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I am a retired professional engineer having worked over 35 years in the heavy truck industry.  In the last 

two decades of that career my spare time became more dedicated to sport fishing and issues that 

surround it.  Fishing became a passion and the issues affecting the availability and quality of this activity 

grew in importance and involvement.   

 

My background in fisheries has been entirely as a volunteer.  As a member of the Association of 

Northwest Steelheaders (ANWS) I was introduced to volunteering for stream surveys, habitat 

restoration, volunteer hatchery and acclimation programs, and public education.  I was appointed to the 

Salmon Trout Advisory Committee by Governor Kitzhaber and then appointed for a second term by 

Governor Kulongoski.  I have been on the Save Our wild Salmon Coalition board of directors for the past 

decade and on the board of the ANWS longer than that.   

 

Hatcheries are important to a consumptive sport (and commercial) fishery because of reduced habitat 

and habitat productivity driven by human activity that cannot be entirely reversed.  Concerns about 

hatcheries negative impact on wild native fish production have been heard by the public.  While many 

changes have already addressed these concerns, it is still important to identify and find solutions for any 

remaining negative impacts.  This will move us toward the benefits of efficient hatchery production 

while minimizing any negative impact they may have on natural production of our native fish.  

 

The public at large values our sport and commercial fishery heritage and current social and economic 

importance, but they actually know very little about it beyond the headlines.  One of my objectives is to 

expand the understanding of the continuing evolution of our hatcheries and the roll the Hatchery 

Research Center has had and will have in that evolution.  My background includes public outreach, 

successfully explaining such facts in plain language in such media as organization newsletters, 

magazines, news papers, and as a guest on local TV and radio shows.    

 

As the ANWS Government Affairs Director, I have seen firsthand how difficult the task of distributing 

meager state funds to all agencies in service of Oregon’s citizens.  Our hatcheries, along with all other 

natural resource expenditures need advocates to explain their importance and protect their funding.  

What I learn from the Oregon Hatchery Research Center will make me a better advocate, helping better 

educate our legislators as well as constituents to the details and implications of budget and other 

legislative actions. 

 

 

 


