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Lower Columbia Chum
Existing Populations
This SMU consists of seven historic populations which are extinct (Table 85). This conclusion is
supported by spawning surveys from the past several years. Ollerenshaw (2001) reported on
chum spawner surveys from throughout the lower Columbia from the Youngs to the Columbia
River Gorge tributaries. In 2001, after 79 surveys in 27 streams, no live or dead chum, and no
chum redds were observed. In 2000, only one chum was observed in the South Fork Klaskanine
River, and in 1999, more limited sampling yielded two live chum and one dead chum. A limited
number of chum are captured at the Big Creek hatchery trap each year. Between 1990 and 2004,
zero to 27 fish have been trapped annually. It has been proposed that recent chum returns to
Oregon tributaries are simply stray chum returning as part of healthier runs to Washington
tributaries to the lower Columbia.
Loss or severe degradation of estuarine and lower river habitat has been implicated as a major
cause for the extinction of chum runs in the lower Columbia River tributaries of Oregon.
Table 85. Population list and existence status for the Lower Columbia Chum SMU.
Exist
No
No

Population
Youngs
Big

No

Clatskanie

No

Scappoose

No
No
No

Clackamas
Sandy
Gorge

Lower Columbia Chum

Description
Youngs Bay tributaries.
Big Creek basin plus other Columbia River tributaries from Mill to (and
including) Hunt Creek.
Clatskanie River basin plus Columbia River tributaries downstream to
include Plympton Creek and upstream to include Beaver Creek.
Scappoose Creek basin plus Columbia River tributaries downstream to
Goble Creek and upstream to mouth of Willamette River.
Clackamas River basin.
Sandy River basin.
Lower portions of all Columbia River tributaries upstream from the
Willamette to (and including) Herman Creek.
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Youngs – Lower Columbia Chum

The Youngs chum population is functionally extinct. Chum spawner surveys in the lower Columbia
SMU in 1999-2001 showed that very few if any chum return to basins within the SMU. It is believed
that fish that do return to this basin are actually strays from healthier runs to Washington tributaries of
the lower Columbia. While much of the historical habitat is still accessible, the quality of the available
habitat has been greatly reduced.
Assessment Outcome
Existence
Fail

Distribution
--

Lower Columbia Chum

Abundance
--

Productivity
--

Independence
--

Hybridization
--
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Big – Lower Columbia Chum

The Big chum population is functionally extinct. Chum spawner surveys in the lower Columbia SMU in
1999-2001 showed that very few if any chum return to basins within the SMU. It is believed that fish
that do return to this basin are actually strays from healthier runs to Washington tributaries of the lower
Columbia. While much of the historical habitat is still accessible, the quality of available habitat has
been greatly reduced.
Assessment Outcome
Existence
Fail

Distribution
--

Lower Columbia Chum

Abundance
--

Productivity
--

Independence
--

Hybridization
--
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Clatskanie – Lower Columbia Chum

The Clatskanie chum population is functionally extinct. Chum spawner surveys in the lower Columbia
SMU in 1999-2001 showed that very few if any chum return to basins within the SMU. It is believed
that fish that do return to this basin are actually strays from healthier runs to Washington tributaries of
the lower Columbia. While much of the historical habitat is still accessible, the quality of available
chum habitat has been greatly degraded.
Assessment Outcome
Existence
Fail

Distribution
--

Lower Columbia Chum

Abundance
--

Productivity
--

Independence
--

Hybridization
--
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Scappoose – Lower Columbia Chum
The Scappoose chum population is
functionally extinct.
Chum spawner
surveys in the lower Columbia SMU in
1999-2001 showed that very few if any
chum return to basins within the SMU. It
is believed that fish that do return to this
basin are actually strays from healthier
runs to Washington tributaries of the
lower Columbia. While much of the
historical habitat is still accessible, the
quality or remaining habitat has been
degraded.

Assessment Outcome
Existence
Fail

Distribution
--

Lower Columbia Chum

Abundance
--

Productivity
--

Independence
--

Hybridization
--
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Clackamas – Lower Columbia Chum

The Clackamas chum population is functionally extinct. Chum spawner surveys in the lower Columbia
SMU in 1999-2001 showed that very few if any chum return to basins within the SMU. It is believed
that fish that do return to this basin are actually strays from healthier runs to Washington tributaries of
the lower Columbia. While much of the historical habitat is still accessible, the quality of available
habitat has been greatly reduced.
Assessment Outcome
Existence
Fail

Distribution
--

Lower Columbia Chum

Abundance
--

Productivity
--

Independence
--

Hybridization
--

235

Oregon Native Fish Status Report – Volume II
Sandy – Lower Columbia Chum

The Sandy chum population is functionally extinct. Chum spawner surveys in the lower Columbia SMU
in 1999-2001 showed that very few if any chum return to basins within the SMU. It is believed that fish
that do return to this basin are actually strays from healthier runs to Washington tributaries of the lower
Columbia. While much of the historical habitat is still accessible, the quality of available habitat has
been greatly degraded.
Assessment Outcome
Existence
Fail

Distribution
--

Lower Columbia Chum

Abundance
--

Productivity
--

Independence
--

Hybridization
--
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Gorge – Lower Columbia Chum

The Gorge chum population is functionally extinct in Oregon tributaries. Chum spawner surveys in the
lower Columbia SMU in 1999-2001 showed that very few if any chum return to basins within the SMU.
While much of the historical habitat is still accessible, the quality of remaining habitat is greatly
degraded. Significant numbers of chum salmon continue to spawn in the Columbia River mainstem and
Washington tributaries of the gorge.
Assessment Outcome
Existence
Fail

Distribution
--

Lower Columbia Chum

Abundance
--

Productivity
--

Independence
--

Hybridization
--
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