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2013 Financial Highlights 

2013 Acquisition Budget

Total acquisitions ………………………………………………………………………………$8,503,400
Total restoration, operations and maintenance ………………………………………….......  $1,475,606
Total acres secured …………………………………………………………………………………...2020
Number of projects that provide significant habitat benefits to both threatened and 
endangered fish and wildlife species, dual credit projects.........………………………………..................3  

Property                                 Fee Title            Conservation        Cost ($)
                                               Acquisition             Elements 
                                             (acres)                 (acres)

Bald Hill Farm                           483                               1,520,000
Coyote Creek                           310                                               805,000
Thurston Hills                           106                                  500,000
Nature Park 
Minto Island                              307                                  850,000
Conservation Area 
South Yamhill River                                                  91                    418,400
Floodplain                   
Flight’s End                           100                                  665,000
Chahalpam                         338                            2,900,000
Mt. Richmond                                                             285                  845,000
Total                                   1644                 376                8,503,400



Major accomplishments 2013

Goals for 2014
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•	 Expanded	staff	to	include	one	biologist	and	three	fish	and	wildlife	technicians	to	assist	with	
     restoration and stewardship of properties

•	 Successfully	acquired	nearly	1,789	acres	for	approximately	8.5	million	dollars

•	 Two	key	ODFW	acquisitions—one	in	the	North	Willamette	watershed	at	Sauvie	Island	and	
Coyote	South	in	the	south	Willamette	watershed—will	conserve	migrating	birds,	amphibians,	
threatened plant species, waterfowl and other Conservation Strategy species

•	 Refined	Project	Selection	Criteria	with	the	assistance	of	the	Technical	Review	Team	and	the	
Wildlife	Advisory	Group	to	better	reflect	program	goals	

•	 Continued	habitat	restoration	work	for	streaked	horned	lark	and	grassland	birds	on	the	
     Herbert Natural Area conservation easement 

•	 Established	a	long-term	savings	account	for	the	program

•	 Began	recruiting	for	a	monitoring	company	to	establish	a	framework	for	compliance	
     monitoring

•	 Develop	a	monitoring	program	to	assess	program	implementation,	compliance	and	
					effectiveness	

•	 Continue	to	develop	program	capacity,	both	internally	and	with	outside	project	sponsors	
     and contractors

•	 Encourage	and	develop	new	sponsors	and	projects

•	 Continue	to	seek	out	new	restoration	funding	opportunities	for	the	program	and	project	
     sponsors

•	 Begin	implementation	of	habitat	management	plans	on	ODFW	properties	and	restoration	
     actions



Program Message

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 3

In	2013,	the	Willamette	Wildlife	Mitigation	Program	acquired	eight	properties,	totaling	1,789	acres—
properties that will benefit the Valley’s fish and wildlife populations now and well into the future. 
Each property is of high conservation value. 

The	program	grew	in	other	ways,	as	well.	We	added	a	biologist	and	three	fish	and	wildlife	technicians	
to	assist	with	restoration	and	stewardship	of	the	properties	during	the	year.	We	are	also	establishing	a	
monitoring program to ensure our actions are successful.

These	accomplishments	are	important	but,	as	I	reflect	on	the	year,	one	of	the	things	we	are	most	
proud of is that all of the projects involved partnerships with individuals and organizations commit-
ted	to	native	habitat	conservation.		And,	with	about	96	percent	of	the	Willamette	Valley	in	private	
ownership, partnerships between public organizations, individuals, tribes, foresters, farmers and 
others are the key to success. 

The project stories in this report highlight the habitats and species that will benefit from conservation 
easements and restoration actions and recognize the people who make this program work. 

Laura Tesler
Willamette	Wildlife	Mitigation	Program	Coordinator
Oregon	Department	of	Fish	and	Wildlife	
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Acquisitions
ODFW acquires prime wetland habitat near Eugene
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Rattlesnake Butte: Michael Karnosh, 
The Confederated Tribes of the Grand 
Ronde, photos.

The Coyote Creek South property near Eugene, which 
was	recently	acquired	by	the	Oregon	Department	of	Fish	
and	Wildlife,	provides	tremendous	habitat	restoration	
potential	for	a	number	of	Oregon	Conservation	Strategy	
species.  Its wetlands, grasslands and riparian habitats 
support	grassland	birds,	red-legged	frogs,	Western	pond	
turtles	and	Townsend’s	big-eared	bats.	

ODFW	and	the	City	of	Eugene	have	completed	a	management	plan	for	the	property,	detailing	
restoration activities including the return of farm fields to wet prairie and vernal pool habitats 
and	the	removal	of	ash	trees	that	are	inhibiting	the	growth	of	native	Oregon	white	oak.

“This property allows us to do landscape work for our declining grassland species,” said Emily 
Steel,	City	of	Eugene.	“Western	meadowlarks,	grasshopper	sparrows	and	federally	listed	streaked	
horned larks all nest nearby or in immediately adjacent areas.”  

In	addition	to	fish	and	wildlife,	a	number	of	increasingly	rare	plant	species—Willamette	Valley	
larkspur,	Willamette	daisy	and	the	federally	endangered	Bradshaw’s	lomatium—	will	do	very	well	
here	according	to	Laura	Tesler,	ODFW	Willamette	Wildlife	Mitigation	Staff	Biologist.	“We	hope	
to replant several endangered native plant species as work progresses in the area.” 

The	310-acre	parcel	connects	the	ODFW-managed	Fern	Ridge	Wildlife	Area	and	the	City	of	
Eugene’s Coyote Prairie wetland mitigation site, allowing for cooperative restoration actions 
across a broad landscape. 

City of Eugene photos.



Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 5

Minto Island Conservation Area expands 
natural area adjacent to city
This year, the City of Salem acquired 310 acres of riparian 
floodplain	on	Minto	Island,	snapping	into	place	a	puzzle	piece	
that	will	link	Minto-Brown	Island	Park	to	property	owned	by	
the Audubon Society, resulting in 1,200 acres of land to be managed for people, fish and wildlife. 

“This is an important acquisition for a number of reasons. It allows for protection and conserva-
tion	of	key	Willamette	River	habitat,	and	it	expands	our	ability	to	do	good	things	for	fish	and	
wildlife,” said Nitin Joshi, Salem’s Environmental Services Manager. “It will also provide public 
access and linkage between public areas.” 

Joshi	is	also	excited	about	the	educational	opportunities	the	unique	natural	area	will	allow.	

The property, known as the Minto Island Conservation Area, has been owned by Boise Cascade 
for many years, but has not been in use since 1983. The area’s wetland and riparian areas are 
especially	important	to	native	fish	species,	including	threatened	Upper	Willamette	River	Chinook	
salmon and steelhead. 

According	to	the	Oregon	Department	of	Fish	and	Wildlife,	many	species	will	benefit	from	
enhancing and restoring riparian, bottomland hardwood forest and aquatic habits within the 
Conservation Area. The property currently hosts waterfowl, great blue herons, shorebirds, song-
birds	and	bald	eagles.	Mink,	black-tailed	deer,	western	pond	turtles	and	other	wildlife	species	are	
also at home here. 

Western pond turtles. ODFW photo

Aerial view. Ron Cooper photo.
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Lawrence	Schwabe,	Hydrosystem	Compliance	Expert	for	the	Confederated	Tribes	of	the	Grand	
Ronde,	supports	the	acquisition,	explaining	that	the	archeological	resources,	water,	fish,	wildlife	
and plant species of the area are all enormously important resources. 

City	staff	will	work	with	local	partners	and	resource	managers	to	develop	habitat	management	
plans and implement future restoration projects on the property.

Flight’s End: a wetland mecca 
Flight’s End is a unique place, steeped in history and 
rich in the wetland habitats that serve as a stopover 
for	migrating	birds	on	the	Pacific	Flyway.	The	100-
acre property on the north end of Sauvie Island was 
operated as a private duck hunting club for decades. 
In	September	2013,	it	was	acquired	by	the	Oregon	
Department	of	Fish	and	Wildlife	and	became	part	
of	the	Sauvie	Island	Wildlife	Area.	

“Flight’s	End	is	prime	habitat	for	migrating	and	wintering	birds,”	said	Mark	Nebeker,	Wildlife	
Area Manager. “It is also important fish habitat. Riparian restoration will help Chinook and coho 
salmon, steelhead and Pacific lamprey.” 

The area’s wetlands, grasslands, riparian forests and lakes provide food and shelter to more than 
250	species	of	birds—dusky	Canada	geese,	pintails,	green-winged	teals,	common	yellowthroats,	
Western	peewees,	bald	eagles,	osprey,	great	blue	herons,	great	egrets	and	more.	Oregon	Conserva-
tion	Strategy	priority	species	on	the	site	include	northern	red-legged	frogs	and	willow	flycatchers.  

Wapato,	the	plant	valued	as	a	food	source	by	the	Native	Americans	who	lived	in	the	area,	grows	
on	Flight’s	End.	Once	common	throughout	the	lower	Columbia	River	bottomlands,	wapato	has	
all	but	disappeared	from	its	historic	range.		The	goal	is	to	expand	the	current	two	acres	of	wapato	
to 25 for the enjoyment of the tundra swans, waterfowl, rails, shorebirds and amphibians that 
prefer it to other food sources.

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife photos.
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Partners in the restoration include the Bonneville Power Administration, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife	Service,	ODFW	and	others.				

Located 15 miles from downtown Portland, Sauvie Island is designated an Important Bird Area 
by	the	Audubon	Society,	a	Willamette	River	Anchor	Habitat	by	the	Oregon	Watershed	Enhance-
ment	Board	and	a	key	Conservation	Opportunity	Area	by	the	Oregon	Conservation	Strategy.

Conservation, Agriculture and Recreation Come Together 
at Bald Hill Farm
Greenbelt	Land	Trust	acquired	the	587-acre	historic	Bald	Hill	Farm	west	of	Corvallis	in	July	2013,	
a property that will blend conservation values with recreation, education and agriculture.

Fish	and	wildlife	benefits	will	be	realized	as	Greenbelt	restores	and	improves	native	oak	savanna,	
prairie and wetland habitats.  Three federally listed plant species occur on Bald Hill Farm: 
Nelson’s	checkermallow,	Willamette	Daisy	and	Kincaid’s	lupine,	the	host	plant	for	the	endangered	
Fender’s	blue	butterfly.		

The farm will also be managed for agriculture including livestock grazing.
 
“This property allows us to demonstrate how sustainable farming and conservation values can 
co-exist,”	said	Michael	Pope,	GLT	executive	director.	“The	issue	of	working	landscapes	is	an	
important	one	in	the	Willamette	Valley	and	it	is	something	we	have	to	get	right.	At	Greenbelt,	
we	have	good	success	with	education	outreach,	citizen	science	and	nature	tours—all	of	which	get	
people involved in solutions to the problems we face.”
 
One	of	the	things	that	makes	Bald	Hill	Farm	so	valuable	is	its	proximity	to	other	protected	
lands—more	than	1,400	acres	within	or	adjacent	to	the	urban	growth	boundaries	of	Corvallis	and	
Philomath are now in conservation.  “This connectivity of landscapes will let us do good things 
for prairie and savanna species,” said Pope.

The property is also popular with hikers and bicyclists who use the system of managed trails. 
Over	the	next	18	months,	a	formal	management	plan	will	be	developed	that	will	guide	restora-
tion, agriculture and recreation uses.  

Greenbelt Land Trust photos. 
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The acquisition was made possible by landowners Andrew and Lauralee Martin and other 
donors.		Grant	funders	are	Bonneville	Power	Administration,	Oregon	Watershed	Enhancement	
Board,	US	Fish	and	Wildlife	Service,	Oregon	Parks	and	Recreation	Department	and	the	Oregon	
Department	of	Fish	and	Wildlife.

Tribe manages river land for native fish conservation
The	338-acre	former	family	farm	on	the	banks	of	
the North Santiam River near Stayton is a critically 
important property for imperiled fish and wildlife. 
With	more	than	two	miles	of	riverfront,	120	acres	of	
riparian	forests,	twenty	acres	of	wetlands,	extensive	
side	channels	and	a	slough	where	Oregon	chub	thrive,	
it is one of the most intact riparian areas in the lower 
Santiam Basin.

	“We	have	been	interested	in	the	property	for	many	years,”	said	Josh	Kling,	Western	Rivers	
Conservancy	program	director.	“The	North	Santiam	historically	produced	one-third	of	the	
Willamette	Valley’s	spring	Chinook	and	two-thirds	of	its	winter	steelhead.	Within	that	context,	
the	project	offers	an	incredible	opportunity	to	improve	habitat	for	these	threatened	fish.”

Restoration	will	also	benefit	Pacific	lamprey,	Oregon	chub,	native	Santiam	cutthroat	rainbow	
trout	and	numerous	terrestrial	and	bird	species.	An	intact	floodplain	forest	on	the	property	
attracts	pileated	woodpeckers,	western	pond	turtles,	red-legged	frogs,	western	bluebird,	vesper	
sparrow, deer and elk. 

The Conservancy conveyed the land to the Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde. The 
Tribe,	which	calls	the	property	Chahalpam,	the	traditional	homeland	of	the	Santiam	Kalapuya,	
is drafting a management plan that will include conversion of grass seed and grain fields to 
native habitat. 

New Nature Park slated for Thurston Hills 
Willamalane	Park	and	Recreation	District	will	soon	boast	a	new	nature	park, and a number of key 
native	habitats	will	be	conserved	through	the	acquisition	of	a	106-acre	property	at	the	base	of	the	
Thurston Hills near Springfield. 

The property’s location at the edge of a growing community, its remnant native oak and 
prairiehabitats and its connection to the larger, forested corridor of the Thurston Hills, make it 
a valuable habitat for wildlife and plants in need of conservation. The natural area will be easily 
accessible, connected to the heart of Springfield by a bicycle and pedestrian path running 
adjacent to the property.

Oregon chub. ODFW photo.
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The district plans restoration projects including removal 
and management of invasive species and restoration of oak 
woodlands, savannas and prairies. Acorn woodpeckers, little 
willow	flycatchers,	Oregon	vesper	sparrows,	short-eared	
owls,	slender-billed	nuthatch,	streaked	horned	larks,	western	
meadowlarks, western gray squirrels and a number of rare 
plant species will all benefit. 

A walking trail network through the property with signage 
interpreting	the	Willamette	Valley’s	landscapes	and	site	restoration	activities	is	planned.

The	Trust	for	Public	Land	acquired	the	property	and	conveyed	it	to	Willamalane	Park	and	
Recreation	District.	Willamalane	and	TPL	are	collaborating	on	additional	acquisitions	adjacent	
to the property that, when complete, will protect a contiguous hillside forest and natural area 
covering more than 600 acres.

Mount Richmond Conservation Easement protects threatened 
and endangered plants 
A conservation easement on 284 acres of land near Yamhill will protect habitat for plants and 
wildlife	and	provide	for	ecological	research.		One	of	the	major	restoration	objectives	is	to	manage	
and	expand	habitat	for	Fender’s	blue	butterfly	and	its	host	plant,	Kincaid’s	lupine.	The	easement	
and associated management plan will also provide for the reestablishment of other listed species 
including	Nelson’s	checker-mallow,	Willamette	daisy	and	golden	paintbrush.

The	property’s	owner,	Norvella	Koelling,	and	her	late	husband	
James have been stellar stewards of the land over the years and 
have long hoped to conserve the property in perpetuity.  After 
many	years	of	work	with	the	Yamhill	Soil	and	Water	Conserva-
tion	District	and	the	US	Fish	and	Wildlife	Service	Partners	for	
Fish	and	Wildlife	Program,	the	Koellings	started	looking	at	
options to permanently conserve the land. In 2010, The Trust 
for	Public	Land	began	working	with	Koellings	and	project	
partners on a conservation easement.

According	to	Michael	Crabtree,	Senior	Conservation	Technician	at	the	Yamhill	Soil	and	Water	
Conservation	District,	habitats	to	be	protected	by	the	easement	include	prairie,	oak	savanna	and	
oak woodlands. 

Given	the	size	of	the	Mt	Richmond	conservation	easement,	it	has	the	potential	to	foster	species	
resilience	and	will	serve	as	a	secure	“anchor	point”	on	the	current	north	end	of	the	federally-
endangered	Fender’s	blue	butterfly’s	Valley	range.	

Thurston Hills. Darcy Kiefel, 
The Trust for Public Land photo. 

Norvella Koelling, 
The Trust for Public Land photo.
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The	Trust	for	Public	Land	acquired	the	conservation	easement	from	Norvella	Koelling	and	
immediately	conveyed	it	to	the	Yamhill	Soil	and	Water	Conservation	District	for	long-term	
stewardship.

About BPA and Willamette Wildlife 
Mitigation Program
The	Bonneville	Power	Administration	funding	helps	fulfill	an	agreement	that	the	State	of	Oregon	
made	in	2010	to	protect	nearly	20,000	acres	of	Willamette	Basin	wildlife	habitat.	The	agreement	
dedicates	stable	funding	from	electric	ratepayers	for	15	years	to	safeguard	Willamette	habitat	for	
native	species,	supporting	state	efforts	to	protect	the	Willamette	Basin	and	fulfilling	BPA’s	respon-
sibility	under	the	Northwest	Power	Act	to	offset	the	impacts	of	federal	flood	control	and	hydro-
power	dams.	Find	more	information	in	the	Wildlife	Habitat	section	of	ODFW’s	website,	http://
www.dfw.state.or.us/wildlife/willamette_wmp/index.asp

Financials
On	Oct.	22,	2010	Oregon	Governor	Theodore	Kulongoski,	BPA	Administrator	Steven	Wright,	
and	Oregon	Department	of	Fish	and	Wildlife	Director	Roy	Elicker	signed	the	Willamette	River	
Basin	Memorandum	of	Agreement	Regarding	Wildlife	Habitat	Protection	and	Enhancement	
between	the	State	of	Oregon	and	the	Bonneville	Power	Administration.	This	agreement	perma-
nently settles BPA’s wildlife mitigation responsibilities for wildlife habitat losses caused by the 
construction	of	the	Willamette	Valley	project,	as	required	under	the	Northwest	Power	Act	of	
1980	(16	U.S.C.	§	839-839h,	Dec.	5,	1980)	by	providing	funding	for	the	protection	and	
restoration	of	wildlife	habitat	in	the	Willamette	Valley.

Mt. Richmond. The Trust for Public Land photo.   Fender’s blue butterfly, USFWS photo.
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BPA has agreed to fund the protection of habitat through the purchase of lands or conservation 
easements for the state or for third parties over the term of the Memorandum of Agreement, 
which runs through 2025. Funding for these purchases will start at $2.5 million per year in the 
first	three	years,	increasing	to	$8	million	per	year	in	2014	until	2025.	Inflation	will	be	added	at	
2.5%	(compounded),	starting	in	2015.	The	total	funding	for	acquisitions	will	be	$117,864,424	
through 2025. These funds will be used to pay for the purchase of real property interest and the 
long-term	stewardship	of	habitat	values.	BPA	will	administer	these	finds	and	will	purchase	prop-
erties	or	easements	based	on	recommendations	from	ODFW.	ODFW	established	a	trust	account	
to pay for long term monitoring and maintenance of these properties after 2025.

BPA	also	agreed	to	fund	ODFW’s	implementation	of	the	settlement	including	O&M	for	Willa-
mette mitigation sites purchased with BPA funding prior to 2010. The total amount of this fund 
was	$26,226,440	(including	inflation).	The	fund	was	to	be	dispersed	in	the	following	increments:	
for	2011-2012	the	dispersal	would	be	$837,000,	in	2013,	the	dispersal	would	be	$1.1	million,	and	
in 2014, the dispersal would be $1.7 million per annum until 2025. These funds are used support 
ODFW’s	implementation	of	the	settlement,	including	personnel	costs,	development	of	a	monitor-
ing	program,	and	a	portion	of	these	funds	are	directly	used	to	fund	ongoing	restoration	efforts	on	
past	and	present	acquisitions	made	under	the	Willamette	Wildlife	Mitigation	program	at	ODFW.

In	return	for	this	commitment,	ODFW	developed	criteria	to	evaluate	potential	habitat	acquisi-
tions, working with a team of conservation organizations, Tribes, local governments, and other 
interested parties. These criteria were approved by the Independent Scientific Review Panel 
(ISRP)	in	2012,	as	required	under	the	Northwest	Power	Act	as	amended	in	1996	(839b(h)(10)
(D)(iv)).	Proposals	will	be	evaluated	and	prioritized	using	the	criteria,	and	BPA	will	then	fund	
protection	using	the	prioritized	list	to	guide	expenditures	until	that	year’s	capital	budget	is	ex-
pended. The state will certify projects to ensure that they represent appropriate mitigation for 
habitat	losses.	Total	lands	protected,	including	all	projects	prior	to	the	MOA,	will	meet	or	exceed	
a minimum of 26,537 acres.

ODFW	believes	that	this	program	is	necessary	to	successfully	compensate	the	state	of	Oregon	for	
the	losses	of	wildlife	habitat	caused	by	the	construction	of	13	multi-purpose	dams	and	reservoirs	
in	the	Willamette	Project.	ODFW	has	engaged	the	public	in	developing	criteria	for	selecting	the	
lands	to	be	designated	for	habitat	protection.	ODFW	will	work	only	with	willing	sellers	and	will	
use a combination of conservation easements and purchases to protect habitat and enable local 
communities	to	guide	the	location	of	purchases	to	maximize	community	support.
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