
Public Meeting on the 
2026 Recreational 

Pacific Halibut Fishery

Meeting will begin 
at 6:00 pm

October 6, 7, and 8, 2025
© Melanie Bukovec



Meeting Outline

• Area 2A allocations
• Catch Sharing Plan 

Process
• Proposed changes to the 

2026 recreational Pacific 
halibut fishery

• Finalized in November
• Discussions on which 

proposal(s) Oregon 
anglers would like to see 
implemented
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Our Area 
(Area 2A)



Area 2A Allocation

• 2019 through 2025
• 1.5 million lbs. allocation
• Stabilized fisheries
• No biological concern
• Low compared to AK & BC

• 2026 quota is unknown
• Determined by the 

International Pacific Halibut 
Commission (IPHC) in 
January 2026

• A lower quota is a very real 
possibility for next year
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4.0%

85%

15%

J

Non-Tribal 
994,500 lbs

Directed 
259,515 lbs

Incidental Troll
45,797 lbs

Incidental Sablefish 
70,000 lbs

Puget Sound 
79,772 lbs

North Coast 
130,409 lbs

Tribal C & S
14,800 lbs

Tribal Commercial 
520,700 lbs

30.7%

35.6%

29.7%

Commercial
305,312 lbs

WA Sport 
354,042 lbs

OR Sport 
295,367 lbs

Nearshore
10,000 lbs

All-Depth
18,587 lbs

Summer all-depth
59,256 lbs

Spring all-depth
207,768 lbs
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Central OR Coast
277,024 lbs

93.79%

2.3%

A

B

South Coast
65,117 lbs

Primary
63,117 lbs

I

H

Area 2A 2025
Pacific Halibut Catch 

Sharing Plan (CSP)

CA Sport
39,780 lbs

Nearshore
500 lbs

3.91% Southern OR
8,000 lbs

Nearshore
2,000 lbs

**All pounds shown 
are in net weight 

(dressed, head-off)

65%

S. of Pt. Arena
500 lbs

Northern CA 
39,280 lbs

K

Oregon recreational 
allocations

35%

Tribal 
535,500 lbs

2A FCEY
1,530,000 lbs

Columbia River
19,087 lbs



Oregon has three 
subareas for the 

recreational 
Pacific halibut 

fishery
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Halibut Catch Sharing Plan (CSP) Process
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• July/August: ODFW solicits public input for CSP changes
• September: Pacific Fisheries Management Council (Council) 

preliminarily adopts changes for further public comment
• Current Step in the Process: ODFW solicits public input on 

specific proposals forwarded by the Council
• November: The Council adopts final changes
• January: IPHC sets the fishing quota at their Annual Meeting



Proposed Changes for the 2026 
Pacific Halibut CSP Forwarded by 

the Council
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Proposal 1. Columbia River Subarea
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• Status Quo: The nearshore fishery will be open Monday 
through Wednesday following the opening of the all-depth 
fishery.

• Option 1 : The nearshore fishery will be open seven days per 
week (beginning May 1).

• Option 2 : Remove the nearshore fishery and allocate the 500 
pounds assigned to the nearshore fishery to the Columbia 
River subarea all-depth fishery.



Proposal 2. Central Coast Subarea
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• Status Quo: The nearshore season opens June 1, seven days 
per week, unless the sub-quota is 25,000 lbs or greater, then it 
opens May 1. 

• Option 1: The nearshore season opens May 1, seven days per 
week unless the Area 2A FCEY is less than 1.2M lbs, then it 
may be postponed and open on June 1. 



Proposal 3. Central Coast Subarea
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• Status Quo: 

2A FCEY (lb) Central Coast Subarea Quota
≥1,200,000 Nearshore = 10,000 lb

Spring AD = 75%
Summer AD = 25% - 10,000 lb

<1,200,000 and 
≥700,000

Nearshore = 12%
Spring AD = 63%
Summer AD = 25%

<700,000 Nearshore = 25%
Spring AD = 75%

2A FCEY (lb) Central Coast Subarea Quota
≥700,000 Nearshore = 10,000 lb

Spring AD = 75%
Summer AD = 25% - 10,000 lb

<700,000 Nearshore = 25%
Spring AD = 75%
Summer AD = N/A

• Option 1:



Next Steps

• Compile input received
• Develop ODFW recommendations
• Provide a report to the Pacific Fishery Management Council and 

its advisory bodies
• Summary of public input
• ODFW recommendations

• Council will take final action at their November meeting
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Thank you

Marine Resources Program
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

2040 SE Marine Science Drive
Newport, OR 97365

541-867-4741

Contact us!
melanie.a.bukovec@odfw.oregon.gov
christian.t.heath@odfw.oregon.gov

12

To provide public comment regarding the 
2026 Pacific Halibut Catch Sharing Plan: 

https://www.pcouncil.org/

To sign up for the listserv:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/OR
DFW/subscriber/new?topic_id=ORDFW_94

https://www.pcouncil.org/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/ORDFW/subscriber/new?topic_id=ORDFW_94
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/ORDFW/subscriber/new?topic_id=ORDFW_94
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