
United States Department of the Interior 
 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Mid-Columbia River Refuges 

64 Maple Street 
Burbank, WA  99323 

Phone: (509)546-8300   FAX: (509) 546-8303 

                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Dear Umatilla NWR Deer Hunter: 
 
Congratulations on being chosen for the controlled deer hunt at the Umatilla National Wildlife 
Refuge.  The permit deer hunt provides a management tool to maintain a quality, and 
appropriately sized, deer herd on the Refuge.  Overly abundant deer numbers have been the cause 
of much habitat degradation in recent years. 
 
This is a state-administered hunt and all Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife hunting 
regulations apply.  However, the following additional Refuge-specific regulations also apply. 
 

1. Due to safety needs, some areas of the Refuge are closed to access for deer hunting.  
Closed areas include all lands east of Paterson Ferry Road, as well as most lands in the 
vicinity of the Hunter’s Check Station.  See the enclosed map. 

 
2. Authorized weapons are limited to the use of muzzle loading rifles, shotguns and bow per 

state regulations.  Use of rifles or pistols is prohibited on the Refuge at all times. 
 
3. All hunters will field dress (gut) their deer at least 100 yards from any road/parking area.  

Also, all hunters will need to remove (drag out, etc.) any deer taken within opened 
agricultural circles before field dressing them. 

 
4. River Road vehicle access is allowed through the Ridge Road gate (adjacent parking lot 

F) which is locked with a combination lock. You are required to re-close and lock the 
gate if you pass through.  The combination number of the lock will be 4661.    

 
5. Vehicle access is not allowed for the Maintenance Road, North Field Road to Parking 

Lot G and Service Road to Parking Lot O This is done to lessen impacts to the deer and 
to improve the quality of your hunt. 

 
6. Driving around gates is prohibited and punishable by law.   

 
7. Other refuge regulations apply.  Be sure to read the refuge brochure located in the 

dispenser at the entrance of the auto tour. 
 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Umatilla Refuge Manager at (509) 
546-8300. 


