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Diamond Lake Canal Reconstruction Work to Begin 
 
 
ROSEBURG, OR – July 28, 2005 – The Umpqua National Forest recently awarded a contract 

for rebuilding the Diamond Lake outlet as part of the Diamond Lake Restoration Project.  

Northwest Underwater Construction, LLC, from Vancouver, Washington will begin work in 

early August with an estimated project completion date by mid October 2005.   

 

The existing canal was built in 1954.  It is being rebuilt for the purpose of drawing down the lake 

to allow for a rotenone treatment in the fall of 2006 to reduce tui chub populations. 

  

Forest Supervisor Jim Caplan said, “Representative Susan Morgan deserves our thanks for 

pulling together the Diamond Lake Working Group in 2001.  Her leadership and the efforts of 

the Working Group have led to this milestone being achieved.  The Douglas County 

Commissioners and the Rogue-Umpqua Resource Advisory Committee deserve special thanks 

for providing extensive funding for the canal reconstruction and other related work at Diamond 

Lake.  We could not have gotten this far without everyone’s help, including all residents of 

Douglas County and Oregon.” 

 

Forest Service Road 4795, commonly known as the North Shore Access Road at Diamond Lake 

will be closed to vehicular traffic for about one month, (late August through September), while 

the canal is being reconstructed.  Access will be available to summer homes, and Thielsen Butte 

Campground via South Shore and West Shore roads. 
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After the canal reconstruction is completed the Forest Service will begin a slow draw down of 

the lake starting this winter through the summer of 2006 in preparation for the rotenone 

treatment in the fall of 2006.   Additionally, the U.S. Geological Survey will install new 

streamflow monitoring gauges and will monitor flows in Lake Creek. Monitoring steamflow is 

for the purpose of regulating water flow to minimize negative effects to water quality, 

hydropower, and fisheries downstream. 

 

For the last several years, Diamond Lake has been plagued with a declining recreational fishery, 

algae blooms, poor water quality and millions of unwanted tui chub.  In December 2004, Jim 

Caplan, selected Alternative 5 of the Diamond Lake Restoration Project Final Environmental 

Impact Statement, which called for using a rotenone treatment to eradicate tui chub from 

Diamond Lake.   

 

The Diamond Lake Restoration Project is a cooperative partnership between the Forest Service 

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, the U.S. Geological Survey and other state and federal 

agencies.   
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