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December 18, 2020 
 
Oregon Ocean Commercial Dungeness Crab Permit Holders and Interested Persons, 
 
In consultation with the Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA), the Oregon commercial crab 
industry, and California and Washington fishery managers, we are continuing to delay the opening 
of the commercial Dungeness crab fishery in the Pacific Ocean and Columbia River from Cape 
Falcon northward to the Washington border in order to coordinate an orderly start with the 
Washington coastal Dungeness crab fishery.  
 
Results from recent domoic acid testing of crab conducted by the state of Washington continue to 
exceed federally established thresholds for human health, and therefore Washington is delaying the 
coastal fishery until further testing is conducted. ODA will continue to regularly test crab viscera 
from all areas in Oregon that have razor clam domoic acid results above the alert level of 20ppm. 
Oregon’s harvest area 50-A (Cape Falcon to the OR/WA border) will remain closed until around 
January 15 (or longer) to allow for the additional domoic acid testing in both states.  
 
Transiting closed area reminders:  
Consistent with action taken by ODFW in the past relative to closed areas from partial fishery 
openers, transiting with crab onboard through closed areas is prohibited by ODFW regulations. For 
this season, transiting with crab on board from the area north of Cape Falcon to the OR/WA border 
will be prohibited until the fishery opens in this area. Landing crab into an open area and trucking 
them for processing/selling into a closed area is allowed. 
 
Fair start provision reminders:  
Fair start provisions will be in place for the delayed area north of Cape Falcon. A vessel used for 
fishing crab in any open zone within the Tri-State management area (from U.S Canadian border 
south to Point Arena, CA) may not be used for fishing crab in any other zone within the Tri-State 
area that opens at a later date until 30 days after the later opening date, except for any areas 
delayed due to high marine life concentrations. Vessels that are also permitted in other states’ 
Dungeness crab fishery should also reference those states’ fair start provisions. 
 
Vessel Hold Inspections reminders:  
Vessels must obtain a hold inspection prior to participating in the fishery for the first 30 days after 
opening. The vessel operator or owner must declare on the pre-season hold inspection certificate 
the zone in which the vessel will start fishing. Each inspection certificate must be signed by the 
vessel operator or owner, not by a crewman. 
                               
 
Please contact us if you have any questions. 
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