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The Oregon Hatchery Research Center (OHRC) 

Board Meeting Minutes 
  

 Date: September 13, 2016 
 Time: 9:00 a.m. to 1:50 p.m. 
 Location: OHRC 
  

 

Type of Meeting: Oregon Hatchery Research Center (OHRC) Board 

OHRC Board Members: Lindsay Ball (not present), Brad Halverson, Steve Jacobs (not present), Bruce 

McIntosh (not present), Mark Newell (not present), Cam Parry, Chuck Pavlik, 

Les Perkins (not present), Carl Schreck (not present), Jack Smith (not present), 

Kyle Smith (not present),  Gary Soderstrom (not present), Scott Starkey, Stan 
van de Wetering 

ODFW Staff: Kerrie Tarkinton, Kevin Goodson, Joseph O’Neil, Alex Powell 

OSU Staff: David Noakes, Michael Banks, Michael Blouin 

Public: Carl Finley, Michelle Scanlan, Neil Thompson, Kate Self, Myriam Kamran, 
Amanda Pollock, Amber Paige 

Introductions and Opening Remarks 

Cam Parry  
Welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for coming.   
 
Reminder that the West Coast Salmon Summit is scheduled for September 26th-28th at the Seven Feathers 
Casino Resort in Canyonville, Oregon. Dr. David Noakes will present on behalf of the OHRC during the 
closing session on the afternoon of September 28th. Brad Halverson, Cam Parry, Scott Starkey and Oregon 
State Representative Wayne Krieger will also attend. 
 
Discussed the project to redesign the Cow Creek Coho Salmon facility. This project is utilizing science that 
came from the work at the OHRC in the design of this facility.  
  
Approval of Board meeting minutes from June 7, 2016 
Approval of June 7, 2016 Board meeting minutes was suspended for this meeting due to lack of a quorum.   

OHRC Board Updates 

Chuck Pavlik 
Is working with Ruth McDonald and Joseph O’Neil on a draft request for funding letter for the upcoming 
school year. The plan is to submit the request to all of the forestry industry partners who were such great 
supporters last year.                                       
 
Chuck shared an email from Weyerhaeuser Company which was sent in response to the thank you letter sent 
on behalf of the OHRC for the support that the company provided for the egg to fry aquarium project. 
 
The email said that the photos, thank you cards and drawings from the children who participated in the 
program were passed around at a recent Weyerhaeuser Board meeting. Everyone in the meeting was very 
pleased to see the result of what their funding provided.  
 
The Education Outreach plan for this school year is to facilitate school field trips at the OHRC every Tuesday 
in May. Chuck encouraged everyone to try to participate in at least one field trip day. 
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Cam Parry 
Discussed the City of Oakland's current water source/intake is being severely compromised due to continuing 
sediment issues. They are looking at the possibility of an alternative plan that might include off-site water 
storage and a marsh infiltration treatment system for their wastewater, which would create both Coho and 
wildlife habitat. 
 
Wayne Krieger is working on a community based effort to secure funding for an extensive sediment study of 
the Lower Rogue. It would determine principle sediment sources and volume, and look at the potential for 
designing natural solutions that could reduce sediment flows and volume. 
 
Cam asked some of the visitors to introduce themselves.  
Amber Paige is an intern from Mount Hood Community College who is working at the OHRC. 
 
Myriam Kamran is a postdoctoral research student from Bowling Green State University in Ohio who will be 
working on the Olfactory Imprinting and Homing research project at the OHRC. 
 
Kate Self a research student at Oregon State University who recently visited Professor Hiroshi Ueda in Japan 
to do research and testing on brains, genetics and behaviors on frozen fish heads she took with her from 
Oregon.   
 
David Noakes 
Provided an update on the status of hiring the State Fisheries Geneticist. The hiring panel has narrowed the 
list of candidates to 9 from the diverse international pool of applicants. A short list of final applicants will be 
invited to give a public presentation prior to the final selection. David will communicate the presentation 
schedule as soon as the plans are finalized. 
 
Marc Johnson, a trained ODFW Geneticist continues to work in that role part time until the permanent 
Geneticist is on board.  
 
Kevin Goodson 
Provided a handout of current the OHRC budget income and expenditures. The revenue is just as was 
expected and the expenses will start to increase as expected with the hiring of postdoctoral researchers in 
the coming months.  A budget update will be provided at each quarterly OHRC Board meeting.  
 
Joseph O’Neil discussed the upcoming Fall Festival which takes place annually the first Saturday in 
November. This is the 8th year that the OHRC has participated and will have local artists on hand to facilitate 
natural world art workshops. Joseph said that they open this event up to the communities that are local to the 
OHRC first including Alsea and Waldport, then to the other surrounding communities if there is space 
available.  

OHRC Research Project Updates 

David Noakes and Michael Banks 
Provided a presentation on the Olfactory Imprinting and Homing research projects being conducted at the 
OHRC.  
 
David discussed Y maze testing done at the OHRC recently on fish who had already returned to their 
respective home hatcheries on the Alsea or Fall Creek. They tested with water from those sources in either 
side of the maze to see if the fish would again return to their home water source and if a single fish or group 
of fish would have the same results. Further testing will be done using this methodology.  
 
David discussed the Port Orford Research Station as a place for people doing research in that region to stay. 
The facility is essentially a miniature remote marine research station. 
 
David will be taking water samples from the Elk River for testing during the week of October 3rd. He will be 
using the two independent testing labs with blind tests and spiked tests to see if the results from different 
types of lab testing result in the same profile.   
 
Michael gave an update on the H/W Fitness and Mate Choice Report.  
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Michael discussed the potential for future eDNA tests and what that type of testing could mean to researchers 
and conservation efforts of ODFW and others. The REDD group at ODFW is also currently working on eDNA 
calibration tests. 
 
Michael discussed his recruitment efforts for postdoctoral researcher to participate in the current and future 
research projects. He has 3 top candidates, one of which has accepted and will begin working on projects 
and data reviews within the next few weeks.   
 
Michael also shared his plans to try to secure funding through a National Science Foundation (NSF) grant to 
fund the employment of a second postdoctoral researcher.  
 
Michael Blouin 
Presented an update on the research project that he, Neil Thompson and Mike Garvin are working on related 
to differences caused by hatchery rearing. They are trying to identify if the size of the release family at time of 
release correlates to the survival rate of the fish.  They found no main effect on Alsea stock and will repeat 
the tests next year with Wilson River stock to see if the results are the same.  
 
Michael and the researchers from his lab also have plans in the works to do a saltwater challenge with the 
swim fish that they are rearing to see if this method has any correlation to their ability to successfully make it 
out to sea.  

OHRC Outreach Plan Update 

Kevin Goodson  
At the last meeting the Board identified 4 target audiences for whom the OHRC message would need to 
reach. Students, anglers, Oregon State Legislators and the general public. After speaking with Rick Hargrave 
from the ODFW Information and Education (I&E) department he recommended scientists as a 5th target 
audience. 
 
Rick also recommended starting off by creating a 30 second elevator speech that could quickly provide any of 
these populations with a summary of what the OHRC is doing.  
 
Rick also said that the I&E department could assist with creating the vehicle with which to share the message 
once the Board agreed on the messaging.  
 
There was a group discussion about different types of messaging and opportunities of where to share the 
message of the OHRC. 
 
Brad offered to take a PowerPoint type presentation to the different associations and sportsman groups he is 
a member of and share the message there.  
 
There was also discussion of adding signage on Hwy 34 to welcome the public to visit and inform them what 
the OHRC is doing to perk interest and get them to stop for a visit.  
 
Joseph is going to collect the presentations, photographs and other materials that the OHRC has used to 
present in the past and send them to Rick and the I&E department to use when creating future messaging.  

Public Comment 

No public comment 

Closing Remarks 

Cam Parry 
Thank you to our guests and to everyone for another great meeting. At our December meeting we will 
discuss future meeting dates and required participation by Board members per the OHRC Advisory Board 
Bylaws.  

Adjourn 
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Meeting was adjourned at 1:50 pm.  

 


