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OREGON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

Fish Passage Task Force 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

November 4, 2009 
Commission Room, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Salem, Oregon  
 

Attending: 
The following attended all, or part of, the meeting: 

 
FPTF Representing 

Beal, Robert  Water Users 
Borden, John Fishing and Conservation 
Nilson, Dawn Public-at-Large 
Rectenwald, Harry Fishing and Conservation 
Schab, Rob Water Users 
 

ODFW Title 
Apke, Greg State Passage Coordinator, Salem 
Hartlerode, Ray Fish Screening and Passage Program Manager, Salem 
Kepler, Rick Water Program Manager, Salem 
Kingsley, Lisa Program Assistant, Salem 
McCormick, Ryan Fish Screening and Passage Engineer, Salem  
Ritchey, Alan Fish Passage Coordinator, Salem 
 

Not Attending 
Heller, David Public-at-Large 
Kambak, Kim Water Users  
Lovelace, William Fishing and Conservation 
Mouser, Mark Public-at-Large 
 

1.  Call to Order – Schab 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 

2.  Agenda Approval – Members 
The meeting agenda was approved as written without a vote. 

 
3.  Roundtable Discussions & New Business – Members 

Harry Rectenwald noted that restoration work has been slowing.  He explained that fewer 
funds are available through grants for restoration work due to the economy and there is 
additional competition for the grants available due to shortfalls in budgets traditionally 
available to assist with restoration work.   
 
Dawn Nilson recently attended a workshop addressing bat mortality related to wind energy 
projects.  She explained that bats are attracted to windmills, which results in a high number 
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of mortalities.  Currently, research is being conducted to determine why the mortality rates 
are so high and try and reduce the impacts of windmills on bat populations.   
 
Bob Beal noted he plans to retire from Central Oregon Irrigation District at the end of 2009. 
 
Rob Schab applied for a position on the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission several 
months ago.  At this point, a selection has not been made, and applications for the position 
are currently being held by the Governor’s office.  . 
 
In the November edition of Field & Stream magazine an article was published addressing the 
issue of limited water and the conflict caused by human use and the needs of fish and 
wildlife.  Schab explained that there is a finite amount of water available and the need for 
water is increasing.  Water conservation technologies have increased, but at this time they are 
not sufficient to address the increasing need.   
 
John Borden explained that approximately five years ago the Task Force had an opportunity 
to visit several side channel restoration projects that had just been completed.  Borden had an 
opportunity to revisit the sites recently and discussed the status of the projects.  
  

4.  Review May 8, 2009 and August 7-8, 2009 Meeting Minutes – Schab 
Handout:  
FPTF Meeting Minutes, Salem, May 8, 2009 
 
The Task Force reviewed the minutes of the May 8, 2009 meeting.   
The following amendments were made: 
Page 3,  

• Bill Lovelace, delete “Rite of Way” and replace with “Right of Way” 
• Rob Schab, delete the remainder of the first paragraph after “Rob Schab is a native of 

Illinois.” and replace with “He worked for three years for a consulting firm 
conducting air and water quality monitoring and for 13 years for the City of Moline in 
the Water Department.”   
Paragraph two, delete “Coos Bay-North Bend Water District” and replace with “Coos 
Bay-North Bend Water Board.” 

Page 5,  
• Harry Rectenwald, delete “CREST has been working with traps to look at channel 

morphology and how dikes affect estuary productivity.  They have been collecting 
samples from juvenile fish stomachs to identify the food available in the estuary.” and 
replace with “CREST has been working on restoration projects and fish monitoring.”     

 
The Task Force continued this item until later in the meeting. 
 
Handout:  
FPTF Meeting Minutes, Salem, August 7-8, 2009 
 
The Task Force reviewed the minutes of the August 7-8, 2009 meeting.   
The following amendments were made to the minutes: 
Page 2,  
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• Paragraph 3, delete “Dawn Nilson explained that Malheur National Refuge received 
some federal stimulus funding for dam repair work and screening.” and replace with 
“Dawn Nilson explained that Malheur National Wildlife Refuge received some 
federal stimulus funding for major fish passage improvement projects on the Donner 
und Blitzen system.” 

• Paragraph 4, delete “David Heller explained that a programmatic from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for fish passage and fill and 
removal permits statewide.” and replace with “David Heller explained that 
programmatic approvals from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) were received by USFS for fish passage and fill and removal permits 
statewide.” 

• Page 3, North Canal Dam Issue, delete entire section and replace with the following: 
Handout: 
Oregon Revised Statutes Relating to Micro Hydro Applications 
 
In Bend, a dam provides water for multiple water users.  The dam was constructed in 
1912 for irrigation, and is owned by the Riverhouse Hotel, which is adjacent to the 
dam.  Intakes of three of the four water districts that receive their water from the dam 
have been screened.  Planning is currently underway for installation of a micro hydro 
facility at the end of a pipeline that will replace an open canal, thus conserving water 
and making more water available for fish. The micro-hydropower facility will be 4-5 
miles downstream from the diversion dam.   
 
Oregon Water Resources Department was contacted and an expedited application was 
made for a micro hydro system for COID and Swalley Irrigation District (SID).  As 
part of the application process for micro hydro, applicants need to address fish 
screening and passage as directed by ODFW.  While both COID and SID have 
screens that meet criteria, the Assistant Attorney General for ODFW has determined 
that there would be a change in beneficial water use and that this would constitute a 
change in the water permit status, which would establish a trigger of the fish passage 
statutes.   
 
Installation of micro hydro down the ditch and at the end of pipe does not require any 
changes to be made to the diversion dam, but because of what is interpreted to be a 
new beneficial use designation, fish passage would need to be addressed at the 
diversion.  Addressing fish passage at the dam could potentially be a multi-million 
dollar project.   
 
The dam is located above anadromy, but there are resident redband trout present.  
While the redband are not a federally protected species, they are a species managed 
by ODFW.   
 
COID and SID have both submitted fish passage waiver applications.  The applicants 
are offering 48 cfs of water for instream use as mitigation for not providing fish 
passage.  The net benefit analysis is underway, but it is difficult for ODFW to 
determine the amount of benefit of providing additional water for the cost benefit 
analysis.   
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This dam is part of a three dam complex.  From this dam upstream to the next 
artificial obstruction is approximately 1.5 miles of upstream habitat; however, above 
the complex, there are more than 40 miles of habitat available.   
 
Water is diverted during the irrigation season and for stock water.  The hydropower 
facility would operate only during the irrigation season and would not operate during 
the remainder of the year.   
 
Discussion centered on instream water transfers providing additional water as a 
benefit towards a waiver.  If accepted in this case, it could set a precedent as they 
have not been included in past waiver requests.  Discussion centered on the 
importance of the water not being withdrawn downstream, but providing benefit for 
the maximum length available.  One possible option discussed included approving the 
additional water as a short term solution with fish passage required within a specific 
amount of time.   
 
The Task Force discussed a concern about the potential for multiple applications at 
the same diversion site.  At this site, the diversion provides water for four users.  Two 
of the four users are currently applying for hydro, but there is potential that the other 
users could request it in the future.  If mitigation is provided at the site by the original 
two applicants, the Task Force questioned whether future applicants would be 
responsible for providing additional fish passage benefit.  At this time, staff is 
working with the other operators to determine whether they would be interested in 
applying in the future. 
 
The application will need to be addressed prior to the next Task Force meeting.  Staff 
will meet with the water users and the dam owner to address the applications for 
hydro and fish passage.   
 
A few members of the Task Force raised the concern regarding the AAG’s 
interpretation of the water transfer 4-5 miles downstream of the dam diversion as 
being interpreted as a fish passage statute trigger. The Task Force discussed the 
original statutory intent of requiring fish passage when there was a significant change 
in usage.  At the time the statute was written, it was understood by the water suppliers 
that any major change in water use (i.e., “augmented” supply through dam raise) 
would require new studies, designs, and project funding, and that with all the new 
planning involved, it would be reasonable to consider fish passage at that time.  The 
Task Force discussed whether this situation would meet the intent of the statute and 
trigger the passage law when although this project would include a new use 
(hydropower), it would not replace existing uses or require more water from the 
diversion. Further, no changes are being made at the point of diversion, but instead 
are being made at the end of a pipe several miles downstream of the diversion. 
 
If requested, the Task Force expressed an interest in participating in a special meeting 
to address this project and provide advice to ODFW.  After staff meet with the water 
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users and dam owner, the Task Force would be available for a conference call on 
August 26, 2009 and a meeting on September 9, 2009 in either Bend or Salem.   

The following biological points are relevant to the Task Force decision making: 

• A presentation made by the ODFW district biologist explained the red band 
trout population’s need for passage at North Canal resulting from the way the 
operation of the overall irrigation system makes an extreme alteration of the 
seasonal flow regime of the river, essentially flip-flopping the peaks and 
valleys of the natural flow hydrograph in winter and summer.  These 
alterations produce significant seasonal habitat changes requiring red band 
trout to seasonally move to reaches above and below the dam to ensure 
survival and long-term genetic integrity of the population.  

• A university scientist offered ODFW a cursory opinion of flow augmentation 
to scope out the gross scale of studies needed to predict potential habitat 
changes.   The basic review shows that the offered mitigation water is small 
relative to the large size of the river channel and the large unimpaired flow at 
the dam, indicating complex, detailed and lengthily stream flow studies are 
needed to be capable of detecting small scale changes in such a large complex 
river.  This indicates a high study cost.    

• One task force member indicated that there is a large amount of uncertainty of 
the biological benefits of the flow augmentation due its small scale relative to 
the river system.   Flow/temperature studies should examine the possibility 
that the augmenting the summer flow with warm water may disrupt/reduce 
cold water stratification in deeper pools and dilute cold water spring inputs 
thereby decreasing cold water refuge areas for trout.  If the amount of water is 
not sufficient to produce a significant overall habitat improvement, especially 
with respect to temperature, but represents a potential thermal impact there is 
a need for specific analysis.   

In addition, some institutional concerns/questions were brought up that have value to 
the decision making on to this and other future projects proposing flow augmentation 
for mitigation: 

• If water is taken as mitigation for passage through the Oregon fish passage 
law then it the proposal should clearly commit to dedicate the water in 
perpetuity to in stream uses below the dam so mitigation is not transitory or 
limited to only a short segment of stream before being removed by the next 
diverter or new claim.    

• There should be a clear thorough examination of the present and future 
possibility that adding hydropower use to an irrigation diversion changes the 
operation of the diversion since it provide a clear incentive for the diverter to 
take water for profit during the non-irrigation season when they would not 
otherwise take water out of the stream.  
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5.  North Canal Dam Issue 
The Task Force discussed the North Canal Dam Issue.   
 
Borden noted that in the area conservancy groups are working to get additional instream water 
through piping projects, well usage, and water leasing. 
 
Bob Beal explained that the Central Oregon Irrigation District (COID) piping project will be 
extremely costly, and that because of the piping project, there would be significant water savings 
devoted to instream usage.  If COID is able to install micro-hydro in the ditch, the cost of the 
installation will be paid off in approximately 20 years.   
 
The Task Force discussed the increase in water necessary to provide a beneficial decrease in 
water temperature.   
 
Discussion centered on the requirement for ODFW to determine whether proposed mitigation 
provides a net benefit to fish.  For some projects, it is easy to determine the benefit, but for other 
projects it can be quite costly to determine the benefit, and in some cases the cost of the study to 
determine benefit could be more expensive than providing passage.   
 
6.  Review of August 7-8, 2009 Meeting Minutes, Continued 
Motion: 
John Borden moved to approve the August 7, 2009 meeting minutes as revised.  Dawn Nilson 
seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 4-0.  Bob Beal abstained due to a conflict of 
interest.  A minimum of 5 affirmative votes are required for approval of a motion, so the minutes 
will be reviewed at the next Fish Passage Task Force meeting in February 2010. 

 
7.  Review Action Items from August 7, 2009 – Kingsley 

All action items from the August 7, 2009 meeting were completed.   
 

8.  Upper Pony Creek Update – Schab 
Rob Schab explained the hydro proposal for Upper Pony Creek is not cost effective, and it 
will not be completed at this time.  In the future, when water usage increases, the proposal 
could be reviewed and may be cost effective to complete.   
 
At this time, there will be some changes to help with stratification near the intake, but the 
intake will not be changed and neither the passage nor screening statutes will be triggered.   

 
9.  Passage & Screening Program Updates - Hartlerode 

License Surcharge 
Ray Hartlerode presented information on the new surcharge on fishing licenses that was 
approved by the Oregon Legislature beginning in January of 2010.  The surcharge is not in 
effect for the entire 2009-11 biennium, so it is expected to raise $295,347.  Starting in the 
2011-13 biennium, $362,422 is the expected revenue.  Funds will be used to provide training 
on fish passage laws, ODFW fish district support, some ladder maintenance, and an assistant 
for the fish passage program coordinator who will assist with administrative functions. 
 
Measure 66 Funding 
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For the past several biennia, the Fish Screening and Passage Program has received 
approximately $ 4 million in capital lottery funds each biennium plus some operations funds.  
For the 2009-11 biennium, the program has been allocated $4,058,373 including $3,403,869 
in capital funds and $654,504 in operations funds.  The program expects to divide the capital 
funds allocation three ways: 
 

• Pump Screen Allocation   $    148,860 
For pump screens less than $5,000 

• Outside Allocations    $    396,981 
For projects constructed primarily by private contractors 

• Shop Allocations  $2,858,020 
For projects constructed primarily by an ODFW Screen Shop 

 
Outside Funding and Prioritization Selection Committee 
ODFW has received several projects requesting funds from the outside project allocations.  
The requested amount totals more than the funds available, so a meeting will be held to rank 
the proposed projects.  The Outside Project Ranking Team typically consists of ODFW staff 
plus one member from both the Fish Screening and Fish Passage Task Forces.  John Borden 
volunteered to represent the Fish Screening Task Force on the Outside Project Ranking 
Team. 
 
Mitchell Act 
Ray Hartlerode explained that Mitchell Act funding for screening and passage has decreased 
from historic levels while the cost to complete the same work has increased.  Mitchell Act 
funds are mitigation funds used for hatcheries and screening and passage work in the 
Columbia River Basin.  The US House of Representatives passed an increase in Mitchell Act 
funds of $10 million, but the increase is currently designated for hatcheries.   
 
FRIMA  
FRIMA was reauthorized in March of 2009, and provides funding for screening and passage 
work in Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and Montana.  FRIMA funds in Oregon are typically 
used to help complete larger projects and are an important source of funding for inventory 
work.  Although FRIMA was reauthorized, no funds have been allocated for the 2010 fiscal 
year and none are expected for 2011.  The next opportunity for FRIMA to receive an 
allocation would be the 2012 fiscal year. 
 
Malheur Fish Passage and Stimulus Funds 
Malheur National Wildlife Refuge received more than $2 million in federal stimulus funding 
for fish passage and screening work to be completed on the Refuge.  ODFW was hired by the 
Refuge for project management and oversight as a contracted engineer designs the structures 
and a construction contractor installs them.  Winzler & Kelly was selected to design the 
structures.  Due to the requirements of the stimulus funding, this project must be substantially 
complete by March 2011.  To meet federal spending requirements, the designs were 
completed quickly so funding could be allocated to the construction contractor in December 
2009. 
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10. North Canal Dam (Bend) Update –Apke  
Rick Kepler, Water Program Manager, discussed the North Canal Dam hydro project.  Water 
Program staff work with state and federal agencies in the licensing of hydroelectric projects.   
 
The proposed hydro projects related to water taken at the North Canal Dam would be in 
conduit projects.  In conduit hydro projects are exempt from most hydro rules, but are 
required to meet fish screening and passage criteria.   
 
Apke explained the following had occurred since the last meeting: 

• Several meeting have taken place between ODFW’s Director, Swalley, COID, and 
several other agencies. 

• Oregon’s Assistant Attorney General (AAG) determined that construction of the 
hydro projects would be a trigger of fish passage laws. 

• Swalley and COID requested a passage waiver with additional instream water from 
piping the canal to be used to provide net benefit for fish. 

• ODFW staff was not able to determine whether there was enough benefit to outweigh 
the cost by providing the instream water. 

• ODFW staff met at the site with the applicants to discuss potential options.   
• The applicants began reviewing potential costs for construction of a fish ladder at the 

dam. 
 
Bob Beal explained that the dam will be inspected by Oregon Water Resources Department 
this week.  To complete the inspection, the dam will be dewatered.  There has been some 
undercutting at the dam and repair work is needed to fill voids.  During the dewatering, Beal 
will look at how to best dewater the dam during potential ladder construction.   
 
Beal discussed some potential design options for the ladder and how the potential ladders 
might tie into the existing structure. 
 
The Task Force expressed concern that events are being identified by the AAG as triggers 
that were not identified as potential triggers during the legislative process when the current 
fish passage laws were approved.   
 
The Task Force discussed the cost to operators for providing fish passage at existing 
structures.  If ODFW requires passage be provided at a priority site when a trigger is not 
present, ODFW is responsible to fund a portion of the project.  If there is a trigger, then 
ODFW is not responsible for funding any portion of the project, but can choose to provide 
cost share.   
 
Before the current passage laws were approved, the AAG determined that all artificial 
obstructions that did not meet current fish passage criteria were illegal.  In many cases, the 
owners had followed the state process at the time of construction and felt they were in 
compliance with state law.  The owners felt it was unfair to deem their structure illegal when 
they had followed process.  To address these concerns, the current statutes require passage be 
provided only after a trigger event.   
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The Task Force asked to remain apprised of the status of this project and would like to be 
involved as the project moves forward. 

 
11. Expense Claims and Travel Expenses - Kingsley 

Kingsley explained that ODFW provides reimbursement for travel related expenses for Task 
Force business.  Primarily those expenses include parking fees, lodging, mileage, and meals 
related to Task Force meetings.  Kingsley explained that receipts are not necessary for meals 
as a standard rate can be applied.  The rate can change based on location and time and dates 
of travel.   
 
Kingsley presented information on completing ODFW expense claims and offered assistance 
with completion of forms. 
 

12. Task Force Terms and Upcoming Vacancies - All 
The terms for two members of the Task Force, Bob Beal and William Lovelace, will expire 
in February 2010.  Because both Beal and Lovelace have each served two terms, they are not 
eligible to serve another term.  ODFW will begin recruitment for replacements. 
 
The Task Force typically elects officers at the meeting prior to January each year.  Because 
two members will be leaving the Task Force and several members were not in attendance, 
The Task Force accepted by consensus deferring officer elections until their February 2010 
meeting. 
 

13. Savage Rapids Dam Slide Show 
Savage Rapids Dam was constructed in 1921 on the Rogue River and provided irrigation 
water.  The dam was beginning to deteriorate and fish passage was a major concern at the 
site.  To address the issues, a new state of the art pumping station with fish screens was 
installed and instream portions of the dam were removed.  In October 2009, the final removal 
was completed, and the Rogue River was able to flow freely for the first time in more than 80 
years.   
 
Apke showed a video taken the day of the removal as well as photos taken through out the 
deconstruction of the dam.   

 
14. Public Comment Period 

There was no public comment. 
 

15. Fish Passage Program Updates & General Discussion – Apke 
Approved and Pending Approvals, Waivers and Exceptions 
Handout: 
ODFW Fish Passage Program Approvals, Waivers & Exemptions Updates (August 10, 2009 
thru November 2, 2009) 
 
The following waivers were approved: 

• Oregon Department of Transportation – Willamette River – Waiver – Previously 
approved, but now pending amendment changes 

• Corral Creek Water Diversion – Corral Creek – Waiver – Approved 



Final FPTF Minutes 11-09  page 10 of 13 

• Bureau of Land Management – Upper Rock Creek – Waiver – Approved 
 

The following exemption is pending review: 
• Oregon Department of Transportation – Whiskey Creek – Passage Exemption – 

Pending Review and Public Comment 
 

Bull Run Fish Passage Waiver 
A passage waiver has been requested in the Bull Run area.  The City of Portland is expected 
to present this at the next Task Force meeting for review. 
 
WA County BPA – Last Call for Comments 
Handout: 
Fish Passage Programmatic Agreement between ODFW and Washington County 
 
The programmatic agreement with Washington County allows for some fish passage projects 
to be completed without site specific passage plan approvals.  When a project meets specific 
requirements, Washington County will provide a pre-project notification and annual post 
project review.  The agreement is in the final phases of approval. 
 
A programmatic agreement with Oregon Department of Transportation for fish passage 
project approval is under development.   
 
Oregon Department of Forestry 
Work is needed to coordinate with Oregon Department of Forestry to ensure work is 
completed consistent with Oregon’s fish passage laws.  Staff will begin coordination to 
ensure procedures are in place for getting approved completed on the ground.   
 
Oregon Department of Transportation Fish Passage 
The Northwest Environmental Defense Center (NEDC) and ODOT reached a settlement 
related to ODOT’s lack of storm water treatment and other issues.  As a result of the 
settlement, ODOT will use half of the funding that had been used for fish passage to address 
storm water treatment issues.  Because of the reduction in fish passage funding, work is 
currently being completed on an emergent basis rather than proactively as part of standard 
maintenance. 
 
Draft Guidance for Natural Gas Pipeline Projects 
Handout: 
Draft Memorandum on LNG Pipeline Guidance 
 
There are three proposed sites for Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) facilities in Oregon 
including Bradwood Landing on the Columbia River between Astoria and Clatskanie, Jordon 
Cove in Coos Bay, and Oregon LNG on the Skipanon Peninsula in Warrenton.  As part of the 
review of the three sites, ODFW and others are providing comments to the regulatory 
agency.   
 
Apke provided a draft memorandum providing guidance on fish passage concerns at pipeline 
stream crossings. 
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Action: 
Task Force members were asked to review the draft memorandum regarding LNG pipeline 
projects and provide comments to Greg by December 1. 
 
Schab commented that these projects are directionally drilled under the stream bed and not 
dug through the stream.  Schab questioned ODFW’s review of this project and whether 
ODFW should be spending finite resources on review of these projects when he felt they 
were not a trigger and would not be a barrier. 
 
In some cases, the pipeline may be directionally drilled, but in others it will be dug through 
the stream.  There is other potential for disturbance of the stream during and after 
construction of the pipeline. 
 
Set Meeting for Fish Passage Banking Committee 
The Fish Passage Mitigation Banking Subcommittee will meet next on January 11, 2010 in 
Salem. 
 

16. Fish Screening Program - Overview 
Alan Ritchey presented information on ODFW’s Fish Screening Program.  Ritchey explained 
that fish screens prevent loss of fish when diverting water for use.  Some screen designs also 
remove debris from the water, which is beneficial for sprinkler irrigation and other water 
users.   
 
The Fish Screening Program is mostly voluntary; however, installation may be required if 
certain requirements are met.   
 
A seven member Fish Screening Task Force advises ODFW on screening program 
development, funding, monitoring, technology, reporting, and project prioritization. 
 
ODFW operates a cost-share program to provide up to 60% of funding for new screens.  A 
tax credit program is also available to provide a credit of up to 50% of installation costs up to 
$5,000. 
 
Maintenance of fish screens is a major issue in Oregon because a very small hole in a screen 
or missing seal can cause a screen to no longer protect fish resulting in significant fish loss.  
For fish screens less than 30 cfs installed as part of the cost share program, water users are 
responsible for minor maintenance; ODFW is responsible for major maintenance.  For 
screens greater than 30 cfs installed as part of the cost share program, water users are 
responsible for all maintenance.   
 
Ritchey explained the most common screens installed in Oregon including rotary drum, 
panel, pump, belt, and horizontal screens.  
 

17. Statewide Priority List 
Fish Passage Laws require ODFW maintain and manage an inventory of artificial barriers 
and maintain a priority list of those barriers.  The list is to be updated every five years.   
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The Task Force discussed the status of the inventory of fish passage obstructions.  The 
current list was approved by the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission in January 2007.  
Many of the passage barriers that were a priority in 2007 have been addressed.  The Task 
Force recommended staff review the priority list and provide an update of projects.   
 
Motion: 
John Borden moved to recommend staff re-evaluate the existing statewide priority list, 
including the larger structures we know to exist, and evaluate them through a priority 
evaluation. Dawn Nilson seconded the motion, and the Task Force approved 5-0.   
 

18. Threemile Fish Passage Exclusion Facility – Upper Klamath Basin  
Ryan McCormick discussed an exclusion facility that was constructed on Threemile Creek 
near Crater Lake.  The area is managed for bull trout, but brook trout are also present.  The 
brook trout pose a threat to the bull trout.  On Threemile Creek, an obstruction was 
constructed to keep the brook trout from migrating upstream into bull trout habitat. 
 

19. Lay Flat Stanchion & Fish Ladder Design 
This item was removed from the agenda by consensus.  
 

20. Gold Ray Dam Status Report & Update 
Gold Ray Dam is located on the Rogue River in Jackson County.  The original crib dam that 
formed Gold Ray Dam was constructed in 1903 and the concrete structure was completed in 
1941.  Water from the dam was used for power generation starting in 1904.   
 
Power generation ceased in 1971; in 1972, the dam was donated to Jackson County. The 
power generation structure has fallen into disrepair and is a liability to the County.   
 
While the dam was fitted with a fish ladder, passage is very difficult.  The ladder has three 
entrances and under certain flows, attraction flows to those entrances are minimal.   
 
In addition to fish passage issues, there are key environmental issues including the following: 
 

• Structural integrity of the dam 
• Sediment in reservoir 
• Wetlands and riparian forest 
• Erosion 
• Riparian revegetation and invasive weeds. 
 

In planning for potential removal of the structure, a sediment study was conducted.  The 
study included review of historic photographs of the river prior to and during construction of 
the dam, aerial photos through time to assess filling of the reservoir, SONAR data to 
determine water depth and sediment thickness in the reservoir, and a survey of gradient of the 
reach of the Rogue River inundated by the impoundment behind Gold Ray Dam.  The 
preliminary analyses are promising with low levels of contaminants.   
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With funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), it is hopeful that 
the dam will be removed by the winter of 2010. 
 

21. Other Business 
2010 Meeting Dates & Locations 
The Task Force selected the following dates and locations for 2010: 
 

February 26, 2010    The Dalles  
May 21-22, 2010 Astoria 
August 13-14, 2010 Enterprise 
November 17, 2010 Salem 

 
22. Review Meeting Action Items 

Lisa Kingsley reviewed the action items for the meeting. 
 
23. Adjourn – Schab 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:37 p.m. 


