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Biologists
Natural Resource Specialists

Join our team to help fulfill our mission to protect 
and enhance Oregon’s fish and wildlife, and their 
habitats, for use and enjoyment by present and 
future generations. 
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If you are passionate about natural resources, we 
invite you to join our team and assist with furthering 
ODFW’s mission by partnering with communities and 
sharing how our work has a positive effect on Oregon’s 
fish, wildlife and their habitats. ODFW is dedicated to 
cultivating a diverse and inclusive workforce as we 
strive to represent and better serve our neighboring 
communities. Our most important asset is our 
employees, and each person brings unique, different, 
and important contributions to the workplace and 
community we serve.  With Oregon’s changing 
demographics, a workforce that reflects this change 
will make us stronger and create an opportunity for 
better decision making. Consider joining our team as 
we lead ODFW into the future!

Find current job opportunities on the  
ODFW website at:  www.ODFW.com/hr

https://myodfw.com/
https://dfw.state.or.us/hr/


Working as a Biologist 
at ODFW

Responsibilities and Assignments 
Natural Resource Specialists work to conserve, 
manage and protect natural resources. They work 
in areas as diverse as habitat restoration, salmon 
recovery, marine fisheries, wildlife management, 
wildlife diversity, stream restoration, hydropower  
and research.

This work can include general scientific and technical 
data collection, data analysis, technical assistance, 
project coordination, monitoring and evaluation, and 
inspection and investigation. Biologists generally are 
permanent, full-time positions.

Working Conditions  
Natural Resource Specialists work outdoors in all 
types of weather conditions, and in a variety of 
outside and indoor settings. Work assignments can 
include varied schedules and hours. 

Requirements 
Natural Resource Specialists must have a bachelor’s 
degree in fisheries or wildlife science or a closely 
related biological/ecological degree, or three years 
of biological experience in a fish or wildlife program. 
Higher-level natural resource specialists require 
advanced resource management experience, in 
addition to a degree. An advanced degree may 
substitute for some experience.

Applicants are subject to both a criminal history 
background check and driving record check. This 
includes having a valid driver license, and an 
acceptable driving record and background check. 
Some positions may require firearms use, a boater 
education card, ATV safety education card, or other 
certification.

Desired Skills 
Strong skills in math, statistics, and quantitative and 
qualitative analyses are desired. In addition, writing, 
public speaking, negotiating and problem-solving 
skills will be considered.


