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The Oregon Hatchery Research Center (OHRC) 
Board Meeting Minutes 

  
 Date: February 6, 2018 
 Time: 9:09am – 2:22pm  
 Location: SWWDO – Corvallis, OR 
  

 

Type of Meeting: Oregon Hatchery Research Center (OHRC) Board 
OHRC Board 
Members: 

Dwight Collins, Brad Halverson, Maureen Hess, Craig Busack (not present), 
Steve Jacobs, Bruce McIntosh, Cam Parry, Chuck Pavlik, Carl Schreck, Jack 
Smith, Kyle Smith, Scott Starkey, Lindsay Ball, Ted Simon  

ODFW Staff: Kevin Goodson, Kerrie Tarkinton, Joseph O’Neil, Scott Patterson, Ryan Couture, 
Marc Johnson 

OSU Staff and 
Collaborators: 

David Noakes, Michael Banks, Michael Blouin, Michael Garvin, Heather Auld 

Public: Carl Finley, Jim Myron, Deb Conrad 

Introductions and Opening Remarks 
Cam Parry 
Welcomed everyone and called the first meeting of 2018 to order. 
Cam asked if there were any guests in attendance to be introduced. 
 
Jim Myron, Michael Banks, Michael Garvin, Michael Blouin, Heather Auld and Carl Finley were introduced 
and welcomed.  
 
Approval of Board Meeting Minutes from November 14, 2017 
Cam Parry asked for a motion to approve the November 14, 2017 meeting minutes. 
 
Scott Starkey motioned to approve, Lindsay Ball seconded the motion.  
Motion passed unanimously 10:0. 

OHRC Board Updates 
Chuck Pavlik 
Discussed the OHRC Education Outreach Program. Chuck is just starting to meet with local schools to see 
who will be participating in the program this spring.  
 
Chuck also discussed the idea of a webinar or distance learning opportunity at the OHRC. Chuck’s idea is to 
share what the OHRC has to offer with school aged children across the state, country or even around the 
world using distance learning video technology.  Bruce noted that the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife at 
OSU is a leader in distance learning and suggested that we tap into their expertise. David and Chuck have 
met with Selina Heppell, Department Head, Professor of Fisheries to discuss a potential partnership 
opportunity. 
 
Scott Starkey 
Scott gave a Coos County Step Commission update. The Commission owns Morgan Creek Hatchery which 
is located on 40 acres of land and includes a home for a caretaker. Scott is on the Board of Directions for the 
Commission and acts as a liaison between the OHRC and the Commission sharing information on research 
happening at the OHRC. The Commission utilizes hundreds of volunteers throughout the year to help with 
events and hatchery management.  
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Lindsay Ball 
Lindsay challenged the Board and ODFW to restore Sockeye Salmon to Wallowa Lake. Sockeye have been 
extinct from the lake since sometime around 1904.    
 
Lindsay said that he would also like to see the Cutthroat Trout in the Willamette Valley receive some more 
attention. The Cutthroat Trout is listed as a sensitive species in some portions of the state.  
 
Lindsay also asked the Board and ODFW to work to restore the historic numbers of fish to the Owyhee and 
Powder Rivers. We have the technology to return fish to these rivers but need to work on passage. 
 
Cam Parry   
Cam provided an update on the Coquille restoration site. Kyle recently visited the site with Cam. The 
restoration project has been very successful and the Coquille Wildlife Area has been so busy with visitors that 
they aren’t able keep enough free passes at the parking lot kiosk.  
 
Cam also noted that they have just completed scoping on the Lower Sixes River where there has been a lot 
of erosion on very important Coho, Chinook and Steelhead habitat.  
   
Douglas Timber Operators has hired a new Executive Director, Matt Hill. Matt is very committed to fisheries 
and natural resource issues so he is likely to be a good partner for this Board and for the OHRC. 
 
Cam announced that the April 3rd meeting will be his last as an OHRC Board member. Cam has committed to 
working on several big projects over the next year and will be leaving the Board to dedicate his time to those 
projects. 
 
Cam welcomed the newest Board member Ted Simon and his partner Deb Conrad to the Board and to the 
meeting. Ted is a Hazelnut farmer from the McMinnville area, he is part of the Nut Grower’s Society and is a 
long time Blacksmith and metal artist. 
 
Kevin Goodson 
Kevin provided a brief update of the OHRC quarterly financials. The passing of HB 2266 requires that the 
Board be provided with a quarterly report so a report will be provided once per quarter going forward.  There 
was some Board discussion about how closely the current budget was forecasted and if Kevin and Bruce felt 
this trend would continue. The forecasted amount depends greatly on annual license sales and with poor 
ocean conditions predicted for the near future the fish runs may continue to be down which may affect license 
sales. The OHRC ended the last biennium with about $300k in funds which was rolled over for research 
thanks to the passing of HB 2266. We should be moving forward with research projects but continue to be 
conservative with spending and leverage grant dollars.  
 
Kevin also announced that the R & E Grant that he had applied for to support the Tagging and Telemetry 
study at the Elk River had been granted for just under $100,000. This grant will be used to purchase radio 
tags and facilitate the tracking study. 
 
Kevin told the Board that Craig Busack has agreed to come back on the Board as a non-voting member and 
the Federal Government Agency representative replacing Charlene Hurst. As Cam mentioned earlier in the 
meeting, Ted Simon has joined the Board representing the Agriculture Industry.  
 
These appointments leave one remaining position to fill on the board, the position representing the Columbia 
River Gillnet Salmon Fishery. There was some Board discussion about the difficulties recruiting for that 
position and some ideas were shared on where the Board may look to find someone to fill the position. 
 
Kevin announced to the Board that after a 35 year career with ODFW he plans to retire at the end of May. 
The April 3rd meeting will be Kevin’s last meeting supporting the Board. Marc Johnson will take Kevin’s place 
picking up his current Board related activities beginning in June. 
 
Joseph O’Neil 
Joseph provided a staffing update for the OHRC facility. The Sr. Hatchery Technician will be out for some 
time to heal from elbow surgery and the Hatchery Technician position was recently vacated. Joseph has 
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hired a temporary employee to assist with daily duties at the OHRC until fully staffed. Interviews for the 
Technician position are scheduled for the week of February 19th and Joseph hopes to be fully staffed again 
by the April 1, 2018. 

OHRC Board Chair/Vice Chair Election 

Cam Parry 
At the November meeting Chuck Pavlik expressed interest in continuing in the vice chair positon on the 
Board. The Board approved the appointment of Chuck to vice chair by acclimation.  
 
Brad Halverson and Kyle Smith have expressed interest in being co-chairs of the Board. 
The Board approved the appointment of both Brad and Kyle as co-chairs by acclimation. 

OHRC Work Plan 2018 Discussion 

Brad Halverson 
A take away for Brad when he volunteered to be on the Board was HB 3441 which chartered the Board. In 
Section 3 of the bill it says that it is the Board’s duty to establish strategic directions and operational 
objectives for the OHRC.  This Board is very good at outreach and fundraising but Brad feels they have failed 
on implementation and noted that ODFW has great interest in taking the science to the field.  
 
Brad said that half of the Board, ODFW and OSU staff are interested in the process while the other half which 
are private citizen are interested in results. 
 
Brad’s focus at co-chair will be working with people like Scott Patterson to implement changes based on the 
scientific findings that come out of the OHRC research. Brad said that if Scott has something tangible that he 
can put in his hands, he will implement. 
 
Brad made a request of the Board and would like everyone to come prepared to the April 3rd meeting with 
response to his request. His request is for the each of the Board members to identify what kind of 
functionality would they like to see the Board have in 2018 in the following areas Funding, Research, 
Outreach and Implementation. 
 
Brad has also proposed that the OHRC Board meetings be held at a more central location such as Salem. He 
proposed that one meeting per year be held at the OHRC, most likely the summer date when the driving 
weather is generally good.   
 
Kyle Smith 
Kyle talked about HB 3441 Section 3 Sub Section 6 which says in part that it is the duty of the Board to report 
the findings of research projects carried out by the OHRC and make any recommendations regarding current 
hatchery management practices based on the research projects. 
 
Kevin Goodson 
Kevin discussed the recent implementation at the Elk River Hatchery of using river water instead of well water 
for incubation as part of the Olfactory and Imprinting study findings. The team who will be implementing the 
Tagging and Telemetry project on the Elk River will also be studying whether or not changing the incubation 
water actually makes a difference.  
 
Some of the current studies happening at the OHRC may be 10 years from implementation.  
 
Chuck Pavlik 
Chuck discussed the studies done on raceways which indicate that the metal used to reinforce the concrete 
may affect the fishes homing abilities. Chuck asked why we couldn’t implement a new type of raceway in just 
one hatchery to see if is actually successful, then move on to others if the theory is proven to be accurate. 

Briefing on Potential Fall Creek Slide 

Jill Bell and Susan Shaw from Weyerhaeuser provided the Board with an update on the status of the land 
slide that is on Weyerhaeuser property upstream from the OHRC. 
 
The slide is a mid-slope failure that encompasses about 35 acres of mature timber.  
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Weyerhaeuser worked with Lincoln County Emergency Management to establish a reverse 911 notification 
plan for the residence of the Fall Creek Valley. They are looking for partnership and support to establish a 
real time evacuation alert system for the residence and for the OHRC staff based on any geological 
movement at the slide area. Weyerhaeuser has removed culverts to allow unrestricted water flow and has 
closed the unstable Ridgetop Road for safety. 
 
The Board offered recommendation of potential partners to contact who would likely be able to help 
Weyerhaeuser in their efforts to alert and protect those downstream from a potential dam burst flood event if 
it were to occur.  
 
Since the Board meeting, the Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) has communicated with Weyerhaeuser 
on the slide.  According to ODF, Weyerhaeuser is responsible for installing movement sensors with 
connection to a satellite phone for automatic notification to the OHRC and downstream landowners of any 
significant movement. 
 

OHRC Research Project Updates 

Heather Auld 
Heather provided a mate choice study update. 
 
We (Auld, Noakes and Banks) have completed a review entitled ‘Advancing studies in salmonid mate choice 
and other polyploids’. This has been submitted to Reviews in Fish Biology and Fisheries for publication 
consideration and peer review.  
 
We have sent a letter of inquiry to the Walton Foundation, who fund work supporting healthy, sustainable 
fisheries. We plan on submitting further proposals to NOAA (March 2, 2018) and NSF (February 2019). 
 
Michael Blouin  
Michael provided an update on Wilson River stock study.  Due to a larger hatchery program (more adults 
needed) and expected low adult returns this winter, another source of wild broodstock is being sought to 
allow all planned experiments to move forward this year. 
 
During the course of the study there were some disease outbreaks among the fish in the study. Michael is 
working to determine if there was a family effect among the fish that contracted the different diseases.  
 
Michael is now planning a vertical sorting experiment as part of the study. 
 
David Noakes 
David provided an update on the Olfactory Imprinting and Homing study.  
 
The study is using arginine exposed fish at the OHRC to determine when during rearing fall Chinook imprint 
on their natal water.  Fish are also being sampled at Elk River hatchery for signs that they are imprinting to 
compare with the arginine-exposed fish. 
 
After the meeting, David provided the agenda and attendance information for the Cow Creek Acclimation 
Workshop that was held at the OHRC November 15-16, 2017. That information will be sent to the Board for 
review along with the draft minutes.  

Public Comment 

No public comment  

Science and Review 

Marc Johnson  
Marc hosted a discussion about a published paper on Epigenetics and Hatchery Coho titled “Parallel 
epigenetic modifications induced by hatchery rearing in a Pacific salmon”. 
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Marc provided an overview of the paper and the Board had a discussion about the findings in the study. 
 
The scientists who wrote the paper tested an alternative hypothesis, that captive rearing induces epigenetic 
reprogramming, by comparing genome-wide patterns of methylation and variation at the DNA level in 
hatchery-reared Coho salmon with those of their wild counterparts in two geographically distant rivers. They 
found a highly significant proportion of epigenetic variation explained by the rearing environment that was as 
high as the one explained by the river of origin. 
 
The board discussed some of the methods and sample sizes used for this study and felt that more work and 
additional studies would need to be done to prove the theory and determine the mechanisms causing 
epigenetic changes.  

Closing Remarks 

Cam Parry 
Cam thanked the Board members for all of their accomplishments and hard work over the past four years 
while he has been Board chair and thanked everyone for a great meeting.  

Adjourn 

Meeting was adjourned at 2:22pm. 
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