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The Oregon Hatchery Research Center (OHRC) 
Advisory Committee 

  
 Date: March 14, 2011 
 Time: 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 Location: Oregon Hatchery Research Center 
  2418 E. Fall Creek Rd. 
  Alsea, OR 97324  
  (541) 487-5510 
Type of Meeting: Oregon Hatchery Research Center (OHRC) Advisory Committee 

Attendees: 

Members: Reese Bender, Tom Ebert, Tom Gilg, Jeff Hard, 
Wayne Hoffman, Ty Wyatt for Doug Hunt, Ron Mason, Barry 
McPherson, Dave Russel, Susan Sahnow, Stan Van de 
Wetering, John Wooley 

Staff:  Bob Buckman, Shaun Clements, Margaret Cleveland, 
Charlie Corrarino, Ryan Couture, Manny Farinas; David 
Noakes, Joseph O’Neil, Scott Patterson, Jeremiah Psiropoulos, 

Guests:  Desiree Tullos 
Public:  None 

Welcome and Introduction 
 
Chair Barry McPherson called the meeting to order at 9:30. Introductions were done 
around the table. September 2010 and December 2010 minutes were approved. 

 
OHRC AC Mission Outreach: AC member reports 

 
Jeff Hard is the Genetics and Evolution Program Manager at the NOAA Fisheries’ 
Northwest Fisheries Science Center in Seattle. He started as a young biologist, working 
at a Baranoff Island fish research facility. Unfortunately, Jeff has tendered his resignation 
to this committee as of May 2011, having served six years as a Science-at-Large 
representative. He will be greatly missed. His full bio is at  Jeff Hard 
 
Ron Mason represents Local Government. He is a member of the Linn-Benton 
Community College Board and is currently sitting on the Sports Advisory Committee 
(SAC) for Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife’s (ODFW) Marine Resource Program 
(MRP) and Oregon Coalition for Educations Anglers (OCEAN) as a founding member. As 
a retired teacher and active sport fisherman, his main passions are education and fishing. 
He is working to become more educated about fisheries and the interactions between wild 
and hatchery characteristics of salmonids. His full bio is at Ron Mason. 
 
Tom Gilg represents Conservation. As an active fly fisherman, formed a group with Bill 
Bakke and others on fish conservation which has grown to several sport fishing, fish 
conservation and water quality/quantity groups. He was on ODFW’s Restoration and 
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Enhancement Board (R&E) that granted OHRC funding to help create the facility and start 
research work. His full bio is at Tom Gilg. 
 
Dave Russel is employed by Roseburg Forest Products (RFP) and represents Resource 
Producers. He is very interested in what is happening here that will affect industry and 
what the future holds. The Hinkle Creek Study was done on RFP land involving buffer 
strips in regard to timber harvest. Forest practice need to keep pace with research in 
protection of fish habitat. Knowledge gained as a member of the Advisory Committee will 
help him to respond to changes needed in the environment and how the whole picture 
relates to Coho and fisheries in general. He is a member of the Society of American 
Foresters. His full bio is at Dave Russel. 

 
Susan Sahnow represents K-12 Education. She is the Director of the Oregon Natural 
Resource Education Program (ONREP) at OSU. She works with about 1,000 formal and 
non-formal educators throughout the year. Her full bio is at Susan Sahnow. 

  

AC Member Expiration and Recruitment 

 
Charlie Corrarino reported that May is the time to recruit and/or reappoint five members of 
the Advisory Committee each year. This year’s positions are Science-at-Large (Jeff Hard 
and Barry McPherson), Local Government (Ron Mason), Resource Producers (Dave 
Russel), and Tribal (Stan Van de Wetering). Members are encouraged to apply for 
reappointment. A press release went out on March 2 for recruitment with a close date of 
March 31. All letters of interest should be forwarded to Margaret Cleveland. She will then 
route the documents through Charlie to the selection committee of Ed Bowles and Dr. 
Dan Edge. Results will be announced by May 1. 

 
Word has been received that Rick Goche has resigned effective March 1. Recruitment for 
the Commercial Fisheries position will be released on April 1 with closure on April 30. 
Charlie asked members for suggestions of possible candidates. A copy of the 
membership history is available at Membership History 

 

Comments on Suggestions and Ideas from Dec. 13th AC Meeting 

 
Dr. David Noakes responded to questions and comments raised by members. As there is 
not always enough time in the agenda, the responses are sometimes delayed until 
another meeting when they can be added to the agenda. He asked the Committee, by 
way of the Chair, 
a) if that is how the committee wishes staff to deal with those questions and comments. 
b) to identify which of the presentations in 2010 were not relevant, and 
c) to identify which opportunities Committee members wish to become involved in from 

a list of activities and operations he provided, 
The Chair of the Committee will summarize responses as an Agenda item at the next AC 
meeting (June 2011). 

 
Dr. Noakes’ full report is available at OHRC AC Research.  
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Documents are posted on the facility’s web page at http://www.dfw.state.or.us/OHRC/, 
except as requested to protect copyright privileges. The web site has had 10,000 hits from 
60 countries. Viewers may look at a list of presentations, research plan updates, wild 
broodstock research reports, and anticipated research discussions. The site can help 
viewers understand mechanisms of the main focus of research plans. Links to available 
education, outreach, research assistance, operational activities reporting are also 
available on the site.  
 
Tom Gilg commented that the list helps. He would like to see a short summary list for 
committee review. The database could be made into a short flyer. Ryan Couture sent 
Jessica Sall summaries after the December 2010 meeting. Charlie Corrarino will work 
with Jessica Sall to advance this. Dave Russel agrees this type update will be very useful 
This will also be shown to the Legislature. 
 
A budget review was presented, showing use of $1m over 2 years, including salary, 
travel, students, and discretionary funds. What does a researcher bring in for resources to 
work? Students are not charged if from OSU. Wayne Hoffman wants income from 
outsider research used for purchase of equipment to enhance projects. More discussion 
on this topic in future meetings. 

 
Results of Workshop on Hatchery Fish Straying 

 
Barry McPherson presented information on this event, hosted by OHRC. A number of 
ODFW biologists and managers attended the meeting along with scientists from other 
agencies, OSU and other universities. Multiple research projects may be developed from 
the discussion at the workshop. Many questions were covered regarding straying of 
hatchery fish. 
• What is straying and is it a problem? 
• Research shows green sea turtles using magnetic sensing for homing. Do fish use 

magnetic fields for migration?  
• ODFW has broodstock inventory around state. Can the environment from waters of 

origin affect returns? Researchers are looking at what sorts of chemicals affect 
juveniles or adults and do these chemicals attract returns. Can attraction be 
augmented? 

• Some issues blocking returns include lack of hatchery development funds, 
inappropriate ladders, water temperature fluctuation, water flow too low, and other 
problems of getting fish back to the facility. Do fish spawn in another river when 
temperature or flow is off the historic pattern? There has been a change in operation 
of Lake Billy Chinook to release warmer water that is closer to historic temperatures of 
the Deschutes River in summer, and this may reduce straying of upper Columbia 
Basin steelhead into the Deschutes. What are other attracting factors?  

• Some locations have larger stray problem than others. Hatcheries will continue to 
collect statistics on variances. Metal structures, motors, and rebar in cement at 
hatchery and acclimation facilities affects magnetic fields. Is this enough to affect 
returns if salmonids are using magnetic cues? 
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Research Ideas from Hatchery Staff around Oregon 
 
Scott Patterson presented information on fish propagation applied research, mortality in 
downstream, and estuary research.  

• What can be done at hatcheries to assist survival?  
• Mate selection – captive rearing and release or retain? 
• Broodstock selection – Does hook capture provide better hook chasers?  
• How to help retain older fish?  
• How to improve return? 

 
Many of these would fit the mission, with staff doing work directed by OHRC and done at 
another hatchery. Stan Van de Wetering commented that research on Scott’s list is 
feasible. 
 
Related comments/discussion:  Barry Berejikian is doing a related study. Mitigation 
harvest programs tie up twice the facilities. Large smolt release numbers appear to 
increase predation. Bob Buckman has done a study on Alsea Bay smolt releases, 
showing predatory bird numbers were highest when smolt releases were highest. Reese 
Bender commented that in Coos Bay when barges were used to transport smolts out to 
sea for release, predators followed.  
 
Bob Buckman reported ODFW has changed release times and locations of 140,000 
winter steelhead from the North Fork Alsea Hatchery. They will take 1/3 of the release to 
locations at Five Rivers, using 2 broodstock groups (W and H) to try to increase 
contribution to anglers. Buckman plans to monitor the effects with creel and fish trap 
reports. He will also look at this data for other sources of straying into the Alsea. There 
have been documented cases of strays from Siuslaw and Big Elk stocking in the Alsea. 
Useful research could be focused on how to predict returns from variations in stocking.  
 
Ryan Couture provided a list of hatchery related research projects at OHRC. David 
Noakes explained the process of developing research, including the need to find funding 
early in process and the need to track fish through full life cycle. Committee members 
were asked for additional ideas of research projects. Wayne Hoffman wants to see 
feedback of results from research and how and where results were implemented. Some 
research ideas are straightforward and some need proposal/funding before starting. 
Changes in hatchery practices have occurred and will continue to occur. This information 
need to be taken to the Legislature to promote OHRC.  
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AC comments on research proposals (Thompson; May, Munakata) 
 
Barry McPherson reviewed the process for collective response to research proposals. Dr. 
Noakes added that the completion report from each project done at the OHRC includes a 
one-page summary with digital photos. Publishing must include OHRC in credits. The 
committee sees only proposals screened by Noakes, OSU, ODFW and others. 
McPherson then presented a compilation of member comments and questions. The 
comments are listed without reference to individual committee member names. Some 
members felt it would help them if names were associated with each comment while 
others opposed this. The Chair plans to stay with no names associated with comments for 
now. Wayne Hoffman likes the concept review to dissect process. 
• Thompson’s proposal:   

CFC is an important study. Updated proposal is forthcoming based on comments. 
Where are fish coming from? Will research look at Siletz? Will the research look at H 
and/or W, not mix and match. Where are Alsea Hatchery stock from - collection trap at 
Siletz Falls and Alsea at hatchery, angler caught, OHRC trap? Research Proposal 
Thompson 

• May’s proposal:  
This is Year 3 of the study. There are concerns of how this study relates to the OHRC 
mission. Stream channel research ties into the mission. The study needs one more 
year to complete. Silt sediment was a big problem in previous years. This research is 
appropriate for site by helping the facility know more about how the channels will react 
to changes. Research Proposal Lancaster 

• Munakata’s proposal: 
This is the terminal year for this research. The same research is being conducted in 
Japan as here on temperature affects on fish. Research is approved and in process. 
Will research provide info on migratory pattern? On temperature change vs cortisol 
hormone? Trigger was cold water causing salmon migrate. Research Proposal 
Munakata 
 

Public Comment 
 
None offered  
 

Working Lunch – Staff Reports 
 
Outreach and Education – Joseph O’Neil 

Types of work Joseph has been involved in during the past three months include Siletz 
schools (dissection for brain weight of fish with students developing a process of 
discovery), College of Forestry from Bend (studies on forestry practices), and the  
Aquarium at Newport (studies on fish anatomy and migration). OCAMP has agreed to 
present at AFS national meeting in September. Teachers are finding scientists to help 
take samples in the field. OHRC is helping education to advance using creative 
learning and hands-on activities. 

 
Recent Research Projects – Dr. David Noakes 

David Noakes has been involved in research using AALAS accreditation, funding 
applications, research meetings, ongoing research and operations review with OSU 
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F&W, ODFW and OHRC. Research on hatch boxes buried in gravel has not shown 
positive results other than keeping fish in same area, providing protection from 
predators. Steelhead temperature study is not long enough for sex test; will be redoing 
this year with 2 month longer study time. New funding will be needed for each study. 
He helped lead the Straying and Homing Workshop held at OHRC. There was a lot of 
interest. It appears there’s more to it than chemical imprint leading to straying. 
Recommendations to ODFW are to define straying, hatcheries inventory and 
recommendations. A full report is available at Noakes Research Report March 2011 

Operations Update 
Ryan Couture reported on facility issues during December 2010, January 2011 and 
February 2011. Overall, the facility weathered the winter season well. A full report for 
each month is available at December 2010, January 2011 and February 2011. He was 
able to attend the NW Fish Culture Conference in December, but not the American 
Fisheries Society meeting in February due weather. Jeremiah Psiropoulos, OSU intern, 
stood in for him moderating the fish culture session with multiple presenters and also 
presenting a paper at the meeting. Those attending reported Jeremiah did an excellent 
job. 

 
Ideas for Research on Woody Debris 

 
Dr. Desiree Tullos presented ideas for research she would like to conduct at OHRC. The 
research, although not directly related to the OHRC mission, could help define in-water 
woody debris that could possibly affect management of the artificial stream channels. 
Wayne Hoffman thought this modeling research could be very useful to watershed 
councils and others doing stream restoration projects if the modeling results can be 
applied to full-sized logs/woody debris used in actual streams. 
 

Oregon Legislative Update 
 
Charlie Corrarino gave an update on current issues pertaining to OHRC in front of the 
Legislature.  
 

Selective Harvest Practices Discussion 
 

Dr Jeff Hard presented a study on traditional salmon harvest management, mortality by 
predation, and selective harvest management resulting in evolutionary consequences 
and lack of management adaptation to harvest-selection effects on age, size and other 
attributes of salmon. Exploitation of select groups of fish greatly changes the 
consequences of harvest on size and age at maturation. The study also looked at the 
strategy of setting maximum size limits and release of dark Chinook by anglers and 
how this would affect the size and health of returning fish. There are still many 
questions to be answered that will shed light on the future of terminal river fisheries. A 
copy of the full report is available at http://www.dfw.state.or.us/OHRC/committee.asp 
under Meeting Materials for this meeting. 
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Hatchery-related Highlights from American Fisheries Society Meeting 
 
Dr. David Noakes and Ryan Couture were scheduled to attend this meeting. Due to a 
winter storm, Ryan was unable to attend as planned The meeting was held in Bend. 
Jeremiah Psiropoulos, OSU intern, moderated the fish culture session “Changing the 
Culture of Fish Culture: What, Why, How” in Ryan’s absence. He also presented a 
PowerPoint for Ryan showing results from the triploid trout spawning experiment in the 
stream channels. Barry McPherson attended this well-presented talk and several other 
hatchery-related presentations in sessions on “Supplementation Successes and Lessons” 
and “Fish Health”. Some would be good presentations to bring before the AC committee. 
 

Good of the order and adjournment 
 

Chair Barry McPherson asked for any additional discussion. Hearing none, he declared 
the meeting closed. The next meeting of the Advisory Committee will be Wednesday, 
June 8, 2011 at OHRC. 
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