattle. As an OHRC “Science-at-large” Advisory Committee member, I represent the fisheries 
science community. Salmon scientists at the NWFSC are keenly interested in the OHRC’s activities and 
the research conducted there, and they are impressed with the facility and what can be accomplished 
there. Much of the hatchery-related research at the NWFSC parallels that at the OHRC, especially that 
involving genetic, ecological and behavioral interactions between hatchery and wild salmonids. 
Moreover, some NWFSC scientists have actively collaborated with OHRC researchers on these research 
topics.  
 
I regularly pass along information from the Advisory Committee meetings to our scientific staff at the 
NWFSC, and I have presented NOAA Fisheries’ scientific perspectives on conservation and management 
issues at Advisory Committee meetings on several occasions, especially as they pertain to ESA listings 
and how hatchery populations are considered in identifying Evolutionarily Significant Units.  These issues 
tend to fall into three general areas: genetics and life-history evolution in salmonids, scientific support 
for management of hatchery and wild salmon populations, and the long-term consequences of hatchery 
salmon production and fishery exploitation for viability and sustainability. 
 
I have generally agreed with the recommendations to OHRC developed and adopted by the Advisory 
Committee; when I have departed from them, I have tried to take care to explain my perspective as an 
evolutionary biologist, which may contrast with some conventional fishery management perspectives. 
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I am a retired fish biologist who spent 2 year working for the US Fish & Wildlife Service 
on trout at their Sierra Nevada Aquatic Research Laboratory on the east side of California and then 29 
years working for the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW), mostly on the research and 
management of salmon and steelhead. I have been active in the Oregon Chapter of the American 
Fisheries Society (ORAFS, www.orafs.org) starting while I was working on my MS degree in Fisheries at 
Oregon State University in the early 1970s. I served in a variety of positions in the ORAFS, including 
Chapter President in 2006-2007.  
 
I was invited to be a member of the OHRC Advisory Committee in 2005 and to serve as a representative 
of “Science at Large” with a tie to the ORAFS. The ORAFS is a group of volunteers who are mostly 
professional aquatic resource biologists in government agencies, universities, Native American tribes, 
and businesses such as utility companies, the timber industry, and private consultants. Their mission is 
to improve the conservation and sustainability of Oregon fishery resources and their aquatic ecosystems 
for long-term public benefit by advancing science, education, and public discourse concerning fisheries 
and aquatic science and by promoting the development of fisheries professionals. 
 
The ORAFS has a post office box and website, but no physical office or phone number. My coordination 
with the organization is through email, telephone and personal contact with the Chapter President (newly 
elected on an annual basis), with others on the Executive Committee, and with general members of the 
chapter, especially at their annual meeting and conference that is attended by over 500 biologists. David 
Noakes, Charlie Corrarino, and Ryan Couture have also been active communicators with ORAFS, as 
has Judy Gordon of the OHRC Advisory Committee, especially through presentations of OHRC 
information at their annual conference. The ORAFS, as an independent science organization, has 
passed resolutions, developed comments and position statements, and produced background papers on 
a wide variety of issues over its history. Each of these is drafted through a collaborative effort of multiple 
biologists working independently of their employers. Drafts are brought up through appropriate 
committees and approved or disapproved by the Executive Committee or a quorum of members voting at 
an annual meeting, depending on the nature of the document. Resolutions, comments, and background 
papers have covered such topics as hydroelectric and other dams on rivers, US Forest Service and 
Bureau of Land Management forest management plans, instream water rights, establishment of marine 
reserves off the Oregon coast, and ODFW draft reports and policies, to name a few. ORAFS has been 
involved in the issues of hatchery and wild fish for many years, as well. 
 
They produced a background paper in 2001 on managing wild and hatchery fish in Oregon. In 2000, the 
organization testified to the Oregon State Legislature regarding the role of hatchery fish in the recovery of 
wild salmon. They commented in 2004 on the National Marine Fisheries Service’s “Proposed Policy on 
the Consideration of Hatchery- Origin Fish in Endangered Species Act Listing Determinations for Pacific 
Salmon and Steelhead”. And they have commented on ODFW draft policies and reports regarding 
hatchery and wild fish many times over the last 20 to 30 years. 
 
As an OHRC Advisory Committee member, I try to keep the leaders and key people in ORAFS informed 
about the OHRC’s activities, research results, educational efforts, and the opportunities for ORAFS to 
support and utilize the OHRC in a multitude of ways. I especially look to them, but not only to them, to 
help me in representing useful and defensible science that achieves the mission of the OHRC as I sit on 
this Advisory Committee. There’s always room for improvement in this 2-way communication with 
ORAFS and other pertinent independent groups and individuals involved with science related to the 
OHRC, and I will continue to try to improve that communication and represent the best science. 
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  My name is Dave Russel and I am a District Forester with Roseburg Forest Products. I 
manage the silvicultural activities on 175,000 acres. I have several years of involvement with 
the local watershed council as both a director and an alternate. My committee slot is to 
represent timberland owners and managers interest. Their principle interest is to re‐establish 
and maintain healthy anadromous fish populations, in a timely and cost effective manner in 
order to allow the optimum management of our timberland investment. The group I represent 
strongly supports a science based approach to finding solutions to improving and maintaining 
fish runs. 

   OHRC mission goals of:  1. to understand mechanisms that may create differences 
between hatchery and wild fish. 2.  To develop approaches to manage hatchery fish that 
conserve and protect native fish and that would permit fish hatcheries to significantly 
contribute to enhanced fish runs (native and wild) is stated clearly. As an advisory committee 
member over the last year my focus has been to understand what the “Strategic Plan “and 
timeline is to meet these two goals and what progress has been made. It is this core objective 
that was behind the formation of OWEB and OHRC. It is with this understanding that I feel I can 
contribute most effectively in providing input regarding the studies, priorities and direction to 
the OHRC as an advisory member. Additionally, it is with this perspective and insight I am able 
to provide clear updates (to those I represent) regarding how the work and progress at OHRC is 
contributing toward enhanced fish runs, particularly Coho. My communication with my 
constituency group has been through my involvement with the Society of American Foresters, 
the local watershed council and other venues where I come in contact with practicing 
professional foresters and resource managers.  



OREGON HATCHERY RESERCH CENTEER  
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JOHN WOOLEY 
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I have been a member of the Alsea Watershed Council for five years and attended the council meetings 
for several years prior to being elected to this board.  I represent the people of Lane, Lincoln and Benton 
Counties. As a watershed council member I work to enhance the cooperation of the stockholders within 
the watershed basins.  

I have interfaced with DEQ and other state agencies to improve working relations within the watersheds 
throughout Oregon and more specifically within the Alsea Basin. 

As a relative new  member of this Board, I am working with and through Dr. Noakes to better serve this 
organization and enhance my usefulness to all watershed councils within the state. 

I have experience in Water Quality Surveys, Freshwater and Marine Pollution Ecology, and Aquatic 
Microbiology and Chemistry. With this background I hope to support watershed activities in any capacity 
that would be useful to them. 

I still am involved with the WPCF, AWWA.  

I am here to be a resource to any and all that might wish to avail themselves of my knowledge and 
experience.  I am here to represent watershed councils and with some effort and direction I will give my 
very best effort.      
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