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I am a retired scientist (PhD organic chemistry) from a varied 38-year career in the oil industry, medical 

diagnostics and polymer science.  About twelve years ago, while still employed I became involved as a 

volunteer and board member of several NGOs dedicated to fish and wildlife issues with emphasis on fish 

and watershed restoration and protection.  Since retirement in 2010, I now volunteer full time for 

several organizations that are working on watershed issues.  I am a board member of the Long Tom 

Watershed Council and McKenzie Fly Fishers, both in Eugene OR.  I am on the Executive Committee of 

Many Rivers Group of the Sierra Club in Eugene, and Wild Trout Inc, Bozeman MT.   

 

I do not have formal training in fisheries science, but through my volunteer work I have walked many 

streams, captured and tagged many fish and attended numerous conferences on watersheds, river 

hydrology and fisheries biology.  I feel that I have acquired a lot of practical knowledge from these 

experiences.  I am an experienced fly fisher and want to do all I can to preserve our fisheries for future 

generations, and I believe that we must develop best practices for protecting our wild fish.  

 

Fish propagation in hatcheries was invented in the 1800s and has evolved over the years as a method to 

mitigate against the destructive effect of dams, industrial development and water diversions on fish 

habitat.  In some instances, hatchery fish are all that is left of historical wild populations of resident and 

anadromous cold-water species.  They represent an important component of the sport and commercial 

fishing industry, and thus support important industries supplying both food and recreation.   Artificial 

propagation has been used to preserve certain fish species from extinction.  Although policies vary from 

state to state (Montana ceased stocking rivers and now only stocks lakes), hatcheries are embedded in 

our fisheries management practices and are generally popular with the public.   Despite their success in 

replenishing depleted fisheries, it is well known that fish raised in captivity are poorly adapted for 

success in the wild, and more importantly, if not properly controlled they can reduce the remaining wild 

fish populations through competition for resources and interbreeding.  Therefore, I believe we must 

learn how to make hatcheries better and that is why the OHRC and its programs are important. 

 

The people that I represent have a wide range of opinions on hatcheries.  One activist that I know refers 

to hatchery fish as ‘hatchery pukes’.  This individual would like to see hatcheries eliminated entirely, and 

he is not the only one.  Others have some pretty serious criticisms on how hatcheries are managed; for 

instance, they complain that ODFW has clear directives to manage hatcheries for minimal interference 

with wild fish, but simply ignore these rules and never carry out the necessary actions.  There are 

general complaints about massive stocking of certain rivers with hatchery fish without regard to 

remnants of wild fish just to boost the fishery, possibly in violation of the Endangered Species Act.  As a 

consequence, these actions are now subject to litigation.  On the supporting side, many others favor 



planting fish in areas where the public, especially young people, can enjoy the experience of fishing.  

These folks regard hatcheries as a force for good, providing much needed fishing resources for the 

public. 

 

I have a challenge.  My goal is to communicate in plain language the significant science that the Center is 

working on to improve hatchery practices throughout the state.   My deep involvement in the fishing 

and watersheds community will give me the opportunity to inform and educate my constituents of the 

sincere efforts of the Center to make hatcheries work better and to decrease the negative effects on 

wild fish.  I also am asking my constituents, (there are many who are very well informed) to write to me 

concerning the role of hatcheries in the future of our fisheries and how they believe hatcheries should 

be managed to enhance public fishing opportunities with minimal damage to wild fish stocks.   I would 

hope to present some of these opinions from time to time to the Committee.      

 


