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Curtis E. Melcher
Director

Dear Oregonians,

This document highlights the accomplishments of Oregon’s Access and Habitat Program 
(A&H) over the past two years. The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife is proud of 
this program and the benefits it provides to wildlife and everyone who enjoys them. 

The purpose of A&H is to provide public hunting access and improve habitat on private 
lands, while helping maintain relations between hunters and private landowners. During the 
2015–2017 biennium, A&H provided public access to 4.6 million acres of private land and 
improved wildlife habitat on over 42,000 acres of private lands. Over 200 landowners and 
organizations participated in the program. 

A&H is funded entirely by hunters through a license surcharge. Habitat improvements  
are designed to benefit game species however there are great collateral benefits to many other 
wildlife species as well. For example, juniper removal projects increase available water,  
restoring native upland and riparian habitat which benefits a diversity of birds, mammals, 
amphibians, and fish species. 

A significant portion of A&H funds are directed to law enforcement projects designed to 
maintain public access to Oregon’s private timberlands. These projects enforce road  
closures to protect sensitive areas and reduce natural resource damage that would  
otherwise lead to the closure of public access. 

The A&H Program maximizes its impact by leveraging partner resources and securing  
additional funding. For each A&H Program dollar spent during the 2015–2017 biennium, 
project partners contributed $2.54. In addition to projects funded by the A&H program, 
federal grant funds through the U.S. Department of Agriculture provided access to an  
additional 260,000 acres of private land. A&H will continue working with federal, state, 
and local partners to further the goals of the program, succinctly described by its motto, 
“Landowners and Hunters Together for Wildlife”. 

Thank you for your continued interest and support of this important program. 

Sincerely,

December 5, 2016
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About the Access & Habitat Program 
Since inception in 1993 by the Oregon Legislature to improve public hunting access and wildlife habitat on private lands statewide, 
the Access & Habitat (A&H) Program has provided hunting access to over 8 million acres and improved over 1.6 million acres of 
wildlife habitat. Appointed by the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission (Commission) the Access and Habitat Board (Board) 
is a seven-member volunteer board providing input and oversite of the A&H Program. The Board appoints volunteer members 
to seven Regional Councils (Councils) and reviews project proposals that come out of the Regional Councils. The Board reviews 
projects proposals recommended by the Councils and recommends projects that further the A&H mission to the Commission for 
final approval. 

Funding, Revenue, and Expenditures 
Funding is derived by a $4 surcharge on hunting and combination licenses, allocations from the Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife’s (ODFW) Green Forage and Deer Enhancement and Restoration (DEAR) programs, and proceeds from 
the annual auction and raffle of 10 deer and 10 elk tags. Revenues not spent during the biennium are retained in a dedicated 
reserve account for future expenditure. 

Projected revenue for the 2015–2017 biennium (through June 2017) is $2,629,904, including $1,672,417 from hunting license 
surcharges, $294,666 from raffle sales, $625,455 from auction sales, and $37,366 from Green Forage and DEAR programs. 

As of January 3, 2016, program obligations for the 2015–2017 biennium include $377,791 for administrative activities and 
$2,037,081 for project grants (including those carried over from previous biennia). The projected reserve account balance at 
the end of the biennium is $1,038,000.

Project Accomplishments: Hunting Access 
Ninety percent of A&H projects provide public hunting opportunities on private lands. The Enhanced Law Enforcement 
patrols maintain public access to over 3.5 million acres of productive Oregon industrial timberlands. In addition, A&H funds 
open nearly one million acres of farms, ranches, and other private lands throughout Oregon. 

This biennium, A&H used grant funding made available the 2014 Farm Bills to provide over 260,000 additional acres of 
hunting access, including property in the Willamette Valley and Central Oregon where participation in A&H has historically 
been low. 

Project Accomplishments: Wildlife Habitat 
Projects active during the 2015–2017 biennium improved habitat on over 40,000 acres of private land; over 1.6 million acres 
has been improved since A&H’s inception in 1993. Common habitat enhancements include juniper removal, noxious weed 
control, spring development, riparian restoration, and post wildfire emergency seeding. 
  

Obtaining the Complete Report 
To obtain a hardcopy of the full report contact A&H Program Coordinator Isaac Sanders at 503-947-6087 or 
Isaac.R.Sanders@state.or.us. An electronic copy of the report is available at www.odfw.com/lands/AH/publications.

Oregon’s Access & Habitat Program 
2015–2017 Biennium Report
Executive Summary
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Owsley Canyon Access Area provides 435 acres of access to varied  
habitats minutes from downtown La Grande, Oregon.

Introduction
Established by the Oregon Legislature in 1993, Access and 
Habitat (A&H) is an incentive-based program that provides 
public hunting access and improves wildlife habitat on 
private lands throughout Oregon. In 2009 the Legislature 
extended the program benefits to Oregon’s citizens and 
wildlife resources through December 2019.

This report to the Oregon Legislature provides an 
opportunity to reflect on program accomplishments to date 
for the 2015–2017 biennium.

These include:
• Active projects

• Matching funds of over $11 million

• Annual hunter access to over 4.5 million acres of private land

• Wildlife habitat improvements on over 42,000 acres 

Program Objectives
A&H Program motto, “Landowners and Hunters Together 
for Wildlife”, conveys the program’s mission to foster 
partnerships between landowners and hunters for the benefit 
of the wildlife they both value. The program also seeks to 
recognize and encourage the important contributions made 
by landowners to the state’s wildlife resources—stewardship 
that affects about 42 percent of Oregon’s land base.  
Improving landowner-hunter relations continues to be a high 
priority for ODFW, sportsmen and women. 

How the Program Works
Program revenue is generated by a $4 annual surcharge on 
hunting licenses, proceeds from the annual raffle and auction 
of special deer and elk tags. The A&H Program provides 
grants to private landowners, industrial timber companies, 
sporting groups, natural resource agencies, and others for 
projects designed to improve wildlife habitat and/or increase 
public hunting access on private lands. Examples of eligible 
projects include juniper removal, wildlife forage seeding, 
water development, noxious weed eradication, wetland 
restoration, law enforcement patrols, travel management 
areas, and public hunting leases on private lands.

Anyone wishing to receive a grant must complete an 
application describing the project and its benefits to 
wildlife and/or provisions for public hunting opportunities, 
cooperators, work schedules and procedures, and funding 
commitments. Project proposals are reviewed first by the 
appropriate A&H Regional Advisory Council, which sends its 
recommendations to the A&H State Board (Board).

Council recommended proposals are reviewed by the Board 
on a statewide level and projects that further project goals 
are forwarded to the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission 
(Commission) for final funding consideration. 

A&H Funding Sources
Funding for the A&H Program comes from  
three sources:
• $4 surcharge on annual hunting and  

combination licenses

• Allocations from the ODFW Green Forage and  
Deer Enhancement and Restoration (DEAR) programs

• Proceeds from the annual auction and raffle of 10 deer 
and 10 elk tags

July 2015–June 2017 Revenue
Hunting License surcharge*  $1,672,417

Raffle Tags*  $   294,666

Auction Tags*  $   625,455

Green and DEAR   $     37, 366

*TOTAL REVENUE                         $2,629,904

*Revenue projected through June 2017. Revenue 
may vary depending upon actual number of 
hunting licenses sold and auction/raffle revenues.



Oregon’s Access & Habitat Program | 2015 - 2017 Biennium Report

4

ACCESS AND HABITAT PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS*  |  DECEMBER 31, 2016
Projects Approved During 

2015–2017 Biennium
Total Projects Active 

During 2015–2017 
Biennium

Since Program     
Inception (1993)

   * Does not include projects scheduled for Commission review March 13, 2017 and June 5, 2017

A&H Project Expenditures

The A&H statute establishes eligibility for projects that 
provide habitat improvement benefits, hunting access 
benefits, or a combination of both. The Commission 
approved 12 new projects from July 2015 through 
December 2016, bringing the total number of projects 
active during the biennium to 62. 

A&H project cooperators contributed over $11 million  
in matching funds towards projects active during the 
2015–2017 biennium. This means that over $2.50 of 
cooperator funds were spent on approved projects for 
every A&H dollar spent. 

Total Number of Projects                          
Private Land Hunting Access (acres)           
Habitat Directly Improved (acres) 
     

12
3,600,257

1,860

62
5,082,497

42,757

501
8.3 million
1.6 million

Projected A&H sub-account balance at end of biennium   $1,038,000*   As of December 29, 2016.   
Does not include projects scheduled for Fish and Wildlife Commission review on March 17, 2017 and June 9, 2017.

A&H annually funds treatment of noxious weeds like this patch of cheatgrass in Malheur County.

$2,414,872
$1,403,425

$995,199
$56,249

Total

A&H 2015–2017 BIENNIUM BUDGET SUMMARY* 

$377,791
$235,091
$109,199
$33,501

Program Administration

$2,037,081
$1,168,334

$746,000
$22,748

Project Grants

Beginning Available Allocation                      
Expenditures to Date                                   
Remaining Obligations                                       
Available (additional) Funds

2015–2017 Program Expenditures 

A&H revenues are used to fund approved project grants and 
administrative expenses, including one permanent statewide 
coordinator position. Revenues not spent during previous 
biennia are retained in a reserve account. Expected revenue 
this biennium is approximately $2.6 million. 

Over $2 million has been committed to project grants approved 
during the 2015–2017 biennium or carried over from previous 
biennia. Administrative expenses total $384,804, including 
funds to install new access area signs and systems to estimate 
hunter use and satisfaction. The projected reserve account 
balance at the end of the biennium is $1,038,000.
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CURRENT BOARD MEMBERS

Landowner 
Representative Doug 
Baily and his wife 
operate a small farm 
near Oakland, Oregon 
where they raise 
Heritage breeds of 
American livestock. 

Doug is a lifetime hunter and fisherman. 
He practiced law in Alaska for nearly 50 
years and served as Attorney General 
of Alaska during 1989 and 1990 where 
he had responsibility for Alaska’s legal 
response to the Exxon Valdez oil spill. 
He is presently a Volunteer Firefighter at 
North Douglas County fire and EMS.

Alan Christensen, 
of Portland, is an 
OSU-trained wildlife 
biologist who has 
worked for State, 
Federal, and non-profit 
conservation groups, 
including as Assistant 

Director of Natural Resources with 
U.S. Forest Service in Portland, and for 
hunter conservation organizations such 
as the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
and Theodore Roosevelt Conservation 
Partnership. He has also served as chair 
of the International Grizzly and Wolf 
Working Group. Alan recently retired 
from Western Rivers Conservancy and 
serves as a Hunter Representative on the 
A&H Board. 

Recently appointed to 
a second term, Hunter 
Representative David 
Stiefvater is a retired 
electrician and traffic 
safety coordinator 
from Ontario. His 
involvement was 

critical in securing the Ontario Access 
Area, which provides upland and 
waterfowl hunting opportunities to 
hundreds of youth and adult hunters 
in the Ontario Area. Dave is also 
a committee member and habitat 
coordinator for the Malheur County 
Chapter of Pheasants Forever, and 
is a member of the Oregon Hunters 
Association and the National Wild 
Turkey Federation. An ODFW Hunter 
Education Instructor for over a decade, 
he provides valuable insight to the board 
from hunters. 

Board Chair Craig Ely 
owns a 166-acre farm 
on critical winter range 
in La Grande. Craig 
retired from ODFW as 
the Northeast Region 
Supervisor after 36 
years of service with 

the agency. He is intimately familiar with 
landowner issues including wildlife damage 
and the Landowner Preference (LOP) 
Program from both personal and work 
experience. Craig has served on a variety of 
boards and committees, from the Oregon 
Hunters Association to US Forest Service 
NEPA ID Teams, as well as the Northeast 
Regional A&H Advisory Council.

Landowner 
Representative, Willie 
Bronson assists in 
managing family farm 
and timberlands in 
the Willamette Valley.  
Willie retired after 
42 years working as a 

forester on private timberlands in western 
Oregon. He is very familiar with animal 
damage and landowner access issues and 
the need to involve the hunting public to 
address those concerns. He served as a 
representative on the ODFW black-tailed 
deer working group and OFIC’s bear 
damage co-op. Willie is a board member 
on the Western Lane Forest Protective 
Association and the Goshen Rural Fire 
Protection District. With more than 35 
years hunting in Northeastern Oregon, 
he very familiar with access and wildlife 
issues changes in that region.

The most recent 
appointment to the 
Board, Candy Yow 
lives in La Pine with 
her husband Randy. 
Growing up on large 
ranches she knows 
and understands the 

ranching/farming life. Candy and Randy 
have a Hunting Show airing nationally, 
regionally and internationally called 
Extreme Desire TV. It is backcountry, 
DIY, public lands hunting, a bit extreme 
at times but always real. Candy started the 
NW Ladies Hunting Camp 3 years ago 
to encourage and educate women in the 
skills they need in the outdoors, an event 
garnering attention in other states. Candy 
is a member of RMEF, OHA, NRA, 
MDF and helps at numerous banquets 
each year to support their efforts. Candy is 
passionate about keeping our wildlife and 
public lands open for generations to come.

THE ACCESS AND HABITAT BOARD

Oregon Revised Statute 496.228 established a seven-member citizen board to provide oversight of the A&H Program. Appointed 
by the Commission, the Board consists of three members representing landowner interests, three members representing hunter 
interests, and one member representing the general public, who also serves as chairperson. The Board reviews A&H project 
proposals and make formal recommendations for project funding to the Commission. The Board is directed to recommend a mix 
of projects that balance access and habitat benefits statewide when reviewing grant proposals. Meeting quarterly Board members 
review applications and conduct other program business.  

Ronald Borisch and Robert Jaeger left the A&H Board during the biennium after serving as Landowner Representatives.  
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Six regional councils serve in an advisory capacity to the 
A&H Board. The councils provide the initial review of 
grant proposals and forward their recommendations to the 

A&H Board. Composed of landowner, hunter, and public 
representatives, volunteer council members bring grass roots 
expertise and local knowledge to the review process.

ACCESS AND HABITAT REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCILS

The Legislature authorized the Access and Habitat program 
in 1993 and over the last 34 years the program has become an 
important mechanism for improving relationships with private 
landowners. As the end of the 2015–2017 Biennium draws to 
a close the Access and Habitat Board, with the unique mixture 
of hunter and landowner representatives, continues to support 
and implement the original Legislative directive of improving 
relationships between landowners, hunters and ODFW.

Last year saw record breaking revenues from the raffle and 
auction of A&H deer and elk tags, these revenues combined 
with license funds have allowed the Board to fund projects 
that enhance access to private property, improve wildlife 
habitat, and fund emergency seeding and winter feeding. 
In addition, the Department was awarded a $1.56 million 
Federal Grant allowing the program to add additional access 

and habitat projects, including continued access to 250,000 
acres of private forest lands in NE Oregon.  

As the Board looks towards the 2017–2019 Biennium 
the Access and Habitat program faces several challenges 
to maintaining the level of service the public has grown 
to expect. In light of changes in the management and 
ownership of Oregon’s timberlands the Board believes the 
existing models used for access will need to be reviewed 
during the next biennium.  

Additionally, the Board has identified the need for more 
habitat improvement projects on private property during 
the coming biennium. The Board and ODFW staff remain 
committed to implementing the strongest possible program 
to aid landowners, increase hunter access to private 
property and improve wildlife habitat.                           

A MESSAGE FROM THE ACCESS AND HABITAT BOARD CHAIR

 ~ Craig Ely
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Hunting Access Summary
Ninety percent of Access and Habitat 
projects active during the 2015–2017 
biennium included a hunting access 
component. Location and information 
on accessing these properties is made 
available through a variety of media 
sources, on the ODFW webpage,  
and the Oregonhuntingmap.com, 
highlighted later in this report. The 
majority of hunting opportunities 
on A&H project lands are for deer, 
elk, and upland birds. Some projects 
also offer hunting opportunities for 
pronghorn, waterfowl, cougar, bear, 
wild turkey, coyotes, bighorn sheep, 
ground squirrels and western gray 
squirrel, as well as shed collection and 
breathtaking scenery. 

A&H Access Areas  
(Access Areas) 
Access Areas offer access to over 1 
million acres of private farm, ranch  
and industrial forest lands in Oregon. 
Some access areas, for example the 
Iron Mt. Access Area near Baker City, 
provide public access to inaccessible 
publicly owned property, Iron Mt. 
provides access to over 4,000 acres 
of previously inaccessible federal 
property. Regulated Hunt Areas near 
Heppner, totaling nearly 40,000 acres, 
were continued on private ranch and 
grazing association lands through 
January of 2021.  

The start of 2017 saw the creation 
of the largest Access Area to date, 
250,000 acres of timberland near La 
Grande managed by Hancock Forest 
Management. Some projects provide 
hunting opportunities specifically for 
youth hunters with most projects open 
to all hunters. The ability of A&H to 
compensate landowners for providing 
access helps keep working lands in 
production while providing wildlife 
managers another tool to mitigate 
wildlife damage by utilizing hunters  
to haze game on private property.  

Iron Mountain
Located southeast of Baker City, Oregon, A&H’s Iron Mountain Access Area 
provides “Welcome to Hunt” access to 7,557 acres including 4,215 acres of 
previously inaccessible public land. Prior to the property joining A&H in 2011, 
hunters were forced to charter a helicopter flight or gain permission from 
adjacent private landowners to access the publicly owned land. The remote 
nature and consistently high quality of game available on the BLM property 
made available by this Access Area makes this one of the most highly desired 
tracts of public land in the entire Lookout Mountain Wildlife Management unit. 

Maintaining access to the private, and by extension, public land is a high priority 
for the ODFW Baker City Wildlife District for both the opportunity it affords 
hunters and by providing the District with another tool to address damage 
issues on adjacent private property. 

Another beautiful day at the Iron Mountain Access Area, located southeast of Baker City, Oregon.
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Enhanced Law Enforcement Patrols (Enhanced Patrol)

Enhanced Patrols provide access to over 
3.5 million acres of private lands. The 
majority of the Enhanced Patrol areas are 
west of the Cascade crest, with the notable 
exception of Green Diamond Resources 
Corporation (GDRC) project which 
provides access to over 600,000 acres of 
private timber land in Klamath, Jackson 
and Lake Counties. Like most Enhanced 
Patrol areas the GDRC project also 
provides access for anglers, bird watchers, 
and anyone that enjoys a day in the forest. 

With the exception of the Linn and 
Lincoln County projects, the Enhanced 
Patrol projects contract with Oregon 
State Police Fish and Wildlife Division 
to seasonally hire retired troopers whom 

patrol cooperating private lands. Before 
and during hunting seasons the officers 
enforce wildlife laws and protect against 
poaching, illegal hunting, theft, vandalism, 
littering, environmental damage to 
land, ensure fire danger restrictions are 
followed and improve the quality of 
hunting for deer and elk. These troopers 
are in addition to full time OSP Fish and 
Wildlife Troopers funded through license 
and general fund sources. 

From July 1, 2015 to November 30, 2016 
OSP A&H funded troopers spent over 
fourteen thousand hours patrolling private 
lands and interacting with the public. 
A&H troopers made 12,644 contacts, 
issued 1,399 warnings, with almost 200 

citations and arrests. In addition, retired 
troopers passed off over 200 leads to 
regular OSP Fish and Wildlife troopers 
for further investigation and follow up.  
A&H also partners with the Association of 
Concerned Landowners in Lincoln County 
and the Linn Forest Protective Association 
to partially fund Sheriff Deputies that 
keep over 690,000 acres of industrial forest 
property in the two counties open for 
public access. 

Without the partnership between 
private landowners, law enforcement, 
and Access and Habitat large tracts of 
private timberlands would likely be closed 
to public entry or convert to a system 
requiring entry fees.    

Funded through 2019 by A&H, the 
Green Diamond Resources Corporation 
Enhanced Patrol project provides 
access to over 937 square miles of 
private timberlands in Klamath, Lake 
and Jackson Counties. Green Diamond 
Resources Company a fifth generation, 
family owned forest products company 
with land in Oregon, California and 
Washington purchased the property from 
Jeld-Wen Timber Resources Company 
several years ago and continued the long 
standing history of providing access to 
their lands. 

However, acts of vandalism, garbage 
dumping, poaching, off road vehicle 
use, and criminal behavior place access 
to those lands in jeopardy. To address 
the unacceptable resource damage and 
unlawful activities A&H partnered with 
the landowner and Oregon State Police to 
fund a retired OSP trooper to patrol GDRC 
properties. The trooper typically spends 
over 1,000 hours a year patrolling the 
area, with a majority of the time spent on 

Green Diamond Resources Corporation

the ground interacting with users during 
the summer and fall months. 

The enhanced patrols have reduced the 
presence of littering and dumping on the 
property, educated hundreds of ATV users, 
and assisted regular OSP Fish and Wildlife 
Troopers on decoy operations and patrols 
of deer wintering areas on and near GDRC 
lands near Silver Lake. Prime examples 
of the non-game work done by the A&H 
funded troopers include the investigation 
of serious damage caused by 4X4 
vehicles to a wet meadow on Haymaker 
Mountain leading to a felony indictment. 
Also investigated was the damage to 
Pacific Power transmission lines on the 
rim of Keno Canyon, the line had been 
shot resulting in $25,000 in damage and 
disruptions to power transmission. 

The additional law enforcement presence 
provided by the Enhanced Patrols 
contributes to improved hunting and 
recreation experiences for all users of 
natural resources valued by all Oregonians.
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A mobile-friendly version 

of OregonHuntingMap.com  

was launched in 2014 

providing the same 

features as the desktop 

version while showing the 

user’s current location  

on the map. 

The range of habitat improvement 
projects funded by the A&H Program 
reflects the diversity of Oregon’s 
landscape. During the 2015-17 biennium 
42,757 acres of private land were 
improved to benefit wildlife.   

The following is a sample of the kinds of 
projects funded during the biennium:

• Juniper removal

• Noxious weed eradication

• Emergency seeding after wildfires

• Habitat protection through  
law enforcement

• Pasture and meadow fertilization

These projects benefit a variety of both 
game and non-game species. Juniper 
removal, for example, increases water 
and sunlight available to native shrubs 
and grasses, helping those communities 
thrive and resist infestation by noxious 
weeds. Increasing water flow enhances 
riparian habitat supporting a diversity of 
amphibian and fish species in addition 
to terrestrial wildlife. Projects like the 
Columbia Plateau Initiative and Murders 
Creek Winter Range Enhancement 
leverage partner funds to span thousands 
of acres and have landscape-level impacts 
that benefit many wildlife species, as well 
as the people who enjoy them. 

Improved Technology 
Helps Users Find Hunting 
Opportunities Statewide

One of the biggest challenges for new 
hunters is finding a place to hunt. The 
A&H program is helping overcome 
this by supporting innovative ways 
for our hunters to find new areas. The 
OregonHuntingMap.com is the latest 
online tool developed by A&H to 

smartphone or tablet before they leave 
home the information is available even 
in the most secret of spots.  

The GeoPDF maps show details such 
as area boundaries, open and closed 
roads, parking areas and more. Even 
when cellular service is not available, 
the mobile device, utilizing the 
smartphone’s internal GPS, will show 
the users current location on the map. 
Free third-party applications provide 
many features of modern GPS units, 
allowing users to store waypoints and 
routes on these detailed maps. The 
GeoPDF’s are also available on the 
ODFW webpage.

help users find hunting 
opportunities statewide. 
Based on the familiar 
Google Maps interface; 
boundaries of A&H Access 
Areas, Enhanced Patrol, 
Regulated Hunt Areas, ODFW 
Wildlife Areas, and other state 
and federal hunting areas are 
displayed on the map allowing users 
to quickly locate new areas. Details 
provided for each hunting area include; 
size, species available, open periods, 
special regulations, contact information 
and link to a downloadable map. Users 
have the option to filter for properties 
based on location or species of interest, 
also available are ODFW Wildlife 
Management Unit boundaries, public land 
ownership and game bird range maps. 

Added to the application during the 
biennium are current and historic 
fire perimeter data and toggle slider 
to adjust the opacity of data layers. 
Coming additions include enhanced 
information on access to Columbia 
River backwaters and shore areas 
from The Dalles to Umatilla. 

In the summer of 2016, the 
desktop and mobile versions of 
the OregonHuntingMap.com were 
combined into one application that 
functions on all mobile devices as 
well as traditional desk and laptop 
computers. Google Analytics show 
www.Oregonhuntingmap.com had 
almost 55,000 users with well over 
500,000 views during the biennium 
with usage peaking in mid-October 
amidst the majority of big game hunts. 

With the option to download a digital 
map of most access areas to their 

Habitat Enhancement Summary
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Hunt permit boxes built for all-weather access located on the Ontario (left) and MR King Ranch (right) Access Areas.

Hunter Use Data Critical for A&H Board

The A&H Board faces tough decisions as many long-term access projects 
will sunset and seek re-authorization while budget constraints due to future 
uncertainties may limit the number of projects that can be renewed. To help 
the Board make these difficult funding recommendations, the A&H Program 
continues to improve and implement measures intended to gather data on 
hunter use and satisfaction of A&H access projects throughout Oregon.  

The primary tool for collecting this information are Access Areas Daily 
Permits. Permits are available at self-serve permit boxes located at most 
A&H Access Areas. The A&H goal of providing simple “Welcome to Hunt” 
access means the permits are voluntary and not required to use A&H areas. 
To increase the use of the permits A&H has partnered with the Redmond 
Chapter of Oregon Hunters Association to annually give away a rifle to one 
lucky hunter that submitted a completed Access Area Daily Permit. These 
permits help obtain information on hunter use, species targeted, general 
harvest data and overall satisfaction with the hunting opportunity. The Board 
recognizes that some high quality access opportunities may not support as 
many hunters as other properties, but may be equally as important to the 
program. The estimates of hunter satisfaction from the permits help provide 
this important information on the quality of the hunt area from users. 

Ontario Access Area, Ontario City, Oregon
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Federally Funded Oregon Open Fields Program 
Continues to Provide Important Hunting Access
The A&H Program was awarded a second $1.56 million 
grant in 2015 from the US Department of Agriculture. 
Administrated by the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, grant funding is provided through the Voluntary 
Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program (VPA-HIP), a 
component of the 2014 Farm Bill. VPA-HIP funding provided 
block grants to states and tribes to implement or expand 
programs that provide public hunting access to private lands. 
Habitat improvement projects located on private lands open to 
public hunting are also eligible for grant funding. This federal 
program provides an ideal match with the objectives of A&H, 
which has the expertise and administrative structure to ensure 
the funds achieve their maximum potential. Known locally as 
“Oregon Open Fields”, the funds have been used to provide 
additional access and habitat improvements throughout the 
state. While recognizing the need for access and habitat 
projects statewide the grant identified several emphasis areas 
for funding

Columbia Basin Upland Hunting Program.   
The Columbia Basin, which includes Morrow, Gilliam, 
Umatilla, Sherman, and Wasco counties, is comprised 
mostly of private lands and has historically provided a large 
portion of the upland game bird hunting opportunities in 
Oregon. Upland bird hunting opportunities are important 
for hunter recruitment because many new hunters begin 
with hunting upland birds. Ongoing A&H projects 
have improved game bird habitat in the Columbia Basin 
through technical assistance partnerships and direct 
habitat management. Four landowners continue to allow 
public hunting access to almost 10,000 acres through 
Open Fields. Some of these projects require advanced 
reservations; others are open on a “Welcome to Hunt” 
basis. An Open Fields Coordinator manages hunter 
reservations and other administrative duties such as posting 
signs, maps and coordination with the landowners.

Willamette Valley Goose Hunting Program.  
The Willamette Valley supports one of the most complex 
goose populations in North America, with 7 Canada goose 
subspecies either resident or wintering in the area. Overall 
goose numbers have been increasing for the past three decades 

and agricultural depredation has become severe. Public 
hunting access has been identified as a key management tool 
for mitigation of these issues and the steady pressure provided 
by increased hunter access to these fields hazes geese more 
effectively than the limited hunting some landowners previously 
allowed. Open Fields funds provide access through March 10, 
2021 to 6 parcels totaling over 2,100 acres. No permission or 
advanced reservations are required to hunt these properties. 
An Open Fields Coordinator, funded by the grant, manages 
hunter reservations, administrative duties such as map and sign 
posting and most importantly coordination and outreach with 
the landowners. Project coordination has been instrumental 
in securing long-term support of participating landowners. 

Open Fields Habitat Improvement Projects. 
ODFW earmarked $300,000 of Open Fields funds to be used 
improving wildlife habitat on private lands providing public 
hunting access. Projects benefiting wildlife by enhancing 
habitat on the property improve the quality of the hunt for the 
public as well as benefiting game and non-game alike. Open 
Fields funding will target habitat improvements aligned with 
ODFW priorities including the Mule Deer Initiative, Blue 
Mountains Elk Initiative, and the Sage Grouse Initiative.  

The Future of  Open Fields
To continue beyond early 2021 Oregon Open Fields will 
need to secure new funds. Traditionally part of the Farm 
Bill, it is up to Congress to reauthorize the VPA-HIP funds 
when they take up the 2018 Farm Bill. It is critical that 
Congress is made aware of the importance of the Voluntary 
Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program to providing 
access for hunters, habitat for wildlife and helping to keep 
working lands working.  

With the demonstrated capacity to support access and 
habitat projects statewide, supported by experienced 
A&H Regional Coordinators, Regional Councils, A&H 
Board and dedicated support staff the Access and Habitat 
program is poised to compete for future grant funds better 
than ever before. A&H will continue to seek out and apply 
for grant funds to maintain and expand access for hunters 
and improve habitat for wildlife. 
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Project Name

Oregon Open Fields Projects 2015-2017

A&H Grantees and Cooperators for 2015-2017

South Willamette 

South Willamette 

South Willamette 

South Willamette 

Columbia Basin

Columbia Basin

Columbia Basin

Northeast

$1,800

$10,956

$6,494

$9,132

$7,263

$9,036

$41,851

$750,000

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

1,000,000

$1,800

$10,956

$6,494

$9,132

$7,263

$9,036

$41,851

$2,250,000

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Calvin Farms Access Area

Kroph Farms Access Area

Tenbusch Farms Access Area

Manning Farms Access Area

Bunker Hill Access Area

Four Mile Access Area

Social Ridge Access Area

Hancock Forest Management 

ODFW 
Watershed 

District/
Region

Open Fields 
Fund

Total Project 
Cost

Project TypeCooperator 
Funding

Alan Haga
Alvord Ranch
Aspen Valley Ranch
Betty Opie
Blue Mountain Habitat  

Restoration Council
Blue Mountains Elk Initiative
Bureau of  Land Management
C2 Ranch
City of  Ontario
Carman Ranch, LLC
Cascade Timber
Charlie Otley
Chris Brown
Confederated Tribes of   

Siletz Indians of  Oregon
Confederated Tribes of  the 

 Warm Springs
Dan L. Forsea & Sons, Inc.
Daniel Starbuck
David Miller

David Moody
Ecotrust Forest Management
Daniel Gover
Dixie Meadows Ranch
Don Dryer
Don Shaw
Donald Opie
Dr. Joel Rice
Earl King
Farm Services Administration
Frank Lumber 
Freres Timber Inc
Forest Capitol
F. LeRoy McBride
Galen Kropf
Gary and Kathy Bloomer
Gary and Suzanne Rea
Gary Bloomer
Giustina Land and Timber Co.
Giustina Resources Limited Partnership
Green Wood Resources

Grant Soil and  
Water Conservation District

Green Diamond Resources Company
Hampton Tree Farm
Hancock Forest Management
Harvey Calvin
Jenkins Ranch
Jerry Carlson
Jim Kamph
John Temple
Jolene Juhl
Kueny Ranch
Lincoln County Solid Waste District
Linn County Sheriff ’s Office
Linn Forest Protective Association
Linn Small Woodlands Association
Lone Rock Resources
Longview Timber Corporation
Lynn DeGuire
Mark Mackenzie
Duncan Mackenzie
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150

913

541

761

1,345

1,506

7,039

250,000

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

3/10/2021

3/10/2021

3/10/2021

3/10/2021

1/31/2021

1/31/2021

1/31/2021

12/31/2021

1

1

1

1

1

1

4

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Private Land 
Hunting 

Access (Acres)

Access 
Duration 
(years)

Habitat Acres Access End 
Date

Private 
Landowners 

Affected

Columbia Willamette Habitat

Mary Madison
Mike Bentz
Mike Knapp
Morrow Soil and  

Water Conservation District
MP Ranch, Steve Peck
Murphy Timber Investments, LLC
Mule Deer Foundation
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Oregon Department of  Forestry
Oregon Hunters Association
Oregon Hunters Association - 

Capitol Chapter
Oregon Hunters Association -  

Rogue Valley Chapter
Oregon State Police
Oregon State University  

College of  Forestry
Oregon Wildlife Heritage Foundation
Pat Manning
Tom Davis Livestock

Pheasants Forever -  
Columbia Plateau Chapter

Pheasants Forever -  
Malheur County Chapter

Pheasants Forever -  
Portland Metro Chapter

Plum Creek Timberlands, L.P.
Ralph Morter
Rex Nelson
Rick McKenzie
Roaring Springs Ranch
Robert Jones
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
Roseburg Forest Products
Rosboro Lumber
Ross Opie
Rufenacht Land and Cattle Co Inc
Sam Mackenzie
Starker Forest
Stimson Lumber Company
Tenbusch Farms

The Campbell Group
The Hampton Tree Farm Affiliates
Triangle Ranches
Troy Ranches
US Army Corps of  Engineers
US Bureau of  Land Management
US Department of  Interior
US Fish and Wildlife Service
US Forest Service
Wallowa Resources
Weyerhaeuser Columbia Timberlands
Weyerhaeuser Company
Widman Ranch
Wilkinson Ranches
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Access and Habitat Projects 2015 – 2017

Project Name ODFW 
Watershed 

District/
Region

A&H Annual 
Cost

A&H Project 
Biennial  

Cost

Cooperator 
Funding

A&H Project 
Duration 
(years)

High Desert

Malheur

Malheur

Malheur

Malheur

Malheur

Malheur

Malheur

Malheur

Northeast

High Desert

Malheur

Northeast

Northeast

Northeast

S Willamette

Southwest

Southwest

Malheur

Northeast

Southwest

Northeast

Northeast

Northeast

Northeast

Malheur

Malheur

Desch/Klam

Southwest

Southwest

Northeast

Malheur

S Willamette

$2,200

$2,330

$2,952

$26,500

$1,775

$0

$9,621

$34,688

$20,137

$12,478

$20,200

$29,050

$95,104

$12,067

$2,216

$30,000

$2,648

$905

$4,056

$22,500

$4,000

$5,448

$7,670

$10,253

$50,000

$5,827

$6,004

$42,075

$25,330

$8,000

$73,638

$26,517

$15,000

10

10

10

10

10

10

5

10

10

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

3

3

5

3

4

3

3

3

3

3

3

5

3

2

3

5

5

$2,200

$2,330

$5,903

$26,500

$1,775

$0

$19,242

$69,376

$40,274

$6,241

$10,100

$29,050

$95,104

$12,067

$1,108

$60,000

$2,648

$905

$8,112

$39,247

$8,000

$5,448

$15,340

$20,506

$85,884

$11,654

$12,008

$84,816

$49,112

$18,000

$95,000

$53,035

$29,345

$0

$500

$0

$34,000

$0

$9,807

$0

$0

$0

$2,500

$1,000

$2,500

$69,840

$1,500

$5,500

$576,750

$3,996

$15,000

$2,500

$552,526

$23,420

$1,500

$1,500

$1,500

$647,000

$2,000

$19,510

$614,000

$115,000

$278,400

$205,024

$1,000

$0

David Miller Access Project

Temple Access Project

DeGuire Access Project

Mackenzie Access Project

Starbuck Access Project

Ontario Public Recreational Access 

Bentz Access Expansion

Otley Access Project

Roaring Springs Access 

Rufenacht Access Area

McBride Access Area

Pine Creek Ranch Access Area

Heppner Regulated Hunt Area

Iron Mountain Access Area

Rice Access Project

Lincoln County Forest Protection

Territorial Youth Deer Hunt

Sutherlin Access Project

Juhl/Lawen Expansion

Columbia Plateau Initiative

Rogue Meadows (2013)

Fur Mountain Access Area

MR King Ranches Access Area

Troy Ranches Access Area 

Murderer’s Creek

Alvord Access 

Kueny Access 

Green Diamond Resources TMA

Jackson Access Cooperative TMA

C2 Ranch Habitat Improvement   

Hancock Forest Management

Jenkins Access Area

Wendling TMA

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33
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Habitat 
Acres

Improved 
Public Land 

Access

Overall 
Type

Wildlife 
Damage 

Assistance

Project End 
Date

Total 
Project Cost

Private 
Land 

Hunting

Affected 
Pvt. 

Landowners

$22,000

$23,800

$29,520

$299,000

$17,750

$9,807

$48,105

$346,880

$201,370

$64,890

$102,000

$147,750

$545,360

$61,835

$16,578

$726,750

$11,940

$17,715

$22,780

$620,026

$39,420

$17,844

$24,510

$32,259

$797,000

$19,481

$37,522

$824,375

$190,990

$294,400

$425,937

$133,585

$75,000

1,281

932

2,361

9,807

670

800

4,276

15,417

20,137

5,119

10,100

14,167

39,625

3,342

1,231

308,510

4,477

89,600

1,700

0

170

2,724

3,835

5,696

0

3,523

6,170

608,000

17,070

9,500

292,000

13,233

118,000

4/31/16

2/28/16

3/1/2016

3/31/2016

3/1/2016

5/31/2018

3/1/2017

3/1/2017

3/1/2017

7/31/2015

7/31/2015

3/1/2016

8/31/2016

1/31/2016

1/31/2016

6/30/2017

3/31/2016

5/1/2016

5/15/2017

4/31/2017

5/1/2017

1/31/2017

1/31/2017

2/1/2017

1/31/2018

6/1/2017

6/1/2017

12/1/2019

5/1/2018

11/1/2016

3/31/2017

3/1/2019

11/30/2019

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Habitat

Habitat

Access

Access

Access

Habitat

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access & Habitat

Access

Access

Access

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1,667

200

0

0

0

5,000

0

0

30,400

2,700

930

0

0

0

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1 

1

5

1

1

14

1

2

1

30

4

1

1

1

20

1

1

1

2

1

1

1

3

continued on next page
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Access and Habitat Projects 2015 – 2017

Project Name ODFW 
Watershed 

District/
Region

A&H Annual 
Cost

A&H Project 
Biennial  

Cost

Cooperator 
Funding

A&H Project 
Duration 
(years)

S Willamette

S Willamette

Northeast

Northeast

Northeast

Northeast

Northeast

Northwest

Southwest

Malheur

Malheur

Southwest

Malheur

Malheur

Malheur

Northeast

Northeast

Northeast

Northeast

Northeast

Northeast

Malheur

Malheur

Malheur

Southwest

Northeast

Northeast

$173,335

$12,000

$16,860

$22,390

$2,439

$870

$3,535

$147,120

$15,250

$2,990

$1,090

$1,798

$3,292

$29,050

$880

$12,067

$12,757

$2,184

$600

$95,104

$2,216

$8,852

$11,551

$1,536

$9,000

$32,256

$75,000

5

5

5

5

3

5

5

5

1

3

3

5

3

5

3

5

5

5

5

5

3

5

5

5

2

3

5

$343,547

$24,000

$33,720

$44,780

$2,439

$1,740

$7,070

$294,240

$30,500

$5,980

$1,090

$1,798

$6,584

$29,050

$880

$12,067

$12,757

$2,184

$600

$95,098

$4,432

$24,852

$19,551

$1,536

$9,000

$32,256

$75,000

$0

$837,324

$4,500

$4,500

$1,500

$1,500

$1,500

$397,541

$116,800

$300

$0

$2,182

$300

$400

$100

$2,500

$2,500

$2,500

$1,000

$59,000

$1,500

$1,500

$1,500

$1,500

$139,200

$54,636

$349,635

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

60

Willamette Private Lands

Linn County Forest Deputy 

Widman Access Project 

Forsea Ranch Access Area 

Fox Valley Access Area 

Owsley Canyon Access Area 

Glass Hill Access - Smutz 

North Coast TMA 

New River Aleutian Goose 

Lawen B Opie Access Area 

Lawen Temple Access Area 

Territorial Youth Deer Hunt 

Lawen R Opie Access Area 

Pine Creek Ranch Access Area

Lawen Brown Access Area

Iron Mountain Access Area

Virtue Flat 

Divide Ridge-Gover

Divide Ridge-Carlson

Heppner Regulated Hunt Area

Rice Access Project

Mackenzie, Mark 

Mackenzie , Duncan

Mackenzie, Sam

C2 Ranch Habitat Improvement   

Desolation Creek LLC

Hancock Forest Management
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Habitat 
Acres

Improved 
Public Land 

Access

Overall 
Type

Wildlife 
Damage 

Assistance

Project End 
Date

Total 
Project 

Type

Private 
Land 

Hunting

Affected 
Pvt. 

Landowners

$866,675

$897,324

$88,800

$116,450

$8,817

$5,850

$19,175

$1,133,141

$132,050

$9,270

$3,270

$11,172

$10,176

$145,650

$2,740

$62,835

$66,285

$13,420

$4,000

$534,520

$8,147

$45,762

$59,256

$9,180

$157,200

$151,404

$724,635

1,500,000

389,500

8,430

9,329

1,355

435

1,414

1,200,000

3,440

1,495

545

4,477

1,646

12,104

440

3,342

7,087

910

250

39,625

1,231

3,576

4,813

640

9,500

13,440

250,000

12/30/2019

6/30/2019

1/31/2018

7/31/2018

3/31/2018

1/31/2018

1/31/2018

12/31/2019

6/30/2017

4/10/2019

4/10/2019

12/1/2018

4/10/2019

4/1/2021

4/1/2019

1/31/2021

1/31/2021

7/31/2021

7/31/2021

1/31/2021

1/31/2019

3/1/2021

3/1/2021

3/1/2021

1/1/2018

9/30/2019

12/31/2021

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access & Habitat

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access

Access & Habitat

Access

Access

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1,860

0

0

1

1

1

1

1

1

20

20

1

1

1

1

1

10

4

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

4

1

1

1

1

1

1



 

The 59 projects funded by A&H as of December 2015 are located throughout eastern and western Oregon.  
Projects renewed during the biennium are only indicated once on the map.

2015–2017 A&H Enhanced Patrol 
Access Areas with Habitat Project Location

Access & Habitat Program 
Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife | Wildlife Division 
4034 Fairview Industrial Dr. SE 
Salem, OR 97302 
Phone 503-947-6087 
Fax 503-647-6330 
www.odfw.com

The information in this booklet will be furnished in alternate format for people with disabilities, if needed.  
Please call 503-947-6002 or email odfw.info@state.or.us to request an alternate format. 

ODFW prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex or disability. If you believe you have been discriminated against 
as described above in any program, activity or facility, or if you desire further information, please contact Deputy Director, Fish & Wildlife Programs, 

ODFW, 4034 Fairview Industrial Dr. SE, Salem, OR 97302, or call 503-947-6000, or write to the Civil Rights Coordinator for Public Access, 
Department of the Interior, 1849 C Street NW, Washington, DC 20240.
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       How to contact ODFW:
• General Information:  

(503) 947-6002 or 1-800-720-6339

• Wildlife Division: (503) 947-6301
• TDD (Hearing-impaired access) 

 (503) 947-6339

• 4034 Fairview Industrial Dr. SE 
Salem, OR 97302


