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NEW closed area transit allowance by temporary rule (OAR 635-005-0465) 
Vessels may possess and land Dungeness crab in an area that is otherwise closed to take of Dungeness crab for commer-
cial purposes under all the following conditions: 

 

1. Vessel must possess and use an activated Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) that is type-approved by the Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service Office of Law Enforcement;  
 

2. The vessel’s VMS must transmit vessel location, speed and bearing at least every 60 minutes while transiting a 
closed area;  

 

3. The vessel must maintain continuous transit through the closed area until reaching the port of landing desig-
nated in their declaration to ODFW (see number 5 below);  

 

4. The vessel must register with ODFW at least 72 hours prior to entering a closed area. Vessels shall register by 
emailing kelly.c.corbett@odfw.oregon.gov a request for registration including all the information listed below (i-vi). 
An emailed response will be sent acknowledging receipt of registration information and notice of any missing regis-
tration information that is required.  

i. vessel name;  
ii. vessel captain name and phone number; 
iii. port where crab will be landed; 
iv. wholesale fish dealer that crab will be delivered to; 
v. number of trips anticipated where vessel will enter a closed area; 
vi. requested start and end date of closed area transit registration. 

 

5. The vessel must make a per-trip declaration prior to each time the vessel enters a closed area. The declaration 
shall be made by calling 541-857-2522 and leaving a message with the information listed below. These voicemails 
will be maintained by ODFW as the record for each declaration.  

i. vessel name; 
ii. estimated date and time the vessel will enter closed area; 
iii. estimated date and time the vessel will leave the closed area; 
iv. estimated amount of crab on board the vessel; 
v. any changes from registration information provided to ODFW in the initial closed area transit registration 

emailed request.  
    

***PLEASE NOTE – If you are dual-permitted different regulations may apply for transiting closed areas related 
to fair start and/or required notifications. Please contact WDFW or CDFW for questions specific to your situa-
tion.  

For more information contact: 
Kelly Corbett  |  Commercial Crab Project Leader             Troy Buell  |  State Fishery Manager 
541-270-5083 Kelly.C.Corbett@odfw.oregon.gov            541-921-0422 Troy.V.Buell@odfw.oregon.gov  
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