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I am the Deputy Assistant Regional Director for the Fisheries Program in the Pacific Region of 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). In this position, I provide support and guidance to 

the Service fisheries program, whose responsibilities focus primarily on conservation, 

mitigation, restoration and recovery of fish species. With 25 fishery field stations located 

throughout the Pacific Northwest, the Service conducts valuable field research and continues to 

review its operations for program improvements. One example of program review includes the 

USFWS Hatchery Review process recently completed for all of the federal hatchery programs in 

the Columbia and Snake River Basins.  

For the past several years, I have been involved in the implementation of the Hatchery Review 

recommendations. Confounding the implementation are the fiscal realities facing many of 

these facilities. However, working alongside the states, tribes and partners often provides 

insight and new ways to meet these implementation challenges. My interest as a member of 

the advisory board is to share new technologies and facility efficiencies that the Service is 

investigating, while gaining insight into what other agencies, states, tribes and board members, 

are researching as well.  

In addition to the Hatchery Review process, the Service is taking a proactive role in climate 

change and has initiated vulnerability assessments for all of the federal hatchery facilities.  New 

technologies and/or efficiencies that enable us to streamline processes, such as energy savings, 

water management and water use /recirculation technologies are some of the areas  the 

Service is currently investigating and piloting at several facilities in the Pacific Northwest region.  

Finally, the Oregon Hatchery Research Center (OHRC) provides an opportunity to understand 

new scientific developments that support the persistence and sustainability of listed species 

such as the Pacific Lamprey. The Service has recently developed a conservation plan for the 

recovery of pacific lamprey in order to reduce declining populations. We are now looking at 

ways to move this plan into the implementation phase and are interested in sharing our 

research and understanding what is being done with research around the region and through 

the OHRC. 


