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The Oregon Hatchery Research Center (OHRC) 
Advisory Committee 

  
 Date: December 10, 2012 
 Time: 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
 Location: ODFW Camp Adair Office 
  7118 NE Vandenberg Ave 
  Corvallis, OR 97330  
  (541) 757-4186 
 

 

Type of Meeting: Oregon Hatchery Research Center (OHRC) Advisory Committee 
OHRC Advisory 
Committee Members: 

Members:  Reese Bender, Dr. Michael Brinkley, Dr. Thomas Ebert, 
Doug Hunt, Ron Mason, Barry McPherson, Dennis Richey, Norm Ritchie, 
Dave Russel,  Paul Stannard, Stan Van de Wetering, Laurie Weitkamp,  
John Wooley 
 

Staff: David Noakes, Ryan Couture, Joseph O’Neil, Charlie Corrarino, Scott 
Patterson, Michelle Varney, Bob Buckman, Manny Farinas, Marc 
Johnson, Tom Friesen, Matt Frank, Kevin Goodson, Ben Clemens, 
Heather Thomas 

Guests: Amelia Whitcomb, OSU 
Public: Tom Davis, Nancy MacHugh 

Welcome and Introduction 

 
 Chair Stan Van de Wetering called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM. Introductions were done around 

the table.  Members Ruth McDonald and Julie Collins were absent and excused from the meeting.  
The September 17, 2012 minutes were approved.  
 

OHRC AC Mission Outreach:  AC Members Reports 

 
 Norman E. Ritchie – Representing Science-at-large.  Mr. Ritchie retired as a professional engineer 

8 years ago.  His background in fisheries has been entirely as a volunteer, as a member of the 
Association of NW Steelheaders, Salmon Trout Advisory Committee, and the Save Our Wild 
Salmon Coalition board of directors.  He plans to use what he learns from the OHRC to advocate 
and educate legislators as well as constituents to the details and implications of budget and 
legislative actions.       
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Alsea Basin Steelhead Genetics 

 
 Michael Banks gave an update on the study “Population Structuring Among Steelhead of the Alsea 

Basin”.  Twelve populations (715 individuals) were tested for genetics.  These populations were 
taken from within the Alsea Basin from Drift Creek, North Fork Alsea, Five Rivers, Lobster Creek, 
and Fall Creek, and from outside the Alsea Basin from Ten Mile Creek, and Cummins Creek. The 
conclusion was that although most pairwise Fst tests for population samples within the Alsea are 
determined statistically significant, they question whether the distinction has biological meaning. 
 
The presentation can be viewed at: Population Structuring Among Steelhead of the Alsea Basin 

 
 

Coastal Multi-Species Conservation and Management Plan 

 
 Kevin Goodson briefed the group on where ODFW is headed with the Coastal Multi-Species Plan.  

This plan is different than past plans in that it doesn’t cover any listed species and focuses on 
hatchery and harvest management.  The initial technical work was done prior to engaging 
stakeholders.  The plan will cover six different Species Management Units: Fall Chinook, Spring 
Chinook, Chum, Winter Steelhead, Summer Steelhead, and Coastal Cutthroat Trout.  They are 
currently reviewing feedback on a strawman from stakeholders.  Next steps Include a meeting to 
discuss a draft portfolio (January) followed by a final a portfolio product that will be presented to the 
stakeholder group.  The draft plan is expected to be completed by April.  There will then be a 
review process for stakeholders and the public before taking the final plan to the Oregon Fish and 
Wildlife Commission for adoption (hopefully in August/September). 
 
Presentation can be viewed at: Coastal Multi-Species Conservation and Management Plan 
 

 

Outcomes of Otolith Workshop  

 
 Ben Clemens – There was an Otolith Workshop held October 25-26 at the OHRC.  There were 50 

attendees from ODFW, universities, tribes, and federal agencies.  There were 6 speakers that were 
invited to give presentations on their respective areas of expertise.  The workshop was well 
received by all participants.   
 
A report with details of the workshop and a brief synopses of each of the presentations can be 
viewed at: Summary Report for Proceedings of the Otolith Workshop 

 
 

Public Comment 

 
 No public comment 

 

Working Lunch-Staff Reports 

 
 Joseph O’Neil – gave a brief outreach and education overview of what has been happening at the 

OHRC.  The Fall Festival went well; they had approximately 90 participants this year, a lot of which 
seemed to be new participants.  They hosted a class of 120 3rd graders from Newport Elementary 
School, who were learning the differences between a healthy stream and an unhealthy stream. 
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 Ryan Couture – gave an update on the Moist Air Incubation (MAI).  They tested the MAI to evaluate 

the effect of incubation density on embryo loss, hatching success, and early development; and to 
determine if the MAI will effectively mark thermal otoliths prior to the “eyed” stage of development. 
Presentation can be viewed at: Moist Air Incubation 

 
He also gave an update on the OHRC triploid experiments from 2007 – present.  Presentation can 
be viewed at: OHRC Triploid Experiments 2007-present 

 
 David Noakes – Gave an update on recent research projects and education and outreach activities 

that he has been involved in.  Presentation can be viewed at: OHRC Research Report 
 

 

Coho Mate Choice Research 

 
 Amelia Whitcomb, OSU – gave a presentation Mate Choice of Wild Spawning Coho Salmon in the 

Umpqua River, Oregon. The objectives of her research project were (1) test for evidence of mate 
choice (i.e. non-random mating) based on immune gene diversity, and (2) test for correlation 
between immune gene diversity and reproductive success.  
 
Presentation can be viewed at: Mate choice of wild spawning coho salmon in the Umpqua River 
 

 

Good of the order and adjournment 

 
 The meeting schedule for 2013 was set; meetings will be held the second Monday of every third 

month, March 11, 2013 (OHRC), June 10, 2013 (OHRC), September 9, 2013 (OHRC), and 
December 9, 2013 (ODFW Corvallis). 

 
 Chair Stan Van de Wetering closed the meeting at 2:35 p.m. The next meeting will be held on March 

11, 2013 at OHRC. 
 

 


