
DRAFT Minutes 

 

The Oregon Hatchery Research Center (OHRC) 
Advisory Committee 

  
 Date: March 12, 2012 
 Time: 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 Location: Oregon Hatchery Research Center 
  2418 E. Fall Creek Rd. 
  Alsea, OR 97324  
  (541) 487-5510 
 

 

Type of Meeting: Oregon Hatchery Research Center (OHRC) Advisory Committee 

Attendees: 

 
Members: Reese Bender, Dr. Tom Ebert, Tom Gilg, Judy Gordon, Ron Mason, 

Barry McPherson, Dennis Richey, Dave Russel, Laurie Weitkamp, John Wooley,  
Staff:  Bob Buckman, ODFW; Margaret Cleveland, ODFW; Charlie Corrarino, 

ODFW; Ryan Couture, ODFW OHRC; Dr. David Noakes, OSU/ODFW OHRC; 
Joseph O’Neil, ODFW OHRC; Scott Patterson, ODFW; Micki Varney, ODFW 

Guests: Dr. Michael Banks, OSH/MHSC; Eric Billman, OSU; Kathie Dello, OSU; 
Kyle Hanson, USFWS; Jacob Hearron, OSU/HMSC; Doug Peterson, USFWS; 
Christian Smith, USFWS 

Public: Tom Davis 
 

Welcome and Introduction 

 
Chair Barry McPherson called the meeting to order at 9:33. Introductions were done around the table. The 
December 12, 2011 minutes were approved.  
 
A copy of the approved minutes is available at Minutes December 12, 2012.pdf. 
 

OSU-NOAA Futures through CIMRS 

 
Dr. Michael Banks, OSU and HMSC, presented an overview of research and mentoring provided by the 
Corporative Institute for Marine Resources Studies (CIMRS) where he is the Director. This organization 
allows OSU and HMSC to work with a variety of NOAA programs, including NWFSC (Northwest Fish 
Science Center), AFS (Alaska Fish Service) and PMEL (Pacific Marine Environment Laboratory). CIMRS 
has about 40 people with an annual budget of $4-5M and works with 18 cooperative colleges throughout 
the states.  
 
Research includes deep sea volcanos, marine chemistry and benthic ecology, phyto-plankton and zoo-
plankton, ground fish, squid, marine program with acoustics, interface with fishing community, cooperative 
institute for oceanographic satellite studies, key strategic issues and search for synergy. The approach is 
for holistic study of the oceans from multiple disciplines and perspectives. Computer links are now available 
to ocean conditions, creating real time, continuous information.  
 
OHRC could benefit from interaction with other research facilities through CIMRS and NOAA.  
 
A copy of the presentation may be viewed at OSU-NOAA Futures through CIMRS. 
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COMES Marine Fisheries Genomics 

 
Dr Michael Banks of OSU presented a wealth of information on his professorship and work with students 
and their studies, including genetic basis of magnetoreceptors of Chinook salmon that may be used in 
oceanic navigation, mate choice in wild spawning coho salmon, genetic diversity and plasticity in krill fed on 
by salmon, Collaborative Research on Oregon Ocean Salmon with commercial fishermen, and other 
projects.  
 
A copy of the presentation may be viewed at COMES MFG Overview and Current. 

 

Effects of Projected Climate Change on NW Rivers and Ocean 

 
Kathie Dello, OSU, is the Deputy Directory of Oregon’s Climate Service Office and Oregon Climate Change 
Research Institute. She presented an overview of the report she gave to the December 2010 Legislature 
regarding climate change issues in Oregon and the Pacific Coast. 
 
The research covered various decades and centuries depending on parameter being studied, showing 
temperature increases, higher ocean levels, greater ocean wave height, ocean acidification, increased 
ocean temperatures, hypoxic events/algae blooms, vegetation changes, and observed aquatic and terrestrial 
species changes and shifting habitats. Key findings included 16% increase in “very heavy precipitation 
events” and decreased snow pack, increased demands on natural resources, increased fire danger and 
changes in flora and fauna with warmer climates in the northwest. 
 
A copy of the presentation may be viewed at Climate Change and Oregon. 

 

Public Comment 

 
No comment was offered. Discussion continued on climate change and the effects of ocean currents on 
land temperatures. 

 

Changes in Advisory Committee Membership 

 
Charlie Corrarino announced the appointment of Paul Stannard to the Commercial Fisheries representative 
position. He has a 30+ year history in commercial fishing on the Oregon coast and comes very highly 
recommended. 
 
Five member positions are up for renewal/replacement in May. Of these, Judy Gordon representing Federal 
Government and Dr. Wayne Hoffman representing Public-at-Large have indicated they will not be seeking 
renewal. The remaining three, Dr. Tom Ebert representing Science-at-Large, Tom Gilg representing 
Conservation, and Susan Sahnow representing Education K-12 will have the opportunity to request re-
appointment by sending Margaret Cleveland an email stating intent to continue.  
 
The news release has also gone out to the public regarding all five positions, with a close date of March 30. 
The announcement will be made by May 1. All five positions will run May 2012 through April 2015. 
 

Working Lunch – Staff Reports 

 
Outreach and Education – Joseph O’Neil  

Joseph co-presented a paper on outreach and education with Sean Biddel, a teacher from Eddyville 
Charter School, on the cooperative effort of the OHRC and the Lincoln County School District as it 
relates to the Oregon Coast Aquatic and Marine Program. In April he will make a visit to the Astoria 
High School Fisheries Program to work with the students to aid in the design of a conservation 
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hatchery. 
 

Operations Update – Ryan Couture 
Winter 2011-12 has not been kind to OHRC. 17.66” of rain fell in January with 11.77” of it falling 
between the 18th and 21st. Photographs of the flooding, mud, and logs were shown. Clean-up and 
repair is mostly complete. Chinook numbers are a lot higher, coho numbers are lower and winter 
steelhead numbers are similar to last year at the adult fish trap, but with an overall greatly increased 
percentage of hatchery strays among steelhead caught in the trap (14.3% this year).  
 
Ryan’s full reports are available at DRAFT Jan-Mar 12 OHRC Progress Report and OHRC Operations 
Update. 
 

Recognition – Dr. David Noakes 
Dr. Noakes presented recognition to Tom Davis for his years of service on the Advisory Committee 
from 2007 through 2010, thanking him for his dedication and hard work. 
 

Recent Research Projects – Dr. David Noakes  
Dr Noakes continued to participate in education and outreach, applications for research funding, 
research discussions, publications, research presentations at various conferences and active 
involvement in ongoing research projects.  
 
A copy of the presentation may be viewed at OHRC Advisory Committee Research Report. 

 
Chinook Surrogate Project – Dr. David Noakes 

Dr. Noakes presented information on research of wild Chinook surrogate development for use in trials 
of passage through Upper Willamette River Basin reservoirs and dams without using wild juvenile 
Chinook. The OHRC is doing the research cooperatively with the US Corps of Engineers, USGS, 
ODFW, and others at OSU. This research is in line with research being done at OHRC on the 
difference between wild and hatchery stock. Information tracked includes incubation temperature, 
rearing temperature, diet, feeding frequency, density, gravel and cover, trough vs. tank and horizontal 
vs. vertical self-sorting containers as related to morphometrics, fin condition, body condition factor, lipid 
content, liver glycogen, GSI and HIS, brain size, gill ATPase, movement and saltwater tolerance.  
 
A copy of the presentation may be viewed at Wild Spring Chinook Surrogate. 
 

Assessing the Vulnerability of Pacific Region National Fish Hatcheries to Projected Climate Change 

 
Kyle Hanson and Doug Peterson, both of USFWS Abernathy Fish Technology Center, presented 
information on the vulnerability of USFWS’s hatchery system to predictions of climate change in the 
northwest. There are 15 USFWS facilities in the northwest with an annual production of about 60 million 
salmon. They have just completed a study on the Winthrop National Fish Hatchery in Northeast 
Washington that includes facility conditions (flow and temperature) and ecological requirements of the fish 
being reared. Results included predicted increases in growth (due to higher water temperatures) coupled 
with reductions in water availability that may compromise the hatchery’s ability to meet fish production 
targets. There is a potential for increased chronic stress and disease in the hatchery’s fish. The next 
facility to be reviewed in this process is Quilcene National Fish Hatchery on the Olympic Peninsula.  
 
A copy of the presentation may be viewed at Assessing the Vulnerability of NFH's to Climate Change. 

 

Facility Tour with Emphasis on Flood & Wind Damage, Actual and Potential 

 
This tour was cancelled due to heavy rain at the time of the tour. Ryan Couture provided pictures of the 
February flood event during his staff report. 
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Good of the order and adjournment 

 
The chair thanked Judy Gordon for her seven years of dedication and hard work with the Advisory 
Committee. She has been one of the most supportive members from the beginning of the facility. 
 
With no other business to cover, Barry closed the meeting at 2:40 p.m. The next meeting will be on 
Monday, June 11, 2012 at OHRC. 
 

 


