
Columbia River Fishery Notice
Compact Action

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife February 2, 2004
The Columbia River Compact agencies of Oregon and Washington met today via
phone to consider modifications to ongoing non-Indian commercial fishing
seasons for the mainstem Columbia River and took the following action:

Non-Indian Fisheries

Commercial Mainstem Sturgeon Fishery
•  Modified the ongoing non-Indian commercial season as follows.

Changes to previously adopted regulations are in bold.
Season: 6 AM Tuesday February 3 to 6 AM Wednesday February 4 (24 hrs)

6 AM Tuesday February 10 to 6 AM Wednesday February 11 (24 hrs)
Area: Zones 1 - 5.
Sanctuaries: Sandy River sanctuary is in effect.
Gear: 9" minimum and 9-3/4" maximum mesh size restrictions.
Allowable
Sales:

Sale of adipose fin-clipped salmon and sturgeon allowed.
A maximum of twenty green or white sturgeon in the aggregate may be
possessed or sold by each participating vessel during each calendar
week (Sunday through Saturday) of the open fishing periods.

Washington
Reporting
Rule:

WDFW adopted a regulation requiring all Washington wholesale buyers
purchasing fish from the non-Indian commercial sturgeon fishery to send a
report of their landings to WDFW by 10AM on the day after the purchase date
via either:

a) FAX transmission to (360) 906-6776 or (360) 906-6777
b) E-mail to crfishtickets@dfw.wa.gov
c)   Telephone to 1-866-791-1281

FUTURE MEETINGS

•  The next Compact hearing is scheduled for Thursday, February 5, 2004 at 10 AM at the
Museum of the Oregon Territory in Oregon City, Oregon to review salmon, steelhead,
sturgeon, and smelt stock status; consider fishing options in the mainstem Columbia River
and Select Areas; and consider miscellaneous regulations for Columbia River commercial
fisheries.

•  A Joint State meeting to consider spring chinook sport fisheries in the mainstem Columbia
River is scheduled to occur immediately following the February 5, 2004 Compact hearing.
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