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OREGON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

Fish Passage Task Force 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

February 22, 2012 
Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife 

Salem, Oregon  
 

Attending: 
The following attended all, or part of, the meeting: 
 
FPTF Representing 
DeHart, Doug Fishing and Conservation 
Heller, David Public-at-Large 
Kambak, Kim Water Users 
Myers, Stuart Fishing and Conservation 
Newton, David Water Users 
Nilson, Dawn Public-at-Large 
Rectenwald, Harry Fishing and Conservation 
Tiffany, Willie Water Users 
 
ODFW Title 
Apke, Greg Statewide Fish Passage Coordinator, Salem 
Bowers, Jon GIS Coordinator, Salem 
Hoge, Tabatha Office Specialist, Salem 
Loffink, Ken Assistant Statewide Fish Passage Coordinator, Salem 
Ritchey, Alan Fish Screening and Passage Program Manager, Salem 
  
Public Representing 
Ackland, Emily Oregon Association of County Engineers and Surveyors 
Bloom, Austin Public 
Cannon, Ken Oregon Department of Transportation 
Cochran, Bobby Willamette Partnership 
Cohen, Joyce Oregon Department of Transportation 
Gard, Hal Oregon Department of Transportation 
MacDonald, Catherine The Nature Conservancy 
Raasch, John Oregon Department of Transportation 
 
Not Attending Representing 
Simonton, Vera Public-At-Large 
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OREGON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

Fish Passage Task Force 
MEETING AGENDA 

February 22, 2012 
Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife, Commission Room 

Salem, Oregon 
 

Wednesday – February 22, 2012 @ 0900 hrs 
  9:00  Call to Order  
~9:05  Welcome & Introductions 
~9:10 a Review & Approve Agenda - Aug. 2011 Meeting Minutes Addendum, and November 2,          

2011 Meeting Minutes and Addendum (Chair Nilson) 
~9:20 a Review Action Items from November 2, 2011 (Hoge) 
~9:30 b Round-table Discussions, Member Update, & New Business (All) 
~10:00           d Task Force Key Policy Issues, Summary, & Prioritization (Chair Nilson) 
~11:15  b 2012 Fish Passage AO Priority List Update (Jon Bowers, ODFW GIS Program) 
~12:00 d Lunch (Ken Loffink & American Fisheries Society Presentation) 
~1:00 a Public Comment Period 
~1:30 b Passage Exemption & Waiver Rules & ODFW Net Benefit Analysis Overview (Apke) 
~2:30 d Work Session Breakout – Small Group Discussion from 10:00 Agenda Item (All) 

 Establish Roles and Next Steps from Policy Issue Workgroups 
~3:00 b Fish Passage Program Updates & General Discussion (staff) 

 Approved and Pending Approvals, Waivers & Exemptions (Loffink) 
 ODFW Owned Obstructions & Facilities Update (Loffink) 
 In-Conduit Hydroelectric Update (Apke) 
 ODFW Office Move in 2013 (Apke) 
 Johnson Creek Waiver Update (Apke) 
 Legislative Report Update (Apke) 

~3:30  b Public Information & Outreach –Outreach for Meetings & Public Involvement (Jessica 
Sall, ODFW Information and Education Program) 

~3:50              b Legislative Session Updates (Apke) 
 HB4101 – Col. River Basin Water Development  
 Other Pertinent Bills of Interest 

~4:10           b Fish Passage Restoration Strategy Update (Dave Heller)  
~4:20 a 2012 Meeting Schedule & Locations 
~4:30 a Review Action Items (Hoge) 
~4:40 a Closing Comments and Adjourn (All) 
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1.  Call to Order 
Dawn Nilson, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:06 a.m.  
 
2.  Review and Approve Agenda 
The meeting agenda was presented. 
 
Greg Apke noted a change to the 3:30 agenda item.  The presentation from Jessica Sall, Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) Information and Education Program, was replaced with 
Bobby Cochran, Willamette Partnerships to discuss fish passage mitigation banking opportunities. 
 
3.  Review and Approve November 2, 2011 Meeting Minutes  
The Task Force reviewed the November 2, 2011 meeting minutes. 
 
The following revisions were made: 
Page 7; Paragraph 4:   

Delete entirely and replace with “DeHart responded he has been involved with managing 
Columbia River fisheries, including tribal harvest.  DeHart commented the tribes are trying 
to increase the value of the fish they are already harvesting with the implementation of the 
processing facility at Cook and the proposed facility at Wishram.  He does not believe it 
poses a risk for increased unregulated salmon harvest.” 

 
Motion: 
Dawn Nilson moved to approve the November 2, 2011 minutes as amended.  David Newton 
seconded the motion, and the Task Force approved 8-0. 
 
4.  Review Action Items from August 12, 2011 Meeting 
The following action item from the August 12, 2011 meeting remains to be completed:  
 Greg Apke will incorporate comments received from the Task Force into the Legislative 

Report to create a new version, and will send out for Task Force review. 
 
The following action items from the November 2, 2011 meeting remain to be completed:  
 
Greg Apke will provide a matrix prepared by Tom Stahl to the Task Force.  The matrix shows 
several potential mitigation banking options and what changes are needed to implement each 
change.    
Results:  This will be an agenda item for the Task Force meeting on June 15, 2012.  Apke will send 
the matrix out electronically prior to the meeting for review. 
 
Greg Apke will provide the Task Force an electronic copy of Oregon’s current Fish Passage 
Priority List of Artificial Obstructions.  
Results:  This is a current agenda item to be included in the presentation from Jon Bowers, ODFW 
Natural Resources Information Management Program’s Geographic Information System (GIS) 
Coordinator.  
 
All other action items were completed. 
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5.  Welcome & Introductions 
Each attendee introduced themselves.   
 
6.  Round-table Discussions & New Business 
Ken Loffink 
Ken Loffink provided updates on the ongoing artificial obstruction (AO) inventory project, stating 
that the recent high water events have precluded many site visits.  Loffink also discussed his recent 
involvement with projects on the North Coast.  
 
Stuart Myers 
Stuart Myers commented on his update from the previous Task Force meeting regarding recent 
removal of dams and their relation to the current relicensing efforts of many hydropower facilities 
to incorporate fish passage as part of their agreements.  
 
Myers added he is anticipating the decision of the Secretary of Interior regarding the removal of the 
Klamath Dams in March.   
 
Myers will be attending a site visit at Bonneville Dam with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
while the navigation locks at the dam is closed down for its annual inspections and maintenance, 
and will report back to the Task Force at the next meeting. 
 
David Heller 
David Heller reported that the US Forest Service Legacy Roads and Trails Project final report has 
been completed. 
 
Harry Rectenwald 
Harry Rectenwald discussed a project to remove seven dams on a tributary to the Sacramento River.  
Rectenwald commented the project will open up 50-miles of habitat posing as a challenge for one 
of the largest hatchery facilities in the United States for Chinook.   
 
Dawn Nilson 
Dawn Nilson and Alan Ritchey, ODFW Fish Screening and Passage Program Manager, participated 
on a panel at the annual Oregon Water Law Conference on November 4, 2011.  Both made 
presentations at the conference.  The content of these presentations generally covered current 
ODFW Screening and Passage Program issues and provide information to participants on fish 
passage and fish screening planning procedures for future projects.  Nilson added the panel did not 
receive many questions or comments.  
 
Nilson commented on her involvement in reviewing draft exhibits submitted by Portland General 
Electric for the proposed Cascade Crossing Transmission Project, a 215-mile power transmission 
line through Oregon.  Nilson’s overview of the project included a description of many new roads as 
well as numerous improvements to existing roads and hydraulic facilities (culverts and bridges) as a 
result of the project.   Nilson mentioned that she has had discussions with the project engineers 
where she emphasized the need for the project proponents to contact the ODFW Fish Passage 
Program staff and coordinate on the fish passage components of the proposed project. 
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Apke thanked Nilson for helping present fish passage information and suggested sharing the lessons 
learned from the Ruby Pipeline project regarding issues of not coordinating early with the fish 
passage program. 
 
Nilson requested someone from the Fish Passage program attend the project meetings when 
discussing roads to get an understanding of the kinds of measures being presented and how large 
mitigation may need to be.   
 
Apke and Loffink stated they would be happy to attend a meeting and present rules and regulations 
regarding fish passage. 
 
Apke added there is a suite of special provisions that were developed specific to the Ruby Pipeline 
project that could possibly apply to this project as well. 
 
Doug DeHart 
Doug DeHart shared a rare picture of the Willamette Falls from 1913.  DeHart described a website 
where old photographs from Oregon are collected and can be reprinted for public consumption.  
John Klatt, is the founder/owner of Old Oregon, a business in West Linn where these rare 
photographs can be viewed and reproduced.  See:  oldoregonphotos.com for future reference. 
 
Kim Kambak 
Kim Kambak read a recent article regarding Apple Inc., which is proposing to construct a new data 
center in Crook County.  Kambak expressed concerns about the amount of electricity and water 
necessary for the proposed data center to operate.   
 
Kambak expressed concern regarding House Bill 4101, Columbia River Basin Water Development 
legislation. 
 
Willie Tiffany 
Willie Tiffany commented on the Willamette Basin water storage issues.  There is roughly 1.6 
million acre-feet of water located behind 13 reservoirs in the Willamette Basin that have been 
unallocated for the past 70 years.  Tiffany mentioned that the Army Corps of Engineers has recently 
received funding to conduct a federal water allocation review process to address the many 
competing needs for the water available. 
 
David Newton 
David Newton discussed the work plan to resolve water supply needs within the Upper Deschutes 
Basin.  In 2011 efforts focused on defining the needs and concerns of the communities and figuring 
out ways to bring all the water user stakeholders together.  Planning and developing solutions will 
be the focus of 2012.  These efforts will lead to the development of an integrated regional water 
management plan for the entire Upper Deschutes Basin. 
 
Newton added he was moved to the executive committee for the Upper Deschutes Watershed 
Council and is currently involved with the efforts to remove a dam located on Whychus Creek 
within the City of Sisters.  Newton also discussed a future project regarding construction of a new 
bridge across Lake Creek near Camp Sherman. 
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Greg Apke 
Greg Apke discussed the recent flooding event and the effect on culverts, resulting in many failures 
particularly on the North Coast.  Apke also commented on his involvement with development of a 
Statewide Programmatic Fish Passage Approval for restoration activities funded through the 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) restoration 
funded programs.  This State of Oregon programmatic fish passage approval effort is an attempt to 
streamline the permitting procedures for restoration projects particularly when funds are sought 
through the NMFS or USFWS.  
 
Apke presented Nilson with her reappointment letter from ODFW Director Roy Elicker. 
 
7.  Task Force Key Policy Issues, Summary and Prioritization 
The Task Force discussed the key policy issues list from the brainstorming session from the 
November 2, 2011 meeting.   
 
The goals of the brainstorming sessions were to identify and prioritize passage program issues.  
Once prioritized, the Task Force will form groups that may include issue specific stakeholders to 
help further define the issue and seek appropriate resolution(s).   The purpose of these efforts are to 
continue to improve ODFW’s fish passage program.   
 
The following categories were identified as items for the Task Force to focus on over the next five-
years: 
  
Prioritization/Inventory 

- Ways and means 
- Biological effectiveness 
- Applying best science 
- Program efficiency 

 
Waiver/Mitigation Process Improvements 

- Flexibility 
- Streamlining  

 
Consistency 

- Regulatory and administrative with other policies  
 

Communication/Coordination 
- Public Outreach 

 
Watershed Level Approach 

- Waivers  
- Exemptions 

 
Passage Mitigation Banking 

- Biological effectiveness 
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Net Benefit Analysis Refinement 

- Consistency 
 

Passage Triggers 
 
Passage Program Funding 
 
Nilson added the future Legislative Report should include these issues as well as the other salient 
passage program issues identified by stakeholders. 
 
Kambak, Myers, Heller, and Tiffany volunteered for the legislative report committee. 
 
Action: 
Apke and Loffink will meet with Ed Bowles, ODFW Fish Division Administrator, for advice on the 
legislative report and how and when to move forward. 
 
Action: 
Apke will set up a conference call with the legislative report committee members in March to 
incorporate the new ideas and advice from Ed Bowles into a draft legislative report.  

 
Action: 
A draft legislative report will be sent electronically to the Task Force for review and comment mid-
April.   
 
8.  2012 ODFW Fish Passage Artificial Obstruction Priority List Update 
Jon Bowers, ODFW Natural Resources Information Management Program’s GIS Coordinator, 
presented an update on the 2012 Artificial Obstruction Priority List. 
 
A review of Oregon’s Fish Passage Statewide Priority List of Artificial Obstructions by the ODFW 
Commission is required every five years, as per Oregon Administrative Rule.  The Commission last 
reviewed the document in 2007.  Since 2007, the first statewide data standard for fish passage 
barriers was created in order to lay the foundation of information to support prioritization, an 
ongoing process toward a comprehensive inventory that is more data driven and defensible.   
 
ODFW compiled existing fish passage barrier information available from watershed councils, 
federal agencies, multiple state agencies, tribes and counties to give a starting point for the 
inventory process.   
 
Bowers noted that some of their data is out of date, and discussed funding issues regarding the 
ability to update information in the database if and when passage has been restored. 
 
In an effort to resolve fish passage data quality issues, last October over 500 maps with barrier and 
habitat distribution data along with spreadsheets of associated information describing the barriers 
were sent to ODFW District Fish Biologists.  The biologists were asked to verify and provide 
feedback on these data and to prioritize the top 25 priority sites for each ODFW District.   
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The districts identified 415 priority barriers based on their own information and helped verify and 
make necessary adjustments to the information previously obtained.  Of the 415 barriers identified 
by districts, 103 were not originally in the database, despite all efforts to combine existing data.  
The information provided by the districts will be added to the database in order to begin quantifying 
habitat upstream of each priority barrier by the end of April.  This information will be provided to 
the passage program and Task Force by early summer.   
 
Bowers commented on the need to bring together fish habitat distribution data in attempts to better 
understand what native fish species are present at each barrier location and what the status of these 
fish are (i.e., sensitive/threatened/endangered).  They are working to expand information on 
historical fish habitat distribution as well.  The next challenge is to integrate baseline barrier data 
and fish habitat distribution data into a similar registration with similar stream network within GIS.  
At that point they will be able to support analyzing the quantity of habitat upstream of particular 
barriers.    
 
The ultimate goal of these efforts are to make this information more readily available possibly 
through a web application where biologists and the public can more easily access, review, and 
comment on barrier and fish distribution data as they becomes available.  
 
Nilson commented on the role of the Task Force to be involved in the prioritization scheme, and 
requested documentation of each step of the process used to determine the 2012 priority list be 
presented to the Task Force with the draft priority list.   
 
Apke replied the process has been well documented and that ODFW will work on a “cook book 
like” product to provide to the Task Force.  Apke commented such documentation would also be 
helpful in the near future when the Task Force will be asked to weigh in the decision process of 
how to prioritize the entire database of over 500 obstructions.   
 
Action: 
Apke and Loffink will electronically provide the algorithm of the existing prioritization processes 
and procedures by the end of March, 2012. 
 
Action: 
Apke will electronically provide the 2007 Oregon Fish Passage Priority List of Artificial 
Obstructions. 

 
9.  Presentation for the Oregon Chapter of the American Fisheries Society Annual Meeting 
Loffink shared information regarding Fish Passage Successes and Failures, a presentation to be 
given at the Oregon Chapter of the American Fisheries Society Annual Meeting in February in 
Eugene. 
 
Loffink discussed the benefit of examining failed projects to determine the mode of failure and 
learn from each experience.  He explained the variety of ways projects can fail from preconstruction 
design and planning to the post construction and monitoring phase.   
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10.  Public Comment Period 
Handout: 
Testimony to the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Fish Passage Task Force 
 
Emily Ackland, Oregon Association of County Engineers and Surveyor’s (OACES) Environmental 
Policy Manager, presented testimony to the Task Force. 
 
Ackland expressed concern regarding the amount of time it takes to receive fish passage approvals, 
stating Tillamook County estimated it takes about a year.  Timeliness is crucial for counties, as 
project delays are costly and can leave roadways unsafe for the public. 
 
Ackland also discussed the need for a mechanism in the rules to allow more flexibility in the project 
requirements, particularly in low priority or poor quality areas.  Ackland mentioned Oregon 
Administrative Rules require fish passage be provided when triggered regardless of quality or 
quantity of habitat improved.  Ackland made note that County road funds are rapidly decreasing, 
and due to the fish passage rules, the counties are spending a lot of money for little return. 
 
Ackland commented that counties would like to know how their investments are helping the state 
achieve salmon recovery goals, and added they have not seen a report from ODFW on how fish 
passage improvements across the state are benefiting fish. 
 
Nilson asked if OACES would be willing to participate in subcommittee work with the Task Force. 
 
Ackland replied they would be very willing to do so. 
 
11.  Passage Exemption & Waiver Rules & ODFW Net Benefit Analysis Overview 
Handout: 
Oregon Revised Statute 415 Fish and Wildlife Habitat Mitigation Policy 
Fish Passage Waivers & Exemptions & Net Benefit Analysis 
 
Nilson discussed this agenda item was a result of  Task Force online reviews of recent passage 
waivers and exemptions.  Nilson noted there seems to be different interpretations of the rules and 
questioned the need for change to provide more or less room for particular interpretation to allow 
for the best benefit. 
   
Heller noted seeing others comments on waiver and exemption applications often sparks new ideas 
for him and suggested an optional conference call between the time Task Force members receive 
project information and when their recommendations are made. 
 
Kambak suggested a short narrated video clip of the project site be sent with the information to 
assist with making recommendations. 
 
Loffink added the goal is to present these projects in person, but providing them online helps 
expedite the process and provides a faster response time to the applicant.   
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Myers and Nilson suggested the ODFW website include a checklist of steps needed before 
submitting a waiver or exemption application, and a linear outline of the entire application process. 
 
Rectenwald and Heller requested the Task Force receive electronic project information earlier, and 
if an application is difficult to make a recommendation online, further discussion occur at the 
following Task Force meeting. 
 
Nilson suggested setting up a regular block of time on the agenda for Loffink to give a quick 
overview of what projects are coming up. 
 
Apke discussed workload and timing issues for projects, stating there is a lot of coordination with 
ODFW district staff before information is able and can be presented to the Task Force.  
 
Loffink suggested sending the project information to the Task Force at the beginning of the 21-day 
public comment period to allow more time for review, and forward public comments as they are 
received. 
 
DeHart expressed concern that there are thousands of smaller streams where changes have occurred 
from other projects which change the stream status and require the need for a waiver or exemption. 
 
Alan Ritchey stated that exemptions can be revoked at anytime, pending significant changes to the 
baseline conditions. 
 
Apke also added that all passage exemptions, as per OAR, are subject to review every seven years. 
 
Kambak suggested a section of the legislative report inform watershed councils that the exemption 
process is not something the Task Force is completely comfortable with because it does not really 
have a vision for the future.   
 
Action: 
Apke will electronically distribute the Fish and Wildlife Habitat Mitigation Policy to the Task 
Force. 
  
Apke would like the Task Force to review existing rules on waivers and exemptions and discuss 
ambiguities in the process, including the need for a net benefit analysis refinement.  Apke suggested 
a possible subcommittee to address some of these issues.  Apke believes the current ODFW net 
benefit analysis is defendable and cautioned the Task Force on their desires to standardize the 
process.  Apke noted that each passage exemption and waiver site is very unique as are the needs of 
the native migratory fish.  Apke stated that Department staff discretion on the type of benefit 
analysis performed for future waiver and exemptions is critical.   
 
12.  Willamette Partnership Presentation 
Handout: 
Ecosystem Credit Accounting System 
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Bobby Cochran, Executive Director of the Willamette Partnership, presented information regarding 
the program and the possibility to converge into a mitigation banking effort with ODFW and other 
state agencies.  Catherine MacDonald, Director of Conservation Programs for The Nature 
Conservancy, was available to answer questions. 
 
The Willamette Partnership is a non-profit coalition of diverse leaders within the Willamette River 
Basin, focused on market based approaches to deliver more conservation as well as higher quality 
conservation. 
 
Cochran discussed elements of a fish passage mitigation system and presented the Ecosystem 
Credit Accounting System, a standardized approach to accounting for environmental benefits and 
impacts in Oregon’s Willamette Basin.   
 
Apke commented on the previous presentation from the Oregon Department of Transportation 
(ODOT) and their commitment to help ODFW and other stakeholders build tools to effectively 
administer and mange a passage banking option.  Apke invited the Task Force to attend the next 
meeting with ODOT and stakeholders on March 27, 2012 from 1:00-3:00 p.m. at the ODOT 
building in Salem, Oregon.   
 
Action: 
Apke will electronically distribute the stream functions matrix information provided from Bobby 
Cochran, Willamette Partnerships. 
 
13.  Continued discussion of Task Force Key Policy Issues, Summary, and Prioritization 
Nilson commented that the nine key issues on the board from previous discussion could be grouped 
into five categories.   
 
The following categories were identified: 
 

1) Prioritization/Inventory 
       Program efficiency 

- Ways and means 
- Applying best science 
- Biological effectiveness 

 
2) Waiver/Mitigation Process Improvements 
Mitigation Banking 

- Policy  
- Technical 

 
Net benefit analysis refinement 

- Consistency 
- Flexibility 
- Streamlining tools  

 
Watershed level approach 
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- Approach to waivers and exemptions and where there is room for improvement 
 

3) Consistency w/ Local, State, and Federal Authorities 
Regulatory and administrative 

- Consistency with other state and local plans and policies 
- Address how triggers are conflicting with other state and local policies 
 

4) Communication and coordination 
Public Outreach 

 
5) Funding 

 
Nilson discussed there are not enough people to have five subgroups to tackle these issues; these are 
just areas where the Task Force can provide as much help as possible.  She added that the 
prioritization inventory project is top priority due to the 2012 deadline, and that the waiver and 
mitigation improvement piece is happening already. 
 
Nilson suggested holding one hour sessions twice a year to address funding issues. 
 
Nilson commented that the Task Force is supposed to have a major role in the process of creating a 
prioritization inventory list, and stated it should not be purely ODFW driven.  Nilson discussed the 
need for a guidance document explaining the current prioritization process, and what ODFW is 
planning to do. The Task Force would then review the process and begin formulating comments 
and suggestions for ODFW to be included in the second phase of the process involving passage 
program coordination with districts, scheduled for June. 
 
Heller added that without any input ODFW already has a process in place in order to meet the 2012 
deadline, and a total revamp is not necessary.  Heller suggested the Task Force review and 
comment on the current process used, and then include these ideas for the generation of the next 
Priority list.  
 
Action: 
Loffink and Apke will electronically distribute a guidance document discussing the current 
statewide inventory of artificial obstructions prioritization process including what ODFW has done 
and plans to do, by the end of March.   
 
14.  Other business – Changes to the June 15-16, 2012 Task Force Meeting 
The Task Force agreed to spend the first day of the June, 2012 meeting in Salem, and focus solely 
on the Artificial Obstructions Priority List to discuss process alternatives and help inform ODFW 
how to continue with the next steps of the prioritization process in order to meet the 2012 deadline.   
 
The Task Force will shuttle to the coast (possibly Newport) immediately following the meeting, or 
the next morning to visit project sites, including a tide gate site to be presented by staff in the area.  
The public comment portion of the Task Force meeting will also be held Saturday to allow public 
from the Newport area a chance to be heard. 
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15.  Other business – Review and Approve August 12, 2011 Meeting Minutes Addendum 
The Task Force reviewed the addendum to the August 12, 2011 meeting minutes regarding the Jay 
Street Culvert Passage Exemption request. 
 
The following revision was made: 
Page 1; Paragraph 2:   

Delete “City of Hillsboro’s”.  
 
Motion: 
Dawn Nilson moved to approve the August 12, 2011 minutes addendum as amended.  Harry 
Rectenwald seconded the motion, and the Task Force approved 8-0. 
 
16.  Legislative Session Updates 
Handout: 
House Bill 4101 – Columbia River Basin Water Development 
 
Apke provided an update on draft legislation (House Bill 4101) which directs Oregon Water 
Resources Department (OWRD) to develop a Task Force and provide new allocation of 
approximately 450,000 acre-feet of water out of the lower Columbia River for multiple uses.   
 
Apke commented the latest version of the draft bill (A-Engrossed) does not include the Task Force 
component and now proposes to direct OWRD to pursue development of only 100,000 acre-feet of 
water for agriculture in the Columbia River. 
 
17.  Other Business  
ODFW Office Move in 2013 
Apke discussed the ODFW Commission approval to purchase a new building located in the 
Fairview Industrial Area, near the present Kuebler interchange and south of the Salem Airport.  The 
ODFW Headquarters is scheduled to move to their new location in August of 2013.  Apke 
commented on the projected agency savings by the purchase of the new building.  Apke will 
continue to keep the Task Force apprised as this continues to evolve. 
  
ODFW Owned Obstructions and Facilities Update 
Action: 
Ken Loffink will provide the full set of inventory data already collected, including lessons learned 
to the Task Force at the August Task Force meeting.   
 
18. In Conduit (in-line) Hydroelectric Update 
Apke informed the Task Force that Brett Brownscombe, Natural Resources Policy Advisor for the 
Governor’s Office, has convened a subcommittee of stakeholders to identify and attempt to resolve 
the issues regarding in-conduit hydro power and fish passage.  
 
Under current law (ORS 543), the addition of hydropower to a water right is a change in 
fundamental use and constitutes a trigger of fish passage rules and regulations.  Requiring fish 
passage at future sites may not always be financially practical for the owner or operator, due to 
narrow profit margins.  The subgroup, led by the Governor’s Office is evaluating viable options 
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which may include a fee based charge on future power production projects which choose to seek 
fish passage waivers, instead of providing passage at in-conduit sites where there is an existing 
diversion dam (artificial obstruction).  Cumulatively and through time these charges could be 
pooled and used to improve fish passage at other priority artificial obstructions.  
 
This draft concept may include a fee per project that could be placed into a fish passage specific 
sub-account that may be co-managed by ODFW and OWRC.  These funds could then be provided 
for priority watershed restoration activities for fish passage.  
 
19.  Review Action Items 
Tabatha Hoge reviewed the action items. 
 
20.  2012 Meeting Dates and Locations 
June 15-16, 2012                   Central Coast 
August 10-11, 2012               Klamath Falls 
November 14, 2012               Salem 
 
21.  Adjourn  
The meeting adjourned at 4:53 p.m. 


