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Facility Issues 
-The big storm is the news for this report.  LOTS of rain, snow and wind made a mess of things at the 

OHRC.  We had over 5” of rain in one day and 10” for a three day period.  Fall Creek rose over 4 feet 

in one day, cresting at 6.8’, as high as it has been since OHRC opened. 

-The storm led to lots of clean-up.  The crew spent weeks cleaning mud out of the trap and intake as 

well as cleaning up logs, sticks and limbs.  What a mess… 

-Western States Electrical assisted with getting our intake back in order.  The photo-sensors that 

operate the cleaning system were miss-adjusted causing the intake cleaning system to not work 

properly.  The sensors were readjusted and the system in back online. 

-DEQ septic system samples were taken for the end of the year.  All samples were within permit 

parameters. 

-The annual fire alarm inspection took place in January.  SecureCom preformed preventative 

maintenance on all of the facilities smoke alarms and various components. 

-After the big storm, the crew dismantled the heat exchangers in the water process room to remove the 

sediment.  All of the sediment plugged the veins in the heat exchanger. 

-The annual crane and hoist inspection took place in February.  US Crane and Hoist performed annual 

preventative maintenance on the intake and fish ladder crane and hoists. 

 

 

Fish Handling/Research Projects 
-OHRC started a CORP funded project “Chinook Surrogates.”  We are working with OSU folks to 1) 

rear hatchery fish that will act as surrogates for wild Chinook and 2) develop experimental rearing 

strategies to determine how to rear hatchery fish that will act like wild Chinook.  We’ll be looking 

effects of rearing density, rearing temperature, feed type, tank type and bare vs. gravel tank bottoms. 

-Doug Curtis kindly delivered Brook Trout eggs from a triploid pressure shock experiment they did at 

Wizard Falls.  We will rear the brookies until they are large enough to get blood samples to test triploid 

induction rates of the different “recipes” used. 

-We hosted a Fish Nutrition Workshop at the end of January.  Ann Gannam and her staff from 

Abernathy Fish Technology Center organized the instruction for the workshop.  Ann is a Fish 

Nutritionist with the USFWS.  In attendance were 14 ODFW hatchery folks, 9 from NW, 3 from HD 



and 2 from NE region.  Also, 2 staff from Fish Health, 2 staff from OSU from the Fish Performance 

and Genetics Lab, and 2 staff from the Nez Perce Tribal Hatchery in Idaho. 

-We spent part of February setting up and experimenting with a low head fish passage device for 

testing.  The device is called a “Swim-Thru Fishway” and was designed to allow fish passage at low 

head obstacles (dams/culverts) without construction of a fish ladder.  We ran three 14hr trials and had 

~30% passage.  We will work with the engineers to work a few bugs out of the system. 

-Sampling took place for all 12 groups of Willamette Chinook for our “Chinook Surrogate” project.  

This project is funded by the USACE and is also taking place at OSU’s Smith Farm and some fish are 

being reared at Willamette Hatchery. 

-We spawned 10 pair of winter steelhead for a research project.  We will incubate steelhead eggs in 4 

water sources and then at swim-up test their water preference or choice.  This is a follow-up to the 

imprinting project we did with Clackamas River Spring Chinook last fall.  Some fish were also be 

utilized for an otolith chemistry project.  Can we distinguish fish otoliths based on rearing water within 

a single facility?  This may eliminate thermal otolith marking in certain cases. 

-We started a Moist Air Incubation (MAI) experiment early in March.  Last year we ran the MAI to 

determine survival rates and differences compared to traditional heath incubation systems.  This 

experiment will evaluate the ability to thermal mark otoliths in steelhead.  The two objectives are 1) 

Determine if the MAI will effectively thermal otoliths mark prior to the “eyed” stage of development in 

winter steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss), and 2) Determine how soon after fertilization otoliths can be 

thermal marked. 

-An adult steelhead telemetry study was started in the Alsea and Nehalem Rivers in December.  Early 

in the season collection was very slow with the low cold water.  In the Alsea, a total of 4 recycled 

steelhead and 6 angler caught steelhead were tagged.  The intent of this study is to determine variation 

in adult steelhead behavior in freshwater as well as migration timing.  The mean “days in river” for all 

tagged fish was 24.4 days with a range of 14-44. 

-To date we have collected a total of 84 wild steelhead and 12 (14%) have been transferred to Alsea 

Fish Hatchery to be used in the Wild Broodstock Program. 

-Adult trap numbers to date are: 

 Chinook Coho Steelhead 
2011-’12 (to date) 131 181 84 wild & 14 hatchery   

(14.3% stray rate) 

2010-’11 (season total) 54 242 83 wild & 6 hatchery 

(6.7% stray rate) 

 

Education and Outreach 
-The Alsea Sportsman Association (ASA) held their monthly stakeholders meeting at the OHRC in 

February.  Many issues were discussed including the radio telemetry project on the Alsea River. 

-Ryan and Joseph attended the Oregon Chapter of the American Fisheries Society Meeting in Eugene.  

Ryan co-chaired the Fish Culture technical session and chaired the Fish Culture Committee Meeting.  

Joseph gave a paper describing the OCAMP project and partnerships with Lincoln County Schools. 

-The 7
th

 grade class from Zion Lutheran visited OHRC.  They did the Quest and dissected fish. 

-A Corvallis Boy Scout troop visited OHRC.  The boys toured the facility, dissected fish and fish at 

Thissel Pond. 

-Ryan assisted Tracy Momoda, from Oregon State University, with a blood collection and sampling lab 

held at the OHRC.  The students were from Alsea High School’s General Biology class. 

-Lori Chamber, a practicum student from Oregon Coast Community College (OCCC), started working 

one day each week at the OHRC in January. 

-The Aquarium Science students from OCCC toured OHRC.  They visited OHRC after spawning 

steelhead at the Alsea Fish Hatchery. 



-The Natural Resources Class from Philomath High School visited OHRC.  They were interested in 

touring the facility and learning about current research projects. 

-Joseph gave a tour to the Mary’s Peak Sierra Club.  The group toured the facility and was interested in 

learning about OHRC research. 

-Ryan gave a tour of the OHRC to Restoration and Enhancement board member and angling guide Jack 

Glass. 

-Joseph gave a tour to the Forestry Science students from Central Oregon Community College in Bend.  

The class was in Eugene for a Forestry Expo and spent one afternoon at the OHRC. 

 

Miscellaneous 
-Ryan attended the Oregon Coast Community College Aquarium Science Program Advisory Meeting.  

Lots of new staff and changes at OCCC as Bruce Koike has accepted the interim President position 

(former Aquarium Science Program Director). 

-Thissel Pond was stock for the first time with 1,000 legal trout.  The crew spent a few days down there 

cleaning up limbs and trees and getting garbage cans in place. 

-Ryan spent a warm, wonderful week of vacation in sunny Mexico.  It was really hard to come back to 

the rain… 

-Ryan finished a draft of the facilities Hatchery Genetic Management Plan (HGMP).  NOAA required 

us to have a HGMP in place to receive coverage for take and research of listed Coho. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


